
By Gazette notification 
1,848, published on 

January 31, 2014 the 
Government has called 
for  applications for 
admission to Colleges 
of Education to obtain 
teaching posts.
 Applications 
can be sent for 32 
subjects including Roman 
Catholicism, Primary 
Education, Science, 
Maths, English and 
Special Education.
   Those who have 
obtained three passes 
at GCE A/L in 2012 
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Men sometimes wonder that we call her Mother of life, of 
mercy, of salvation; what are all these compared to that 
one name, Mother of God?                         (John Henry Cardinal Newman)

MARIAN 
YEAR

By Rev. Fr. Sunil de Silva

The Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of Sri 

Lanka headed by the 
Archbishop of Colombo, 
His Eminence Malcolm 
Cardinal Ranjith visited 
fishermen in Kalpitiya 
and the surrounding 
islands of Uchchamunei 
and Baththalanduwa 
on January 28 and 
29, to discuss the 
problems faced by the  
fishing community 
in this region due to 
the ongoing Kalpitiya 
Tourism Development 
Project. 
 During the 
visit the fishermen 
complained of the 
imminent danger in 
having to leave their 
homes and their only 
source of livelihood and 
also their fear that they 
would get no help from 

the Government.
 At a meeting 
held with the Catholic 
Government Ministers, 
Members of Parliament 
and other Government 
officials, at St. Anne’s 
Shrine, Talawila, His 
Eminence conveyed the 

problems and the fears 
of the fishing community 
and the need for the 
Government to see that 
the project does not 
cause  any harm to the 
livelihood of the fishing 
community in the 
region. 

 The Government 
MPs informed the 
delegation of Bishops 
that through Gazette 
notifications 1506/18 
of August 1, 2007 and 
1549/7 of

Sword of Damocles hangs over in Kalpitiya

Grade one Applications to 
catholic schools

Dates of issuing applications for the admission 
of children to Grade One, in 2015, to Catholic 
Private Schools of the Archdiocese of Colombo, 
will be published in next Sunday's Catholic        
Messenger.

on the occasion of 
the 66th  national 
independence 

Day

A  Prayer  for Prosperity 
of the Sri Lankan People

By  Rev. Fr. Elmo Dias

Heavenly  Father, our 
Island-Motherland has 

been called  by different 
names to describe its 
beauty. 'The Pearl of the 
Indian Ocean,'  'The Paradise 
Island,' 'The Garden of 
Eden' were some of them. 
Indeed it is so, because 
our Heavenly Father, the 
Creator of Heaven and Earth, planted in our land  a 
vegetation that remains green even in a long drought.  
The reservoirs and rivers,  the lakes and water-falls 
and the surrounding blue sea and its golden sands 
are all blessings which many other countries cannot 
boast of. The fertility of our land  where, anything  
from a lawn to a jungle  grow so verdantly  is no doubt 
an extra-ordinary heavenly gift we Sri Lankans have 
received. Father bless  those who promote, enhance 
and preserve nature’s gifts and open the eyes of others 
to do their duty in handing down uncontaminated the 
gifts they received,  to their children and their grand-
children too. 

The above canonical 
process stipulates 

that we gather all 
possible information 
on the life and virtues 
of the Servant of God 
and submit the same to 
the Holy See.
   Hence, His Eminence 
Malcolm Cardinal 
Ranjith, Archbishop of 
Colombo, requests all 
the priests, religious 
and the lay faithful 
who have any relevant 
information and especially 
personal experiences with 
the Servant of God Thomas 
Cardinal Cooray, to kindly 
contact the undersigned.
 This information 
could be provided either 
orally or in written form.

Rev. Fr. Francis Nicholas 
Senanayake.

Episcopal Delegate,
Secretariat for the 

Canonization of 
Servant of God

Thomas Cardinal Cooray, 
Archbishop's House, 

Colombo. 08.

Admission to colleges 
of education to obtain 

Teaching Posts
and other special 
requirements for each 
subjects can apply. 
Final date for receiving  
applications is February 
21, 2014. Those who need 
instructions on selecting 
subjects and filling 
application forms, can 
come to the Archbishop's 
House on February 17, 
2014 at 3.00 p.m.

Catholic Education 
Office
Archbishop's House
Colombo-08
Phone-0112699129

Feast of Our Lady of Lanka
National  Basilica, Tewatte
February 9

computer Training centre 
for st. Anne's church

Archbishop of 
Colombo, His 

Eminence Malcolm 
Cardinal  sits at a 
computer after declaring 
open the new computer  
Training Centre at St. 
Anne's Church premises 
Wattala. The centre 
was sponsored by 
Commercial Bank of 
Ceylon.

 Also in the 
picture are Parish 
Priest Rev. Fr. Basil 
Wickremasinghe, 
Chairman-Commercial 
Bank, Dinesh 
Weerakkody and former 
Minister of the Western 
Provincial Council - 
Lawrence Madiwela.

Nimal Perera

Canonical process of 
Canonization of Servant of God, 

Thomas Cardinal Cooray

(Contd on Pg. 15)

(Contd on Pg. 2)
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 The above boundaries have been established for the new Parishes of Balagala and Kerawalapitya 
respectively by the Council of Administration of the Archdiocese of Colombo. The Parishioners living 
within these boundaries are kindly requested to abide by these established boundaries.

+Most Rev. Dr. Emmanuel Fernando
Auxiliary Bishop of Colombo and the  Bishop in Charge of the Negombo 

& Ja-Ela Regions -   03.02.2014

news  FroM The  Dioceses

The Annual Feast of St. Blasius Church, Indibedda, Mor-
atuwa will be celebrated on Sunday February 9. Festive 
Mass at 8.30 am followed by solemn procession. Ves-
pers Service on previous day at  7.15 pm.

The  104th Annual Feast of the Shrine of Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Kimbulapitiya in Negombo will be celebrated 
on Tuesday February 11. Festive Mass at 8 am. Chief cel-
ebrant – Rev. Fr. Priyantha Kamal Fernando CR (Rosar-
ian Fathers).           
 Vespers Service on previous day at 7.30 pm 
presided over by Rt. Rev. Dr. Emmanuel Fernando, Aux-
iliary Bishop of Colombo.

 The Annual Feast of Holy Family Church, Mor-
akele, Kirimetiyana  Parish in the Chilaw Diocese will 
be celebrated on Sunday February 16. Chief celebrant – 
Rev. Fr. Sarto Nonis. Vespers Service on previous day at 
7pm presided over by Very Rev. Fr. Sylvester Wijayaku-
lasooriya, Dean of the Bolawatte Deanery.
      A.J.

church Feasts 

Bishop of Galle opens
new sunday school building

nattandiya Parish 
prepares for Feast

 The hoisting of the flagstaff  in preparation for 
the feast of Our Lady of  Lourdes Church, Nattandiya 
took place recently, under the aegis of the Parish  Priest 
Rev. Fr. Upali Churchill.
 Picture shows members of the Small Christian 
Communities going in procession accompanying the 
statue of Our Lady.  Shriyangani Felicia

workshop  for catechists 
at Bopitiya Parish

 A Workshop for Catechists was conducted by 
Rev. Fr. Indra Fernando, Archdiocesan Director for Cat-
echists at St.Nicholas' Church, Bopitiya recently.

S.K.J. Kurera

Balagala Parish
From South      From Ela Kanda Junction starting   
  from Balagala Road
From West       Hamilton Canal starting from Ela   
  Kanda junction up to Awara 
  Kotuwa  Bridge
From North      Gala Gaha Duwa and Awara Kotuwa
From East        Balagala Cross Road leading up to 
  Maradana Road (Western Side Only)

Kandy honours its hero  

 The annual feast of the Blessed Joseph Vaz was 
celebrated on January 19, at Blessed Joseph Vaz Nation-
al Shrine Ampitiya.
 Festive  Mass was presided by His Lordship Rt. 
Rev. Dr. Vianney Fernando, Bishop of Kandy and the Ves-
pers Service was officiated by His Lordship Rt. Rev. Dr. 
Cletus Chandrasiri Perera, the Bishop of Ratnapura.
 The feast was organized by Kandy Diocesan 
Committee of Bl. Joseph Vaz and coordinated by Rev. Fr. 
Nandana Manatunga with the assistance of the surround-
ing parishes and the National Seminary of Ampitiya.

Dilrukshi Kurukulaaratchy

Distribution of dry rations 
to mark 200th novena

 To mark the completion of 200th Novena to  St. 
Anthony, which was conducted at St. Anne's Church, 
Wattala, the members of the  St. Anne's Society Wattala 
distributed parcels of dry rations to 200 low income 
group families.
 Rev. Fr. Basil Wickramasinghe, Parish Priest of 
St. Anne's Church, Wattala is seen distributing a parcel 
of dry ration to a recipient.   N. Perera

Boundaries of the Parishes of 
Balagala and Kerawalapitya

Kerawalapitiya Parish
From North      The highway that divides Matthumagala  
  and Kerawalapitya
From South      Pokuna Junction
From West      The bridge that divides Mabola and  
  Kerawalpitiya Parishes across the 
  Bangalawatte 'kalu Ela' and  the 'kuda  
  depawa' culvert

sword of Damacles.......
contd. from Pg. 1

May 13, 2008 under the Tourism Act No. 38 of 2005, 
the Government acquired these islands for tourist ho-
tels and other projects in the area. Accordingly the Ka-
lpitiya peninsula which separates the Puttalam Lagoon 
from the Indian Ocean sits picturesquely bordering the 
North-Western coastal beach. With its 20 surrounding 
islands it is a beautiful stretch of land.
 Some 1,100 hectares on 14 islands in the Put-
talam Lagoon area have been taken over by the Authority 
for resort development displacing a total of 2,640 fisher 
families. Entire fishing villages totalling thousands of 
fisher families face displacement, over a dozen minor 
fishery harbours face closure with the construction of 
new roads, embankments and other landscape changes.
 His Eminence informed the Government mem-
bers that though the Catholic Church is not against 
Tourism projects in these islands, the Church would 
like to make an appeal to the government not to dis-
place the fishermen and their families already living in 
these islands and not to ask them to vacate the islands.
 Local fisher communities claim that in their 
hurry to open up a tourist industry in the region, the 
Government authorities had rushed to acquire lands 
arbitrarily ignoring procedure, legality and its impact 
on the population and environment.
 “We have been living on our land for the last 70 
to 80 years. Now our people are frightened after hearing 
that our lands are being acquired for the tourism indus-
try that we will be deprived of everything including our 
livelihood. We are frightened that the government might 
not help us.” the local fishermen voiced in unison.

 Present on the occasion were, Their Lordships, 
D. Valence Mendis-Bishop of Chilaw, Vianney Fernando 
Bishop of Kandy, Winston Fernando SSS Bishop of Ba-
dulla, Norbert Andradi OMI Bishop of Anuradhapura, 
Harold Anthony Perera-Bishop of Kurunegala, Cletus 
Chandrasiri Perera OSB-Bishop of Ratnapura, Joseph 
Ponniah-Bishop of Batticaloa, Maxwell Silva-Auxiliary 
Bishop of Colombo and Raymond Wickramasinghe-
Bishop of Galle. 
 Among the Catholic Government Members 
present were, Messrs Milroy Perera, Sarath Kumara Gu-
naratne, Neomal Perera, Arundika Fernando and several 
other MPs.

new APPoinTMenTs
Very rev. Fr. ivan Perera   
    - Diocesan Chaplain - Marriage Encounter Movement
rev. Fr. nilantha heshan Fernando  
    - Diocesan Chaplain - Christian Family Movement
rev. Fr. sudath J. silva 
   - Parish Priest, St. Andrew's Church, Mutwal
rev. Fr. Dudley saparamadu oMi 
   - Parish Priest, Blessed Hugo's Church, Burulapitiya
rev. Fr. roshan Janaka Fernando 
  - Asst. Parish Priest - St. Francis De Sales Church,     
     Dalugama, Kelaniya
rev. Fr. Dinusha Gayan winston 
  - St. Jude's College, Kurana
rev. Fr. raj silva - Sabbatical

Rev. Fr Jude Samantha Fernando
Secretary - Administration

Archdiocese of Colombo

A new Sunday School building was declared open 
recently at the Halpatota Parish in the Galle Diocese by 

His Lordship, Rt. Rev. Dr. Raymond Wickremasinghe, 
Bishop of Galle.                          Galle Diocese Website
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Church in the  Modern World

 Vatican City, (CNA/
EWTN News).- According to 
Vatican Radio, Pope Francis re-
ceives a few thousand letters a 
week, which Correspondence 
Director Msgr. Giuliano Gal-
lorini notes are read more with 
the Pontiff ’s “heart” than his 
“mind.”
 “He reads these letters 
more with the heart than with 
the mind; to share the suffer-
ing” of others, Msgr. Gallorini 
told Vatican Radio recently.
 The letters, packages, 
drawings and objects that ar-
rive at the Vatican on the Pope’s 
behalf are sent from all over the 
world and are sorted by the Of-
fice of Correspondence of the 
Pope, located in the Vatican’s 
Apostolic Palace, which Msgr. 
Gallorini directs.
 In their letters people 
ask for many things, the priest 
explained, whether it is advice 

on how to manage a turning 
point in their lives or asking for 
wisdom in the midst of hope-
less situations. Some have even 
written the Pope a poem, or 
sent gifts, such as a scarf.
 Most of the requests 
made are for “support and 
prayer,” he stated, but many 
also regard “the moment we are 
living - difficulties, especially 
diseases...asking for prayers for 
children, also describing situa-
tions of economic hardship.”
 Reflecting on why so 
many people write to the now-
famous Saint Martha House of 
the Vatican where the Pope re-
sides, Msgr. Gallorini observed 
that it is because the people of 
today feel that Pope Francis is 
“near” to them in a special way.
 “They try to feel the 
closeness of the Pope who cap-
tures their suffering, their distress, 
who is close to them in prayer.”

 Managing the high vol-
ume of letters is a small team of 
four, consisting of Msgr. Gallori-
ni, a Religious Sister, and two 
others, Vatican Radio reports, 
revealing that the first step in 
the process of sorting is to di-
vide everything by language.
 Afterwards the letters 
are opened and read by the Of-
fice of Correspondence due to 
Pope Francis’ time constrictions 
and the office then distinguish-
es the simple letters of greeting 
from those who seek solace and 
spiritual support from the Pope, 
or have and urgent need. These 
are the letters that arrive to his 
desk, the bishop explained.
 “There are a little more 
delicate cases like cases of con-
science,” Msgr. Gallorini noted, 
and “in this case, a note is made 
and passed to the secretaries 
because the Pope examines the 
content directly.”

 “He definitely reads 
them, puts his initials and directs 
us on how we should respond.”
 Although Pope Francis 
is unable to respond personally 
to all of the letters he receives, 
the priest assured that all who 
write the Pontiff do receive a re-

sponse expressing gratitude in 
the Pope’s name.
 Writing the response 
of the Pope is a special task for 
those who do it, Msgr. Gallorini 
observed, because it requires 
a reply done with the specific 
tone of the Pope’s own style.

how the Vatican sorts out the thousands 
of Letters sent to Pope Francis 

 The Queen Elizabeth of 
England and her husband Prince 
Philip will have a private audi-
ence with Pope Francis on a visit 
to the Vatican in April, the Brit-
ish Embassy in Rome has an-
nounced.
 The meeting, the first 
between the Supreme Governor 
of the Church of England and 
the leader of the Roman Catho-
lic Church since 2010, will take 
place as part of a wider visit to 
Rome..
 The Queen last met a 
pope in 2010, when Pope Emeri-
tus Benedict XVI, who resigned 
last year, visited the United King-
dom. She did not attend his succes-
sor's inauguration in March, and 
was represented by the Duke of 
Gloucester. 
 The 77-year-old former 
archbishop of Buenos Aires will be 
the fifth Pope to meet the Queen, 
who first visited the Vatican as 

Princess Elizabeth during the pon-
tificate of Pope Pius XII.
 Despite tension between 
the Catholic and Anglican churches 
over issues such as the ordination of 
women, her reign has seen a thaw 
in relations between the UK and the 
Holy See, which exchanged ambas-
sadors in 1982. 

 As well as being the spiri-
tual head of the world's 1.2 billion 
Catholics, Francis is the Vatican's 
head of State. He has already met 
Justin Welby, the Archbishop of Can-
terbury, who was installed two days 
after the Pope's inauguration Mass.

Queen to meet Pope Francis in April

churches offers refuge to 
Indonesians fleeing Volcano

Indonesia’s Mount Sinabung has erupted more than 30 times

John Paul ii relic at 
Mexico cathedral 

 Mexico City, Mexico, (CNA).- The Cathedral of 
the Archdiocese of Mexico City will open its Holy Door 
on February 9 to receive a first-class relic of Blessed 
John Paul II, as well as a painting and a skullcap used by 
the late Pontiff.
 The ceremony will mark the beginning of the 
relic’s pilgrimage throughout the Archdiocese in order 
to encourage the faithful to follow the April 27 canon-
ization of Popes John Paul II and John XXIII with deep 
devotion.
 The sculpture contains a reliquary in the form of 
a cross on its chest, where a vial containing blood from 
the Pontiff will be kept for veneration by the faithful.
 The Archdiocese has organized a series of 
events to take place the week prior to the canonizations, 
including film festivals, art expos and concerts, as well 
as a prayer vigil to be held April 25 at the Cathedral.

 Medan, Indonesia, (CNA/EWTN News).- Fol-
lowing the recent volcanic eruption on the Indonesian 
island of Sumatra, the local Church has been providing 
shelter and assistance to those affected by the tragedy.
 At least 16 people have been killed by the erup-
tion, which occurred 55 miles south of Medan.
 “We hope the eruptions stops quickly and 
people can return to their home and work as usual,” Fr. 
Andika Tarigs, who is coordinating the Archdiocese of 
Medan's refugee relief operation, told CNA.
 Fr. Tarigs reported that some 29,000 local resi-
dents had to abandon land, property, and livestock, and 
“flee their villages for safety.”
 

?
I
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EDITORIAL
February 9, 2014

independent Lanka
MILLIONS of men have died for the cause of National 
Independence since the birth of human society. The earth 
has "been drenched in the blood of patriots who have died 
in defence of independence when assailed or in attempts to 
regain it when lost. No sacrifice has been deemed too great 
where independence  was the issue  at stake.

.If tradition speaks true, the Sinhalese race had its origin 
in the yearning for liberty and independence. And this race 
certainly came into being in this land as a free, independent 
nation. It was again in quest of independence that the Tamils 
from South India came later to share this hospitable land 
with their brothers of the Lion race. Love for independence 
or anxiety for its security, led to strife between the two races. 
In the end, however, they learned to respect each other's 
independence until they both lost it. Into the story of that loss 
we need not enter today. The loss was heavy, and bitter and 
most deplorable. But it was not without its compensations. 
Out of evil there often emerges good. We can beat witness to  
that fact today.

Today once again the sun shines on an Independent Lanka.  
Once again Freedom  has come to this land. The priceless 
pearl of liberty is once again ours, not reddened with the  
blood of war and strife, but a glitter  with the chaste beauty 
of  peace, order and harmony.

Yes, Independence has come - but not to  a land cut up as of 
yore into a number of kingdoms and principalities, not  to a 
people  separated by conflicting  political allegiances, but to a 
united Lanka, to all its races and communities linked together 
into a new and greater nation.

This is one of the compensations we have for the loss of our 
freedom in the past. And there are others: Our place in the 
comity of nations, our broader outlook, our greater ability to 
manage our own affairs, the institutions and organisations 
that make self-government possible, and many others — and 
all this we owe to British rule and to the closer contact with 
the great outside world which that rule gave us.

In our new-won freedom we should not forget that fact. 
Neither should we underestimate our freedom because we 
have won it so easily because it has come to us as a gift, as 
a gift indeed we have merited, for which we have qualified 
ourselves, but still as a gift. And the measure of our realization 
of the Value of this gift  will be the measure of the use we make 
of our Independence. And the right use of our Independence 
depends on two main factors. First, the practical recognition 
of the fact that Independence places all the different 
communities of this Island on the selfsame plane of freedom, 
that it welds them all into one single, compact national unit — 
that therefore there would be no true national independence 
if one particular community exercised domination over the 
others, or imposed on them their own views and ideas which 
the others could not accept without doing violence to their 
conscience or deprived them of their legitimate rights.

The second consolidating factor of Independence is to be 
found in the actual exercise of the powers of political and 
administrative independence.  National Independence would 
spell national ruin if we allowed selfishness, dishonesty and 
corruption to be the leading traits of national rule. It would be 
a boon and a  blessing only if all communities and all sections 
of the population pooled their resources and worked as one 
man in the steadfast  pursuit of the common national  good.

From the 'Messenger' 
Editorial of Sunday 
February 8, 1948

The country is facing a resolution in the 
UN Human Rights Council calling upon 
the Government to hold a credible in-

vestigation on the allegations of human rights 
violations and war crimes allegedly commit-
ted by the Military and the LTTE during the 
last phase of the war. 
 The LTTE leaders are no more and 
hence the spotlight is mainly on the military. 
The Government flatly denies all such allega-
tions as fabrications and rejects the call for an 
International Inquiry. Some people suggest 
that a Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion be set up instead. The local Church has 
rejected the need for an International Inquiry 
and pointed out that the Sri Lankans can re-
solve their problems themselves. The Church 
however cannot deny the validity of the In-
ternational Humanitarian Law and the Laws 
of War since the Church herself has played 
the most important role in the formulation 
of these laws. It was the Church and Catholic 
theologians and philosophers that formulated 
these laws and the just war theory,
 War has always had two faces: One 
marked by violence, the other by compassion. 
Military Strategists like Clausewitz argued 
that war should not be subjected to any limits 
on the exercise of violence and that the logic 
of war was to go to extremes. They have con-
demned the conventions which "limit the acts 
of hostility" because they prolong war. This 
same argument is put forward by the mili-
tary in all countries which have fought wars. 
A well-known radio commentator referring 
to the demand for the death penalty for the 
Boston killer in USA asks the rhetorical ques-
tion what then is wrong in killing Prabakaran. 
Yes there is a difference, for the Boston killer 
is being tried in a Court of Law while Praba-
karan was not and the allegation is that he 
surrendered.
 The Church has claimed the right to 
be the teacher of the Moral Law. The Church 
Fathers argued that men are governed by 
Natural Law and also the Divine Law. Those 
who know not the Gospel may not accept the 
Divine Law but all are required to observe the 
Natural Law. Natural Law sought to impose 
a limit on the use of force on the basis that 
the respect due to man did not authorize the 
indiscriminate use of any means of combat. 
The Church incorporated this principle in the 
Middle Ages and, particularly, the measures 
formulated by theologians with reference to 
just war. The Church in those days prevailed 
upon warlords to sign humanitarian truces. A 

German author identified 300 of them until 
1873
 Every bearer of weapons who be-
longs to an organized group with a command 
structure is under the obligation to observe 
the rules of international humanitarian law 
when using violence. But many military men 
and soldiers are ignorant of the laws of war 
and the humanitarian law.
 The Church in our country has not 
been able to play a role as a teacher of the 
Moral Law governing war since it has only an 
insignificant minority to listen to its teach-
ing. But in several Latin American countries 
including Columbia the Church has instructed 
the people and the military about the hu-
manitarian laws and the laws of war or civil 
conflict.
 The Holy See has always voiced a de-
fense of International Humanitarian Law. At 
Red Cross Conference in Geneva on Decem-
ber 11, 2003 Archbishop Silvano Tomasi, the 
Vatican's Permanent Observer to the United 
Nations said, "The Holy See looks at Interna-
tional Humanitarian Law as an important, 
invaluable, nonnegotiable and still relevant 
instrument." Therefore, he said the Church 
"will continue to promote appropriate initia-
tives of interreligious character to defend 
human dignity during armed conflicts and to 
increase respect for international humanitari-
an law, especially through the vast network of 
Catholic education institutions," he said. "It is 
precisely when arms are unleashed, that the 
need becomes imperative for laws that make 
military operations less inhuman," Pope John 
Paul II said. The Pope also said the principles 
that constitute international humanitarian 
law today have been able "to develop thanks 
to the maturation of principles inherent to 
the Christian message, particularly the appre-
ciation of the dignity of the human person."
 These principles teach that "even 
in the hardest of battles, it is always possible 
and, therefore, a duty to respect the dignity of 
the military adversary, the dignity of civilians 
and the indelible dignity of each human being 
involved in armed conflicts. In this way, recon-
ciliation is necessary for the re-establishment of 
peace after the conflict is favoured," he added, 
defending humanitarian law not just as "a 
juridical code, but above all as an ethical code."
 Unfortunately the Church has not 
been able to spread the teaching to the foes 
in our country. So people in the South justify 
any and all violations of the humanitarian 
law and the laws of war. It may be too late to 
educate them but can we deny the validity of 
the International Law?

The role of the church as a 
Moral Teacher during war

POINT OF VIEW

 In 1858 on Febru-
ary 11th Our Blessed Mother 
appeared to a poor 14 years 
old girl in Lourdes .She was 
Bernadette Soubirous. Her 
father was Francois Soubir-
ous and her mother was Lou-
ise Casterol. They were very 
poor and lived in a 'Cachot' 
unfit for human habitation. 
As they needed wood to keep 
themselves warm during the 
cold night, Bernadette with 
two girls went in search of 
firewood on the banks of 
the river Gave. Suddenly she 
saw a vision in the Grotto of 
Massabielle. A beautiful Lady 

dressed in a white dress 
with a blue belt, two yel-
low roses on her feet and 
a rosary in hand. The vi-
sion let the beads of her 
rosary run through her 
fingers but her lips were 
not moving. Bernadette 
shivering took out her ro-
sary and started reciting it 
and when she had finished 
the vision vanished.
 On the 18th Febru-
ary during the third appari-
tion Our Lady wanted Berna-
dette to come to the Grotto 
for 15 days. She continued 
her visits praying before Our 

Lady in the grotto during 
these apparitions. The vision 
of Bernadette in prayer made 
the people witness the value 
and the message of prayer, 
specially the rosary. 
    Contd. on Pg. 15

Message of Lourdes

Current Affairs

February 11
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of Colombo, under the 
strange name 'Beira,' 
probably a foreign name 
for it does not occur in 
our ancient and medieval 
texts and documents. And 
where is the waterway 
Tikiri Kumaru contem-
plates building? Just walk 
ahead and go up along St. 
Sebastian Hill and let the 
madly frenzied crowds 
and traffic of the late 20th 
century disappear and 
there would troop into 
your view the hewayos of 
Rajasinghe I, all the way 
from Hewagam Korale, 
their hardy torsos bare 
and glistening with beads 
of sweat, as they dig the 
waterway in a final bid to 
get rid of the foreign yoke 
and their local supporter, 
the puppet King Dhar-
mapala, confined to the 
fortress of Colombo after 
their king had forced them 
to evacuate the glorious 
City of Jayawardhanapura.
 One can surmise 
that the waterway that 
still flows under the name 
board, murky and smelly 
and carrying western 
names like Lockgate Canal 
and St. Sebastian Canal, 
owes its antecedents to 
the historical waterway.

if you are proceeding 
through Borella to 
the areas of Colombo 

10,11 and 12, just get 
down somewhere op-
posite Ananda College of 
Maradana (Colombo 10) 
as the early drop-out on 
the coach screams. Parana 
Waadiya bahinna! (Get 
down at Olde  Camp!).
 It is supposed 
to be the actual camp 
site where God King 
Rajasinghe of Sitawaka 
marshalled his forces in 
the late 16th century, to 
chase the trespassers on 
our sovereignty, from the 
distant Liberian peninsu-
la, so that the Sinhala race 
would remain masters of 
their own soil.
 Amble up Ma-
ligakande Road branch-
ing off just ahead and 
stand on the mound that 
now boasts Maligakande 
Pirivena and Clifton Balika 
Vidyalaya and may be 
gradually those 20th cen-
tury edifices though much 
beneficial would float 
away and there would 
metarmaphose before 
you the make shift palace 
of the mighty Lion King 
compared to Emperor Al-
exander by contemporary 
foreign writers as regards 

When kings fought, foreign flags 
fluttered and jackals prowled

oLD coLoMBo

A 19th century artists impression of Kayman's Gate, still standing at the Eastern 
entrance of Colombo. The bell here once tolled signalling the opening and clos-
ing of the gates of the fortress of Colombo. Today the only visible remnant of this 
fortress perhaps is the Delft gate, seen in the premises of the Commercial Bank of 
Colombo.

Wolfendhal Church, coming through centuries, is still a landmark at the eastern 
entrance of the metropolis.

By Padma Edirisinghe
Courtesy The Sunday Observer, 

October 5, 1986
place would still be called 
Santhabastiama, specially 
after the St. Sebastian 
Church is built further up 
the hill.
 Today the street 
on which this Church 
stands is called Bandara-
naike Mawatha, preceded 
by the names 'Badal 
Vidiya' and 'Silversmith 
Street' which earned fame 
as the street where three 
knights lived in a row, the 
Mudaliyars, Sir Christo-
fell Obeysekera, Justice 
Sampayo and Sir Solomon 
Dias Bandaranaike, but 
we have skipped on to the 
British Period forgetting 
the Dutch Period (1658 - 
1796).
 The best gateway 
into the Dutch period 
lies just in the vicinity of 
Santhabastiama, that is 
Hulftsdorp in Colombo 
12. Hulftsdorp is dorp or 
Village of General Hulft 
(Dorp is Dutch for village). 
Walk right into Hulfts-
dorp and let the present 
ghosts in their penguin-
like black and white kits 
disappear and you would 
see, General Hulft and his 
aides exerting themselves 

Wolves' dale

 Walk ahead and 
enter the area around 
Wolfendhal, on the 
borders of Colombo 11. 
You wonder whether 
Father Time, that ravager 
of man-made buildings 
overlooked this edifice in 
a fit of forgetfulness for it 
stands there, still intact 
and powerful. The labour 
force of Colombo and all 
the city's flotsam and 
jetsam walk past it but 
look hard through the tun-
nel of time dispelling the 
present humdrum sights 
and you can see the Dutch 
ladies walking in graceful-
ly in period costumes. The 
slaves who have trailed 
behind them stop at the 
entrance and whisper to 
each other in their own 
Kaffir tongue.
 And you would 
also see the local Sinhala 
elite, men in western garb 
and women in billowy 
skirts too sweeping into 
the church, Dutcher than 
the Dutch themselves, 
in habitat and ways.  Yet 
there was a time much 
earlier when this area 
was the haunt of prowl-
ing jackals making the 
Portuguese name it Agua 
de Loupe, which the Dutch 
translated into Wolfendhal 
- 'dale of wolves.'
 Walk further 
towards Colombo 11 till  
yonder, you view the ban-
gasalas or warehouses, 
the Arab traders of old put 
up to store their merchan-
dise around Kolonthota. 

By the way these ware-
houses are actually not 
there now, though the 
name, Bangasala Vidiya or 
Bankshall Street still runs 
strong and sizzles with 
traders from all parts of 
the country.

"Croc" defence

 But just closer to 
you is another edifice Fa-
ther Time forgot to ravage 
and its name is Kayman's 
Gate (Gate of the alligators). 
Alligators or more probably 
crocodiles, yes, they played 
their own horrendous de-
fence role in guarding the 
fortress of Colombo, pite-
ously sans sophisticated 
defence devices, and they 
swam in the multitude of 
waterways in and around 
Colombo.
 Yes, water as 
sung in 'Albatross' it 
was then 'Water, Water, 
everywher'e in Colombo. 
In fact Colombo then 
was more water than 
land till the reclamation 
measures of the British 
salvaged enough land to 
accommodate the swell-
ing populace of Colombo 
and filled the marshes 
with hard soil. Through 
the thickets and mounds 
of Hulfsdorp, St. Sebastian 
and Wolfendhal came run-
ning down  Kolon River, a 
tributary of Kelani Ganga, 
taking the  flood gates of 
the latter, to the, Lake of 
Colombo,  while numer-
ous waterways swarming 
with crocodiles linked the 
rivulet, the sea and the 
lake. In fact, stare at Gas-

works Street and St. John's 
Road running towards the 
Colombo Central Super-
market and watch them 
getting transformed into 
lower Kolon River and St. 
John's River of the 16th 
century.

Britons arrive
 But we have 
forgotton all about Kay-
man's Gate at the Eastern 
gateway of the Fortress 
of Colombo, replete with 
the bell the Dutch seized 
from a Roman Catholic 
Church in Kotte. Listen to 
the bell ringing at sunset 
signalling the closing of 
the gates of the fortress. 
And wait, there till the 
year 1796 dawns to watch 
another white-skinned 
race scamper up from the 
Kelani River at Pasbetel 
near Wattala, after having 
landed at Negombo.
 They enter 
Colombo through Kay-
man's gate at the eastern 
gateway of Colombo and 
soon, on the battlements, 
the blue, white and red 
union flag begins to flutter  
brazenly.  It is the Union 
Jack of the hardy island 
race of Britons. 
         Colombo 10,11,12 
. . . . they just sizzle and 
bristle with cameras of a 
period of our history, so 
turbulent, maybe fascinat-
ing to a pro - Westener but 
pathetic to sensitive sons 
and daughters of the soil, 
as they watch helplessly 
one imperialist aggressor 
after another occupy their 
land so brazenly.

his military prowess and 
organizing savvy.

Beira-foreign?
 The  warrior 
King who fought for his 
country's independence 
from the age of 11,  stands 
there, giving  instruc-
tions to drain the Lake of 
Colombo through  a wa-
terway to be built in the 
vicinity so that the hydro 
defences of Colombo 
would weaken.
 Lake of Colombo? 
Sounds unfamiliar. But 
parts of it still scintil-
late in different parts 

St. Sebastian
 Marine aid, how-
ever, thwarts our plans 
for we were never a sea 
power and you watch, 
with a gulp in your throat, 
the Portuguese gaining 
ground  and their bastions 
and battlements coming 
up, girdling the City of 
Colombo.
 One bastion they 
decided to name St. Sebas-
tian after the Saint,  (all 
their bastions are named 
after patron saints), not 
bargaining for the fact that 
some 400 years later the 

to achieve what God-
King Rajasinghe failed to 
achieve, i.e, the subjuga-
tion of the Portuguese.
 They are luckier 
for they are a vigorous sea 
power and the highland 
King Rajasinghe II is their 
ally. And now watch the 
City of Colombo falling 
to their hands though at 
the expenses of General 
Hulft's life. And over the 
bastion of St. Sebastian 
begin to flutter the orange 
Flag of Netherlands, dis-
placing the  Ferengi Flag
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f o l d 
precepts (ata sil) on 

a poya day. My wife 
and I got an oral invitation 
to attend this wedding. 
I did not get the printed 
invitation which was 
supposed to have been 
printed on ordinary paper 
and not on parchment. 
In these Invitations the 
invitees had been told to 
wear plain clothes. We 
happened to be the best 
dressed couple in the 
church. I was wearing a 
black suit and a maroon tie 
as we had not known about 
the plain dress code! 
 The bride groom 
was wearing a white 
national dress and was 
bare-footed. The bride 
was wearing a plain white 
Kandyan saree with no 
extra make up, as she was 
naturally beautiful and 
she did not need any extra 
colours on her comely face. 
She was carrying a small 
bouquet of white araliya 
and jasmine flowers. Her 
white veil was short and 
there was no need for any 
page boy or bridesmaids to 
hold it. In fact, I did not see 
any bridesmaids or flower 
girls or page boys. 
 The Church was 
a simple building without 

  Bits & 

Pieces

Madi

introduction
Congratulations on your engagement and your 
intention to marry in the Catholic Church. We rejoice to 
see and to share in your love for each other and your 
commitment to prepare for a life lived together in this 
Holy Sacrament. 

You have already shared in the rich sacramental life of 
the Church.

• in Baptism, you rejected sin and professed 
your faith in Christ Jesus. You were united with Christ, 
becoming a member of His Body, the Church. By the 
power of His death and resurrection, your sins were 
forgiven and the gates of everlasting life were opened 
for you. 
• In Confirmation, you received the special gift 
of the Holy Spirit binding you more closely with Christ 
and the Church. You were entrusted with the special 
mission of witnessing to the Gospel and defending the 
faith by your life of fidelity to Christ. 
• in the holy eucharist, you participated in the 
banquet of Christ’s paschal mystery. Together with the 
rest of the Church, you recall the death and resurrection 
of the Lord in this sign and effect of the unity of the 
people of God and of the faithful living out of your 
Christian Commitment, which achieves the building of 
the Body of Christ. 
• in the sacrament of reconciliation, you 
experience the mercy and forgiveness God offered to 
us through Jesus’ passion, death, and resurrection. 
God’s saving grace reconciles you to Himself and to the 

Church, which was wounded by our sin. 
 now, in the sacrament of Matrimony, you 
will be given a special grace and will take on a new 
vocation in which you become an image of God’s love 
for His people. 
 As you prepare to enter into this lifelong 
partnership, we look forward to assisting you in the 
task of forming the most loving Christian relationship 
possible, one in which you both can have confidence. 

Preparation for Marriage
 The celebration of the Holy Eucharist (marriage 
rite in the Church for disparity of cult) is the most 
important thing for you on your wedding day. Please 
contact the Parish Priest at least six months prior to the 
proposed date of the wedding to reserve the Church for 
your celebration. A tentative wedding date may be set 
at the time of the initial meeting with the Parish Priest. 
When you have established the ‘freedom to marry status’ 
through the presentation of your Baptismal certificates 
with the relative endorsement, the tentative wedding 
date can be confirmed. 
 Marriage is a lifelong commitment. Hence, the 
routine of Pre-Nuptial Inquiry satisfies only the filling of 
the prescribed form, which is totally inadequate. Please 
participate at the intensive programme of preparation 
organised for you with enthusiasm for it will enrich you to 

Your Wedding in the Catholic Church

 In a hotel or a 
reception hall a normal 
wedding with 250 guests 
will cost you more than 
one million rupees. One 
of my friends, spent more 
than 10 million rupees the 
other day for the church 
decorations and the 
reception of his daughter's 
wedding. A three-star hotel 
in Colombo will charge Rs. 
4100 per head for the hall 
with a buffet menu. 
 E n l i g h t e n e d 
parents can give a head 
start to the couple who are 
launching on a new family 
life by saving this money 
and putting it in a savings 
account in their name. 
This type of money will be 
a great boost to the young 
couple who are launching 
into an unfamiliar family 
life. Most of the time, the 
parents of the couple raise 
a big loan in the name of 
the newly-wedded son 
or daughter to spend on 
such "show off" weddings. 
The newly-wedded couple 
starts their family life 
indebted to the banks or 
the "loan sharks." 
 At the beginning 
of this year we attended a 
simple wedding in a church 
where all guests as well as 
the couple were wearing 
plain white clothes. The 
crowd looked like devotees 
who are going to a village 
temple to take the eight-

A Simple 
Wedding 

doors or windows, and 
looked like an old school 
building. The cool January 
breeze was freely blowing 
through this simple 
structure. The Service 
was filled with meaningful 
hymns sung by a well-
trained choir. The Homily 
was short and meaningful 
and no doubt came right 
from the heart of the 
preacher. I presumed that 
the rings that the couple 
exchanged were made of 
white gold. But later on I 
came to know they were 
made of mere stainless 
steel. At first I did not 
notice the difference! 
    After the meaningful 
service, the guests were 

invited for tea in the 
church premises, not in a 
five-star hotel in Colombo. 
The "banquet" looked 
more like a table laid on 
the Sinhala and Tamil New 
Year day: kiribath, kawum, 
cutlets and patties, etc. 
which were very delicious. 
My wife and I were so 
gastronomically satisfied 
after this meal, that we 
skipped our lunch. No 
official photographers 
or loud and earsplitting 
pop bands to disturb our 
conversation. The couple 
too mingled with the 
guests and offered their 
gratitude for attending the 
wedding.

make this commitment. For your convenience there are 
courses on marriage counseling at various recognised 
Diocesan Centers. Please follow the guidelines that your 
Parish Priest gives on this.
 Please be sincere when you go for Pre-Nuptial 
Inquiry, because the Parish Priest has to do a diligent 
inquiry so as to find out whether any impediment or 
prohibition exists with regard to the parties that contract 
marriage in the Catholic Church. Take along with you a 
recent copy of the baptismal certificate asserting the 
freedom to marry status. Please note that these formal 
procedures are followed in the Church not to embarrass 
you but to help you. 

Time of celebration
• Marriage could be celebrated in the morning 
or in the evening in all Parish churches of the 
Archdiocese.
• However, according to Civil Law, the Marriage 
Rite and Registration should take place not earlier than 
6.00 a.m. and not later than 6.00 p.m. 

seating Arrangement for the couple

 Please note that the place allotted for the couple 
at Wedding Masses is outside the Altar railings and in 
the Main Isle of the Church. 

signing of the Marriage register

• Signing is done after the celebration. Please 
be mindful of it in choosing the witnesses and instruct 
them also about it to avoid any inconveniences. 
• Marriage cannot be celebrated unless the 
parties produce the ‘Pink form’ from the Government 
Registrar of Marriages. 

witnesses at Marriage

 Any person Catholic or non-Catholic over 21 
years of age could be witnesses at your marriage. Inform 
them also that they have to witness really the fact of 
your consent, rather than just be present in somewhere 
in the Church.

Music at Your wedding Liturgy

 Religious singing is a basic and integral part 
of Catholic Worship, and therefore, also for your 
wedding celebration. There are parts of the celebration 
that need to be accompanied by music, and the most 
important times are those for congregational singing. 
Unfortunately in our recent history, this is usually the 
last type of music that couples consider. Allowing an 
organist, pianist or soloist to perform all of the music 
in your wedding is not compatible with Catholic Liturgy 
(solo performances are not allowed).
 Selecting hymns in which the entire assembly 
can take part is a vital requirement when choosing 
hymns for your celebration. It is important that the music 
fits the context of faith and dignity of the occasion. The 
texts should speak of the Christian concept of marriage 
and not focus itself on the romantic aspect only. Every 
generation has its love songs and some of them are 
great music. However, while they may have a place in 
your wedding day, it needs to be planned outside of the 
wedding liturgy. 
 It is also important to remember that your 
wedding day belongs to more than just the two of you. 
Those who have come to share the day with you want 
and deserve the opportunity to help you celebrate by 
lifting their hearts and voices in singing. Let them be 
more than passive – let them celebrate with you, and 
select music to help them do that! Choose hymns they 
can sing. By doing this, you give the assembly a sense 
that this is a celebration of Spiritual joy too where 
everyone can participate. 

(Contd. next week)
(Courtesy: Archdiocesan Liturgical Service) 

Canonical, Liturgical and Pastoral Guidelines for Catholic Marriages in the Archdiocese of Colombo
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them in the sacrament of matrimony. Eventually he was 
discovered by the Emperor, who promptly had Valen-
tine arrested and brought before him. Because he was 
so impressed with the young priest, Claudius attempted 
to convert him to Roman paganism rather than execute 
him. However, Valentine held steadfast and in turn at-
tempted to convert Claudius to Christianity, at which 
point the Emperor condemned him to death.

While in prison, Valentine was tended by the jailer, Aste-
rius, and his blind daughter. Asterius' daughter was very 
kind to Valentine and brought him food and messages. 
They developed a friendship and toward the end of his 
imprisonment Valentine was able to convert both father 
and daughter to Christianity. Legend has it that he also 
miraculously restored the sight of the jailer's daughter.

The night before his execution, the priest wrote a fare-
well message to the girl and signed it affectionately 
"From Your Valentine," a phrase that lives on even to 
today. He was executed on February 14th, 273 AD in 
Rome. 

Compiled by: Kishani S. Fernando 

To celebrate this year’s National Independence Day on 
February 04, we have with us a newly cut statue of Our 
Lady of Lanka. This 48 inch tall statue of mahogany wood 
was installed at the Aththidiya Thrithwa Bawana Church 
last year. The statue was blessed by His Excellency Joseph 
Spiteri Apostalic Nuncio for Sri Lanka. The image was 
sculptured by Raymond Fernando of Moratuwa.

Lady of Lanka

Bible Verses for Valentine's Day
Many of our modern conceptions about the meaning of 
love can be traced back to a Bible verse.

"No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, 
God lives in us and his love is made complete in us." (1 
John 4:12)
"And now these three remain: faith, hope, and love. But 
the greatest of these is love." (1 Corinthians 13:13)
"Dear friends, let us love one another for love comes 
from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and 
knows God." (1 John 4:7)
"Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, is not pomp-
ous, it is not infl ated, it is not rude, it does not seek its own 
interests, it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood over 
injury, it does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices 
with the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes 
all things, endures all things." (1 Corinthians 13:4-8)
"Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the de-
sires of your heart." (Psalms 37:4)
"To love Him with all your heart, with all your understand-
ing, and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor 
as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and 
sacrifi ces." (Mark 12:33)
"We love because He fi rst loved us." (1 John 4:19)

Be my Valentine
Whitefriar Street Carmelite Church in Dublin Ireland 
is said to resemble more of monotonous government 
building than a Catholic church. A pair of lovely golden 
statues and some inscriptions at the front door are the 
only indication of what lies within. But enter its lofty 
portals and the Church is exactly what you would ex-
pect from a cathedral. Tall ceilings, stunning arches and 
amazing stain-glass windows decorate this amazing 
place. Small shrines are beautifully designed and main-
tained. And the atmosphere is very relaxing and peace-
ful. The church is maintained by the Carmelite Order. It 
is also one of the churches in the world to house the rel-
ics of Saint Valentine, which were donated to the church 
in the 19th century.
 
In 1835 an Irish Carmelite by the name of John Spratt 
was visiting Rome. He was well known in Ireland for 
his skills as a preacher and also for his work among the 
poor and destitute in Dublin’s Liberties area. He 
was also responsible for the building of the new 
church to Our Lady of Mount Carmel at White-
friar Street. While he was in Rome he was asked 
to preach at the famous Jesuit Church in the city, 
the Gesu. Fame as a preacher had preceded him, 
and the elite of Rome flocked to hear him and he 

received many tokens of esteem from the doyens of the 
Church. One such token came from Pope Gregory XVI 
(1831-1846) and were the remains of Saint Valentine.

On November 10, 1836, the Reliquary containing the 
remains arrived in Dublin and were brought in solemn 
procession to Whitefriar Street Church where they were 
received by Archbishop Murray of Dublin. Today there 
is an altar and shrine housing  them and enable them to 
be venerated. 

The Shrine to St Valentine is found on the right hand 
side of the church as one enters the church. The casket 
sits beneath the marble altar in a niche which is pro-
tected by an ornate iron and glass gate. Above the altar 
stands the life-sized statue of the saint set into a marble 
mosaic alcove.  The statue was carved by Irene Broe and 
depicts the saint in the red vestments of a martyr and 
holding a crocus in his hand. The saint is also barefoot. 
The casket is wooden and on top bears the papal coat 
of arms of Gregory XVI along with two large gold plates 
which have the letter of Cardinal Odescalchi inscribed 
in English upon them. Between these two plates and be-
neath the papal crest is a smaller plate with the inscrip-
tion: This shrine contains the sacred body of Saint Val-

entinus the Martyr, together with a small vessel tinged 
with his blood.
The reliquary contains “some” of his remains (never 
claiming to have all of them), and a small vessel tinged 
with his blood. These are contained within a small 
wooden box, covered in painted paper and is tied with a 
red silk ribbon and sealed with wax seals (which is the 
usual way in which relics are contained within reliquar-
ies). This container is inside the casket which is seen be-
neath the altar. The outer casket has only been opened 
on a couple of occasions and then only to verify that the 
contents are intact. The inner box has not been opened 
or the seals broken.

The Shrine is visited throughout the year by couples 
who come to pray to Valentine and to ask him to watch 
over them in their lives together. On the feastday of the 
saint on February 14 many couples come for  the Eucha-
ristic celebrations that includes a Blessing of Rings. 

The story of Love 
Legend states that Valentine, aided the Christian 
martyrs during the Claudian persecution. In addi-
tion to his other edicts against helping Christians, 
Claudius had also issued a decree forbidding mar-
riage. In order to increase troops for his army, he 
forbade young men to marry, believing that single 
men made better soldiers than married men.

Valentine defied this decree and urged young lov-
ers to come to him in secret so that he could join 
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As Religious, we, more and 
more, refer to our prophet-
ic charism. Mary, although 
we acclaim her as the 

Queen of Prophets, very often we fail 
to look at her Prophetic Role. Schol-
ars have noted that Luke’s portrait 
of Mary, particularly in Lk. 1:26-56, 
defines her prophetic mission. We 
think of Mary, not as outspoken or as 
a person forcing her way to defend 
the cause of justice. But she does 
not remain an introvert. She is fully 
attentive to what she sees and hears.  
In the Canticle of Mary in Luke 1:46-
55, we get the true picture of Mary 
herself. Here Mary sings a song of 
praise to God who shakes up the sta-
tus quo, who lifts up the humble like 
her and chooses her to be bearer 
of God's Son. She foreshadows her 
Son's prophetic ministry in all that 
the Lord has done in her life.
 
 In the infancy narrative in 
Luke’s Gospel, the author is not just 
concerned with facts but with the 
meaning of the facts. He is writing 
history in the Biblical Genre, which 
unfolds the story of the mighty ac-
tions of God. The Infancy Narrative 
in Luke is dominated by the idea 
of the Messiah as the fulfilment of 
God’s promises to Israel. When she 
is told of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, 
Mary goes in haste to the hill coun-
try to a town in Judah (1: 39). When 
Elizabeth sees Mary, she is filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and cries out in 
recognition that Mary is “the mother 
of my Lord” (1:43). Elizabeth’s 
welcome seems to confirm Mary’s 
experience of God’s love and the 
Magnificat as an explosion of joy in 
response.
 
 The Magnificat is full of 
Old Testament allusions and has a 
special connection to the canticle 
of Hannah (1 Sam 2: 1-10), who 
rejoices in the birth of her son, 
Samuel. Whatever its origin, Luke’s 
attribution of the Magnificat to Mary 
gives us the assurance that it truly 
represents her sentiments. Elizabeth 
blessed Mary as the mother of the 
Messiah because Mary believed that 

the promise made to her would be 
fulfilled (Lk.1: 45) and Mary gives 
the glory to God in joyful thanks-
giving. The Magnificat is a song of 
thanksgiving that celebrates the his-
tory of salvation from three perspec-
tives. The first part (1: 48-50) is the 
dialogue between the holy and faith-
ful God and the humility and open-
ness of the believer, represented in 
Luke’s Gospel by Mary. In the second 
part (1: 51-53) there is a historical 
confirmation of the saving action of 
God. What God will do in the future 
is guaranteed by what He has done 
in the past. From that sure base 
there arises a firm hope for a new 
world where the usual schemes of 
this world will be overturned. All of 
this is founded upon the faithfulness 
of God who does not lead astray. 
The third part (1: 54-55) tells of 
God’s saving intervention in the 
forthcoming birth of the Messiah. 
God has been faithful to the prom-
ises made to Israel.
 In the rest of the Gospel of 
Luke, Jesus proclaims a new world 
order, not based on violent revolu-
tion but on a change of heart. In his 
inaugural sermon in the synagogue 
in Nazareth, he sets out his pro-
gramme from the Prophet Isaiah and 
Mary’s prophecy in the Magnificat is 
now beginning to come true. 
Sharing in the eternal life of God 
means to live the life of God. It 
means to see as God sees and to 
love as God loves. God has already 
thrown down the arrogant, deposed 
the rulers and raised up the lowly. 
We, the followers of Jesus Christ, 
must carry out his vision and his 
mission. We must bring the Good 
News of the Kingdom to the poor. 
We can only do that with the faith 
that Mary exemplifies “be it done 
unto me..” (Lk 1:38). That faith  
must drive us and motivate all our 
actions so that we do not simply 
hear the Word of God but like Mary, 
who “kept all these things ponder-
ing them in her heart”,  (Lk. 2:19) 
may we be prompt at discerning 
where the Lord is summoning us. 

nATionAL reLiGioUs DAY
 FeBrUArY 14, 2014  - Basilica of our Lady of Lanka – Tewatte,  ragama

Consecrated Religious living and 
serving in Sri Lanka will come together 

as a Collective Transforming Force to 
pray, reflect and celebrate together

Theme: 
“Prophetic role of Mary Today”

"history has repeatedly demonstrated that the charism 
of religious Life can bring about change and growth of 
the church in terms of holiness and effectiveness of its 
mission. st. Benedict, st. Francis of Assisi, st. ignatius 
of Loyola are examples of such historical achievements. 
with our present holy Father, Pope Francis the holy 
spirit indicates this direction":

This is the first time in the History of Sri Lanka that we 
are having A national religious Day;

After we started organising this day we received some 
good news:

The occasion was the 82nd 
General Assembly of the 
Union of Superiors Gen-
eral, which met in the 

Salesianum, a Conference Centre in 
Rome, in November 2014.  The Holy 
Father had been expected to speak for 
just a few minutes; instead, he chose 
to meet with the Superiors for three 
hours, engaging in a “long, colloquial 
and fraternal discussion…composed 
of questions and answers.”
 
 The first group of questions 
related to the identity and mission of 
consecrated life.  A radical approach 
is required of all Christians, the 
Pope stated, but religious persons 
are called upon to follow the Lord 
in a special way: “They are men and 
women who can awaken the world. 
Consecrated life is prophecy. God 
asks us to fly the nest and to be sent 
to the frontiers of the world, avoid-
ing the temptation to ‘domesticate’ 
them. This is the most concrete way 
of imitating the Lord.”
 
 When asked about the situ-
ation of vocations, the Pope empha-
sised that there are young Churches 
which are bearing new fruit. This 
naturally gives rise to a re-evalua-
tion of the inculturation of charism. 
The Church must follow the example 
of Matteo Ricci in asking forgiveness 

for and looking with shame upon 
apostolic failures caused by misun-
derstandings in this field. Intercul-
tural dialogue must press for the 
introduction of persons of various 
cultures, expressing different ways 
of living the charism, in the gover-
nance of religious institutes.
 
 The Pope insisted upon the 
importance of formation, which he 
presented as founded upon four fun-
damental pillars: spiritual, intellec-
tual, communitarian and apostolic. 
It is indispensable to avoid every 
form of hypocrisy and clericalism by 
means of a frank and open dialogue 
on all aspects of life: “formation is an 
artisanal craft, not a form of polic-
ing”, he commented; “its aim is to 
form religious persons with a tender 
heart, not acid, not like vinegar. We 
are all sinners, but not corrupt. Sin-
ners are to be accepted, but not the 
corrupt.”
 
 When asked about brother-
hood, the Pope said that this has a 
great force of attraction, and presup-
poses the acceptance of differences 
and conflicts. At times it is difficult 
to live in fraternity, but without it no 
fruit may be borne. In any case, “we 
must never act like managers when 
faced with a conflict: Conflict instead 
must be caressed,” said the Pope.
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297 sri Lankans are Missionaries in other countries

Congregations with an outstanding number of Missionaries

Little sisters of the Poor :   32 Missionaries are in other countries
25 Sri Lankan Sisters and       7 Foreigners are in Sri Lanka 
in their two Communities at Maradana and Batticaloa   

Missionaries of charity:   27 Missionaries in other countries
47 Foreigners and 8 Sri Lankans in Sri Lanka

sisters of the holy Family (Colombo Province)   22 Missionaries in other countries
sisters of the holy Family (Jaffna Province)        10 Missionaries in other countries
sisters of the holy Family (Contemplatives)     4 Missionaries in other countries
34 Sri Lankan Holy Family Sisters are Missionaries

Apostolic religious of the Good shepherd   18 Missionaries in other countries
contemplative religious of the Good shepherd   5 Missionaries in other countries
23 Sri Lankan Good Shepherd Sisters are Missionaries

Daughters of our Lady of the sacred heart     18 Missionaries in other countries

sisters of the holy Angels a unique Congregation begun in Sri Lanka.
They have 15 Missionaries, 4 in Australia and 11 in Kenya
The Sri Lankan Sisters began a Novitiate in Kenya and already they have 8 Kenyan Sisters

some statistics of religious 
in sri Lanka

nUMBer oF Men reLiGioUs in cLericAL conGreGATions 
  705
nUMBer oF reLiGioUs BroThers     
  130

   Total       
  835

nUMBer oF APosToLic woMen reLiGioUs  2331
nUMBer oF conTeMPLATiVe woMen reLiGioUs   
     197

   Total      2528

ToTAL nUMBer oF reLiGioUs      835  
Men religious
        2528  
women religious
       3363  
religious

Missionaries sent
clerical congregations  48 
religious Brothers    08
    
 Total     56

Apostolic women religious  233 
contemplative women religious                 08 
 
 Total     241

Total number of sri Lankan Missionaries    
 56 + 241 = 297

 A number 
of questions were 
asked regarding the 
relationships between 
religious persons 
and the particular 
Churches to which 
they belong. The Pope 
confirmed that he 
had experience of the 
possible problems: 
“We bishops must 
understand that con-
secrated persons are 
not helpers, but rather 
charisms which enrich 
dioceses.”
 
 The final questions regarded 
the frontiers of the mission of con-
secrated persons. “They must be 

sought on the basis of 
the charisms,” answered 
the Pope. Situations of 
exclusion remain the 
first priorities. Along-
side these challenges he 
mentioned the cultural 
and educational mis-
sion in schools and 
universities. For the 
Pope, the pillars of edu-
cation are “transmitting 
knowledge, transmitting 
methods, transmitting 

values. By these means, faith is com-
municated. The educator must mea-
sure up to those he or she educates, 

and must give careful thought to how 
to proclaim Jesus Christ to a changing 
generation.”
 
 Before taking leave of the 
Superiors General present, the Pope 
announced that 2015 would be a 

year dedicated to consecrated life. He 
added, “Thank you, for what you do 
and for your spirit of faith and your 
quest for service. Thanks for your 
testimony, and also for the humilia-
tions you have to endure.”

cd;sl meúos oskh

Basilica of Our Lady of Lanka, Tewatte

14 February 2014
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 "Boy David faced the mighty 
Philistine, Goliath, with a sling. We can 
conquer the mightier Satan with the 
Rosary," Pope Pius XII had said. 
 The Rosary is a powerful prayer 
that can be recited any time by anyone 
who has faith in the intercessary pow-
ers of the Holy Mother. "It is the Bible of 
the blind and the illiterate? Saints have 
described it as a religious book that 
people can read even in utter darkness. 
All the major incidents of the salvific 
saga are contemplated on in the various 
mysteries that are part and parcel of the 
Rosary.
 This is what St, Basil says, "Hey, 
you sinner, without being a coward, 
learn to rely on the Holy Mother, seek 
her assistance. You should understand 
that she is always ready to help you. It 
is the desire of God that she should help 
all the people in all their needs."

 As garnered from the docu-
ments of the Vatican, the Fathers of the 
Church have testified like this:  "The 
influence of Mary emanates from the 
graces of Christ. Its base is the interces-
sion of Christ Himself. It is completely 
dependent on such an intercession. 
There is only one God. There is only one 
mediator between man and God and 
that is Jesus Christ."
 The major incidents in the life 
of Christ, from His birth to His Crucifix-
ion, Burial, Resurrection and Ascension 
are remembered in the mysteries of the 
Rosary, as we seek the intercession of 
Mary, and through her, of Jesus. Jesus 
Christ openly acknowledges that He will 
grant the requests made to Him by His 
Mother by changing water into wine at 
the Wedding feast of Cana. Holy Mary 
is the link that binds heaven and earth. 
She was the one who readily agreed to 
be the Mother of the Saviour by saying 
'Yes' to the order of the Father - 'Here 
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 
with me according to your word' (Lk 
1:38). By giving her consent to be the 
Mother of Jesus she was dedicating 
her life to mankind, accepting to be the 
intercessor of the people.

Marian Piety
 Pope John Paul II was an ardent 
devotee of Mary and he propagated 
Marian Piety. He said, "When the Word 
was made flesh through Mary, the 
distance between the Creator and the 
created was removed." 
 Marian Piety is based on the 
Bible as well as Tradition. Marian Piety 
is the easiest way to obey God. Mary's 
glory and greatness consisted of her 
humility and simplicity. God took these 
as the criteria for filling her with divine 

graces. That made her "full of grace. The 
maternal intercession of Mary is a gift 
that God has granted the believers. Pope 
John Paul II further acknowledged his 
obligation to Mary: "I have been able 
to carry out the work of the Church 
punctually and without any problem in 
spite of my physical disabilities because 
of the special blessings of the Holy 
Mother." 
 When, on May 13, 1982, on 
the 64th anniversary of the Feast of the 
Lady of Fatima, the Pope was shot by a 
23 year-old Turk youth named Ali Agca. 
As the Pope was falling down, he prayed 
like this, "Mary, I am fully yours." Quite 
miraculously, a picture of the  Mother 
supporting the falling Pope was cap-
tured on camera.The Mother will never 
allow a person who relies on her  to fall 
or perish.
 The Mother promises all those 
who recite the Rosary with piety her 
special protection and graces. She as-
sures them that they will never have 
accidental deaths or other unfortunate 
afflictions. She, promises to grant them 
their just requests. St. Dominic says, "I 
have always received whatever I have 
asked for after reciting the Rosary." In 
the Prayer of Rosary, Jesus and Mary are 
present.
 Pope John Paul II was never 
tired of showering eulogies and myster-
ies on the Rosary. "During the moments 
of joy as well as of sorrow, the Rosary 
was with me. I had always presented 
all my anxieties and worries to it. Each 
time I sought help, I received it. The 
Rosary is my most favourite prayer."
 The Rosary is a mighty weapon 
to resist the machinations of the devil. 
The message of the Eucharistic Mother 
as revealed by her was like this: The 
head of the devil will be crushed only 
through the power of the Holy Eucharist 
that fills my tabernacle and through the 
Rosary which is more powerful than any 
nuclear weapon. When the devil prowls 
round greedily seeking victims to 
devour, God gives us forewarnings. He 
asks us to wear all the protective shields 
he has given us. The Word makes it 
obvious: Be strong in the Lord and the 
strength of his power. Put on the whole 
armour of God, so that you may be able 
to stand against the wiles of the devil 
(Eph 6:10). Again in James 4:7 we read: 
"Submit yourselves ... to God. Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you." 
 It was in 1522 that Pope Adrian 
VI, exhorted the people to recite the 
Rosary to become strong against the on-
slaughts of the devil. Rosary is a potent 
shield against hell. As we join the Holy 
Mother, who crushed the head of the 
serpent, in reciting the Rosary, all the 
efforts of the devil to vanquish us will 
be made ineffectual.
 Through the reciting of the 
Rosary all our bondage to sin will be 
broken. Our bad habits will go away.  
St. Louis Mosfort had asserted that all 
those who say the Rosary on a daily 
basis would never go astray. We should 
pray for the people struggling under 
the bondage of sin. The intercession of 
the Mother will help us, her children, to 
win the battle against the devil and his 
cohorts. If you say the Rosary, walking 
around your house, ail the evil spirits 
that lurk outside looking for entry will be 
made to flee.

 The Sally-Sabu couple did 
not have a child even after 15 years 
of their marital life. Every day I said 
three Rosaries on their behalf and 
assured them that the Holy Mother 
would come to their rescue.  They 
also prayed for success. At the end of 
it all, in 2011, they were blessed with 
a baby girl.
 
Protection and Grace
 Whatever we ask through 
the intercession of Mary, Jesus will 
give us. Since we remember all the 
incidents in the life of Christ, when 
we say the different Mysteries and 
contemplate upon them, God will be 
pleased to grant us our desires. The 
Holy Mother also has promised that 
whatever is asked through the Rosary 
will be granted. She assures her pro-
tection and graces to all those who 
sincerely recite the Rosary.
 Rosary brings peace and sta-
bility to the family and society. Pope 
Pius IX exhorted the people to come 
together and recite the Rosary for 
getting peace in their hearts, homes 
and nations. The Rosary is the most 
favourite prayer of the Holy Mother. 
It is believed that in 1646 the Holy Vir-
gin appeared in a vision at Atlas Letta 
in France to two children named Mela-
nia Matgwa and Maximin Gerard and 
revealed to them that the prayers she 
liked most were the 'Our  Father' and 
'Hail Mary' recited during the Rosary. 
In 1917, the Holy Virgin appeared in 
Fatima to three children named Fran-
cisco, Jacintha and Lucia asking them 
to tell people to continue -with the 
piety to the Rosary for enduring world 
peace.
 In Fatima the Holy Virgin 
reveals that she is the Queen of the 
Rosary. On October 13, 1917, when 
she appeared the sixth time, she tells 
the children: "I want to have a church 
built here for my veneration. I am the 
Queen of the Rosary. Recite the Rosary 
every day. The War will end and the 
soldiers will return to their homes."
 From all this we can guess that 
some mysterious power is contained in 
the Rosary. We often speak of the 'Mys-
tery of the Rosary'. The English word 
'mystery' is derived from the Greek 
word 'mysterious'. It means 'something 
that cannot be described'; or 'some-
thing that is kept secret'. In Christianity 
the word mystery is used to describe 
the Sacraments, especially the Holy 
Eucharist, and the important incidents 
in the life of Jesus and Mary that we 
contemplate in the Rosary. If we look at 
the word 'mystery' from the theological 
perspective, it would mean "a truth that 
is incomprehensible to the human mind 
and, at the same time, something that 
should be accepted through faith."
 On October 16, 2002, Pope John 
Paul II, sent out his encyclical titled 'The 
Rosary of Virgin Mary' and declared the 
period from October 2002 to Octo-
ber 2003 as the 'Year of the Rosary.' 
The Pope exhorted people to discover 
the Gospel base of the Rosary and its 
importance, to contemplate the divine 
mysteries of the life of Jesus, and to ap-
preciate the spiritual wealth and beauty 
of the Rosary. Through his encyclical he 
also informed all the Christians of the 
necessity to recite this great prayer.

 In the Rosary we are not just 
praying to the Mother alone but also to 
her son Jesus. Looked at this way, the 
Rosary is not a mere act of piety to the 
Mother, seeking her intercession for get-
ting our things done. But when we pray 
through the Rosary, the Son approves 
what the Mother asks, and the Father 
gives it.
 Through the Mother, through 
her Rosary, we meditate upon the life 
and salvific mission of Jesus. The 20 
mysteries of the Rosary are so formu-
lated that at the end of it all, we will 
have contemplated on all the important 
aspects of the life of Jesus. Until 2002, 
there were only 15 Mysteries - five of 
Joy, five of Sorrow and five of Glory. But 
in 2002, another 5 Mysteries of Light 
were added, as per the revelation made 
to a priest named Praiga by the Holy 
Mother in 1954. On October 16, 2002, 
Pope John Paul II included the Myster-
ies of Light in the Rosary. Thus today 
we contemplate on 20 Mysteries in the 
Rosary.
 Our faith, reliance, love and 
piety to the Mother always keep us on 
the righteous paths. As we get near 
the Mother we are getting closer to the 
Heavenly Father. Say as many Rosaries 
as you can each day. I pray that all the 
believers be given the grace by God to 
recite the Rosary many times each day.

Courtesy: Vachanolsavam

we can conquer the Mightier  satan with the rosary

"In the Rosary we 
are not just praying 
to the Mother alone 
but also to her son 

Jesus. Looked at 
this way, the Rosary 

is not a mere act 
of piety to the 

Mother, seeking 
her intercession for 
getting our things 

done"

"Our bad habits will 
go away. 

St. Louis Mosfort 
had asserted that 
all those who say 
the Rosary on a 

daily basis would 
never go astray"
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First reading:
is. 58: 7-10

 Prophet Isaiah 
reveals to the Israelites 
about the perfect life that 
they should live if they are 
to show their true love to-
wards God and the way 
in which they could reap 
God’s blessings.

second reading:
1 cor. 2: 1-5
 St. Paul in all 
simplicity reveals to the 
Jews how God’s power be-
came active through the 
Spirit because he became 
humble enough not to use 
God’s power and wisdom 
in order to preach the Gos-
pel.

Gospel:
Mt. 5: 13-16
 Jesus preaches 
to the disciples about the 
importance of living useful 
and worthwhile lives. For 
this reason we like the salt 
and the light ought to be 
worthwhile and useful.

Reflection
 Today’s Readings 
remind us of the impor-
tance of living a perfect 
life as Christians. As Chris-
tians we ought to be use-
ful and worthwhile. For 
this reason we have to be 
charitable and show our 
love, care and concern to-
wards our neighbour. We 
have to place God before 
ourselves. Then the Spirit 
becomes active in us and 
the power of God begins to 

Sun: Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
 Is. 58:7-10;1Cor.2:1-5; Mt.5:13-16  
Mon: Memorial of St.Scholastica, Virgin
 1Kgs.8:1-7,9-13; Mk.6:53-56
Tue:  1 Kgs.8:22-23,27-30; Mk. 7:1-13
Wed: 1 Kgs. 10:1-10; Mk. 7:14-23
Thu: 1 Kgs. 11:4-13;Mki. 7:24-30
Fri: Memorial of SS. Cyril, Monk and    
Methodius Bishop
  1 Kgs. 11:29-32, 12:19;Mk. 7: 31-37
Sat:  1 Kgs.12:26-32, 13:33,34; Mk. 8:1-10
Sun: Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
 Sir15:16-21; 1Cor. 2:6-10; Mt.5:17-37

      
I am the light of the world, says the Lord, 
anyone who follows me will have the light of 
life. (Jn.8:12)

LITURGICAL CALENDAR  YEAR  A 
9th Feb.  -16th Feb. 2014

PrAYer oF The FAiThFUL

Response: Lord hear our prayer

 For all Christians that they may add the 
flavour of joy and goodness to life by the ways 
they live. We pray to the Lord. 
Response: Lord hear our prayer

 For our leaders that they may help to 
keep society good and healthy by promoting de-
cent values and standards. We pray to the Lord. 
Response: Lord hear our prayer

 For all those who live in the darkness of 
injustice and oppression that the light of justice 
may shine on them. We pray to the Lord. 
Response: Lord hear our prayer

 That we may be salt and light within our 
own little world by doing our ordinary work well. 
We pray to the Lord. 
Response: Lord hear our prayer

Fifth sunday in ordinay Time
work in and 
through us. 
The Readings 
promise God’s 
blessings and 
fulfillment of 
all requests as 
a result.
 T h e 
First Reading 
in concrete 
form tells us 
the need to 
live a chari-
table life if we 
are to gener-
ate the power 
of God. It says 
“Share your 
bread with 
the hungry, 
and bring 
the homeless 
poor into your 
house; when you 
see the naked, cover him 
and do not hide yourself 
from your own flesh. Then 
shall your light break-forth 
like the dawn, and your 
healing shall spring up 
speedily; your righteous-
ness shall go before you, 
the glory of the Lord shall 
be your rear guard.” It also 
promises God’s answering 
of all prayers of such kind 
and charitable persons.
 In the Second 
Reading St. Paul reveals to 
the Corinthians how he be-
came humble before God 
and how God activated His 
power through him. The 
more he tried to suppress 
his human wisdom and 
power in preaching the 
Good News the more ac-
tive became the power of 

God through the Spirit. It 
happened so that the peo-
ple would not rest their 
faith in the wisdom of man 
but in the power of God. 
For placing our trust and 
faith in the power of God 
than in the power of men 
is important for the salva-
tion of man.
 In the Gospel, liv-
ing a perfect Christian life 
is highlighted. We have to 
be worthwhile like the salt 
of the earth. Otherwise we 
would be worthy only to 
be trampled underfoot. In 
other words we would be 
worthless. We also have to 
be useful like the light of 
the world for this reason 
we have to let our light 
shine for the benefit of 
others. Then like a city set 
on a hill the people would 

see the good deeds 
that we do and give 
praise to God and they 
too would come to the 
light.

Aid story
 Two well-to-do 
gentlemen visited the 
Trillie Leprosarium in 
Salamanca and from 
doorway of the room 
tossed in very expen-
sive cigars and other 
presents for the men 
patients and candy 
for the women. Af-
ter them some poor 
visitors arrived and 
since they did not 
have presents for the 
sick; they sat down by 
their beds and talked 
to them; and the lep-

ers, crying told them 
that they were grateful for 
their charity and love than 
for the gifts of the other 
visitors.

Aid story 2
 A young Boy Scout 
was on manoeuvres with 
his fellow Scouts. They 
were being trained in first 
aid methods and how to 
come to the help of those in 
need. This Scout’s job was 
to lie on the ground with 
a red bandage on him and 
wait for his fellow Scouts 
to come and administer 
first aid. He waited and 
waited and waited. When 
the other troop members 
came, they found a note 
that said, “I have bled to 
death and gone home.”

Rev. Fr. Ciswan De Croos

on the occasion....
contd. from Pg. 1

tion, abusers of power, posi-
tion  and authority, divisive 
elements  who try to  de-
stroy the bonds of unity in 
our  society and upon those 
who waste what belongs to 
the poor people of our be-
loved Motherland. Lord let  
Heavenly justice come upon 
them.
 Let each one of us 
be reminded that there will 
be a day of judgment  for all 
of us and  on that day we 
have to be answerable to 
the responsibility entrusted 
to us during our life on this 
earth.
 Merciful Father as 
we believe in Heaven, Pur-
gatory and Hell, show your 
mercy upon those of us  who 
need it most, so that we may 
change our lives, minds and 
ways lest  we  end up in the 
agony of Hell for ever. Show 
compassion to all Sri Lank-
ans and deliver them from 
all evil.
 May all Sri Lankans 
be  blessed with a prosper-
ous future and true peace 
with dignity. 
 We ask this through 
Christ Jesus, Our Lord, who 
destroyed sin and death 
and rose to the New Life of  
Hope and Eternity. Amen.

Rev. Fr .Elmo Dias

Message of ......
contd. from Pg. 4
The 25th of February was a rainy day 
and the place was muddy. When Our 
Lady appeared she asked Bernadette 
to kiss the ground and crawl on her 
knees, to eat grass and to drink from 
the spring which she pointed at .Berna-
dette did as the Lady ordered but she 
could drink only muddy water after 
she scraped a muddy pool. Now, this 
is where water flows from the spring 
which cures thousands of sick people 
miraculously. Bernadette was asked 
to do all these as penance for the con-
version of sinners. When the people 
saw her smeared with mud and chew-
ing a tuft of grass, some people called 
her mad. The same evening she was 
summoned to appear before Dutour 
the Imperial Prosecutor. For two long 
hours she was questioned, accused, 
threatened, attacked and bombared 
with all kinds of insinuations. Finally 
after a few words of intimidation and 
threat of imprisonment she and her 
mother were released.
 On the 2nd of March Our Lady 
told Bernadette to tell the parish priest 
to build a chapel there. As there were 
doubts about Bernadette's mental 
health doctors examined her but they 
found nothing abnormal about the 
child. As the priest had doubts about 
the apparitions he asked Bernadette to 
ask the Lady her name.
 The 25th of March was the 
feast of Annunciation. Our Lady ap-

peared and told these words." I AM 
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION". Fr. 
Peyramale the parish priest had to be-
lieve Bernadette as the girl was illiter-
ate and she rushed down uttering and 
repeating the words to the priest. In 
the mean time many people were cured 
after praying at the Grotto. Barricades 
were put up near the Grotto during the 
day and removed in the night.
 On July 16th however a power-
ful call forced Bernadette to go across 
the Gave to the far side of the meadow. 
Then she saw Our Lady and said "I saw 
only the virgin and she was more beau-
tiful than ever. This happened on the 
feast of Mount Carmel on July 16th and 
that was the last apparition.
 Emperor Napolean III inter-
vened and he ordered the barricades 
to be removed from the Grotto. Three 
years later the Grotto of Lourdes be-
came a place of prayer and contempla-
tion and now thousands of pilgrims 
mostly sick people from all over the 
world visit the Grotto of Lourdes.
 Bernadette became a nun and 
died at the age of 35 in 1879 .Her body 
unspoiled is now placed in a glass reli-
quary in the chapel of the convent of 
the sisters of Nevers.
 Let us listen to the message of 
Lourdes, pray the rosary and do pen-
ance and sacrifices for the conversion 
of sinners.

Ruth Peiris
(KD) Nagoda Parish

 We too have dif-
ferent peoples and beliefs 
on our land.  Whether we 
talk different  tongues  and  
profess different faiths  
You  are the Father of us all, 
the Father of all humanity.  
Help us to respect the dif-
ferences, promote  broth-
erhood and work for unity 
among all ethnic and reli-
gious groups living in our 
Motherland. Let everyone 
be  treated with the same 
human dignity and rights, 
responsibilities and op-
portunities. Let no one in 
turn harm another due to 
the natural differences we 
were born with. Let there 
be no hidden agendas of 
the evil one, to put a broth-
er  against another. Father 
as you know,  we have just 
come out of long years of  
war and destruction that 
destroyed life and prop-
erty. Let all those who are 
affected by the 30-year-
old war  be treated with 
respect and dignity now 
and let there be a healthy 
atmosphere for them to 
rebuild their lives. May 
the leaders take keen and 
sincere  interest to provide 
material, resources and 

funds to re-structure their 
lives, programmes and the 
future.  Protect our coun-
try and its peoples from  
all unfair political and 
programmed  interference  
coming from internal and 
external forces.  
 Today we wish 
also Lord, to pray in a dif-
ferent way. We know that 
you hear the prayers of 
those who suffer due to  
deprivation. The times are 
such that  we need to  im-
plore you to bring an end 
to the suffering imposed 
on the helpless, poor and 
down-trodden peoples, on   
victims of injustice whose 
number increases each 
day, on those whose scars 
are not yet healed. Since 
reconciliation implies gen-
uine acceptance of  sins 
and humble repentance, 
help our nation, through 
the strength and spirit of 
the great religions through 
which we have been 
moulded and nurtured, to 
march towards prosperity 
as equal partners and true 
citizens of one Sri Lanka.
 Lord we pray, that 
You look hard upon the 
perpetrators of corrup-



12                         The  Messenger                                                                     February 16,  2014XVII                         February 9, 2014Children / Youth The  Messenger

 As this year is especially dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, I would like to pen some words 
to elaborate on the context of Mary and her connection 
with the world and the most Holy Sacrament.
 Throughout the history of Salvation Mary had 
been an unforgettable individual, which all branches of 
Christianity must show their respect. The reason as to 
why we call such individual as the mother of God and 
of the Church can be proved by the Gospel itself. During 
the Annunciation to the Virgin Mary, God requested her 
to become the mother of God in which she replied with 
the very words "Yes, Let it be!" This response was the 
key factor which let to the incarnation of Our Lord. The 
child she conceived with the power of the Holy Spirit 
is the Lord we worship today. Her blood runs through 
that child's veins. In which we drink during the Eu-
charistic Celebration as the "Most Holy Blood of Jesus 
Christ." This is one factor which shows the connection 
of Mary and the Eucharist.
 As a young girl she would have never expected 
to receive God's Glory as "Hail Mary full of grace..." The 
reason as to why she received such a salutation from 
God was due to her pious life, simplicity, kindness and 
everlasting affection, in which she inculcated always.
 Furthermore during the Wedding at Cana, the 
role of Mary can be explained as follows. We see Mary 
requesting the servants at the wedding saying "Do 
whatever he tells you" (Jn 2:5). That request by Mary is 
not only relevant for that situation but also for us living 
in the present society. As the servants did as Jesus had 
wanted them (Mary's request to consideration), Jesus 
was able to transform water to wine. 
 Nonetheless when taking the subjects of the 
Last Supper and the Wedding at Cana corresponding 
with the request made by Mary, a striking fact can be 
revealed. As Mary says, "Do whatever He tells," and if 
Jesus said at the Last Supper "Do this in memory of me," 
doesn't Mary ask us to receive the Blessed Sacrament? 
Hence the subjects can be further interpreted as follows 
"If Jesus was able to transform water to wine as the ser-
vants listened to Him, why then can't we have faith and 
receive the Body and Blood of Our Lord which was con-
verted from bread and wine? The host we receive is not 
a material object as some so called prophets' say, but 
our spiritual meal which promoted us to lead a fruitful 
life. Mary's impact on the Eucharist can be highlighted 
through this transformation and its context. She indeed 
is the woman of the Eucharist, which all of us must sim-
ply agree.
 We see that Jesus offered us His Body and Blood 
for our salvation, and now He offers us his mother and 
her maternal love at Golgotha, saying to the beloved 
disciple "Here is your mother...." thus she became our 
mother. If she is the mother of God and also our beloved 
mother How blessed are we? Nevertheless what more 
do our sinful people need when having every possible 
gift granted by Jesus Christ, to enter the kingdom of 
God? Christianity without Mary is merely incomplete!
 When taking Mary and the modern society 

to consideration, Mary's image of goodness and ten-
derness have been criticized by various fundamen-
tal groups for their own advantage. The same people 
criticise the Marian devotees who show their love and 
gratitude to her, as an act of worship. As Catholics we 
neither worship nor adore Mary. As devotees we vener-
ate and intercede her with our faith. All we ask Mary 
is to lead us to Christ! Today anti-Christian organiza-
tions have almost dominated the hearts of the faithful 
Church with their various acts of hypocrisy. But Mary 
neither left her children nor did she stop loving us. Her 
concern can be shown as follows.
 During the time of the Crusades, where death 
and evil ruled the hearts of the faithful, it was the Ro-
sary which led the faithful to the Lord. If I call for an-
other Crusade bring the weapon called the Rosary! 
Fight with not the Turks but with sin! And the land to 
capture is still the Holy Land, which is not on Earth but 
in heaven! Nonetheless the Rosary has also been criti-
cized by the same fraud groups. I witnessed one such 
act posted in a social network saying "The Rosary is 
Blasphemy and is not Biblical! Isn't this a sin? What 
would we feel when someone says something negative 
for our own mother? Then, how bad must Jesus feel at 
about such criticism? Who dares to say the Rosary is 
Blasphemy? Haven't you noticed every prayer we re-
cite during the Rosary has a tremendous connection 
with the Holy Scriptures? For instance the Sign of the 
Cross, the blessings we invoke from the trinity aren't 
they Biblical? The Lord's prayer recited during the ser-
mon on the mount, and the Hail Mary which is based on 
the first few chapters of Luke, aren't they Biblical? The 
Rosary is our sword against sin! The Rosary is the link 
which brings families together with the presence of 

God! Every single word we utter during the recitation 
of the Rosary shows out utmost devotion to our Blessed 
Virgin Mother and our abundant love and adoration to 
Jesus Christ.
 The present time can be perhaps considered 
as the one worst for the Church. However Mary has 
not forgotten her little children and even at this very 
moment is praying for the conversion for her children. 
Where there is disaster, there's Mary safeguarding her 
children, Where there is unjust there is Mary, guiding 
us. During the past we have seen Mary appearing to 
people especially children in places like Lourdes, Fa-
tima, Guadalupe etc. At every instance she asks us to 
repent and to pray for sinners. Isn't she leading us to 
Christ? It is the time that all of us in who belong to  the 
Universal Church should come together as one family 
begin a new life with Christ. Let us continue to pray and 
try our best to be like Christ and Mary. My request to 
you is to dedicate your lives to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary as Our Lady of Fatima wanted, which indeed will 
promote us to live a Blessed life with Christ. Let us pray 
for the Church and the ones who persecute it, so will be 
converted. Amen.
 If we wish to discover in all its richness the profound 
relationship between the Church and the Eucharist, we can-
not neglect Mary, Mother and model of the Church..... Mary 
can guide us toward this most Holy Sacrament because she 
herself has a profound relationship with it." (Blessed Pope 
John Paul II, Ecclesia de Eucharista)

Avishka Mario Senewiratne
Grade 11, S2

St. Joseph's College, Colombo 10

"Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed" (Luke 1:48)

Mary - Woman of the Eucharist and 
the Modern World

Mother Mary and Jesus Today …….
(A Reflection based on Simeon’s Prophecy on Jesus- Luke 2:21-32)

!

 “Then Simeon blessed them and 
said to Mary, His mother: "This child is 
destined to cause the falling and rising of 
many in Israel and to be a sign that will 
be spoken against, so that the thoughts 
of many hearts will be revealed. And a 
sword will pierce your own soul too."

Reflection for Life
 Customarily Mary and Joseph of-
fered their child to the Temple. Simeon 

who waited so long to see the Messiah 
before his death was truly prophesying 
what God has revealed to him. 
 Let us carefully observe and 
colour out some blessed features in the 
life of Mary in relation to Jesus. 

 1.  Listening

 2.  Loving

 3.  Living

Today’s reflection 
1. Am I a careful listener to the Word of God?

2. Am I ready to face the indefinite future 
     while anchoring my faith in God?

3.  Am I truly happy living with God’s
      favour and grace? 

Rev. Fr. S. Randil Fernando OMI
Nazareth - Wennappuwa

God! Every single word we utter during the recitation 

"Nonetheless when taking 
the subjects of the Last 

Supper and the Wedding 
at Cana corresponding 
with the request made

 by Mary, 
a striking fact 

can be revealed.
 As Mary says, "Do 
whatever He tells," 

and if Jesus said at the 
Last Supper "Do this in 

memory of me," 
doesn't Mary ask us 

to receive the 
Blessed Sacrament?" 
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Young world
sports Meet at De Mazenod

 The Annual Sports Meet of De 
Mazenod College, Kandana was held re-
cently at the School Grounds. The Chief 

Gust was Air Vice Marshal, Ranil Gurus-
inghe

AJ

Twins hold First Art exbihition

 Twins, Nipuni and Nishami Co-
oray held their first Art Exhibition at the 
Sunday School Hall of the Church of Mi-
chael the Archangel, at Koralawella, Mor-
atuwa.

 The Chief Guests were Rev. Sr 
Janatha Silva and Rev. Sr. Eustace Tilla-
karatne. 

W. Tilak Fernando

 I don't have the same 
sense of wonder in me that I 
had as a child. Why?
 It happens to almost ev-
erybody. The more knowledge-
able you become, the less won-
der is felt. And parents, schools, 
universities, the society...they 
all go on forcing you to become 
knowledgeable. Their whole ef-
fort is to give you knowledge. 
Your inner space becomes so 
full of knowledge that wonder 
disappears; wonder has no 
space left to abide in you.
 A child has the eyes of 
wonder. He feels awe, he is mys-
tified by each and everything. 
Small things surprise him; 
hence his bubbling joy, because 
his life is a constant discovery.
 You become knowl-
edgeable - the society wants 
you to become knowledgeable. 
Knowledge is very much need-
ed, knowledge has so much util-
ity. And wonder is dangerous, 
because a person who wonders 
is bound to become either a phi-
losopher or a poet or a mystic, 
and all these three kinds of peo-
ple are useless for the society. 
Society needs machines, skillful 
machines -by giving you more 
and more knowledge, making 
you full of knowledge, society 
turns you into an automation, 
into a robot. And the more you 
think you know, the more won-
der becomes impossible be-
cause when you know, how can 
you wonder?
 A small child can won-
der why the trees are green. But 
how can you wonder? You know 
it is because of chlorophyll - al-
though you don't know much, 
because another question can 
be raised as to why chlorophyll 
makes trees green, and you 
will have to shrug your shoul-
ders. You have simply pushed 
the question back a little. The 
more you know, the less you 

wonder. But the moment won-
der dies in you, religion dies in 
you, because religion consists of 
wonder and awe. Knowledge de 
mystifies life and existence, and 
religion exists only when life is 
a mystery. Hence you will have 
to learn wonder again.
 In fact, a right kind of 
education will never do this. It 
will give you knowledge, but it 
will not destroy your wonder; 
that will be the right kind of ed-
ucation. It will give you knowl-
edge, but it will keep you alert 
that no knowledge can destroy 

wonder. In fact, on the contrary, 
knowledge can make you more 
wondering.
 The small child can-
not wonder about chlorophyll. 
If you are rightly educated, you 
can wonder about the greenery 
of the trees and you can also 
wonder about chlorophyll.
 Albert Einstein's last 
words were, "I have been think-
ing the whole of my life that I 
would demystify the universe. 
But what has happened is just 
the contrary. The deeper I went 
into existence, the more the 
mystery deepened. I am dying 
full of wonder, I am dying in 

wonder." But this is rare; this 
is the quality of a genius. The 
genius is one who does not al-
low the society to reduce him 
to a robot: that's my definition 
of a genius. Everybody is born 
as a genius, but people start 
compromising very soon. And 
when they compromise, their 
talents disappear, their intel-
ligence dies. They go on selling 
their souls for mundane things, 
for useless things - useless in 
the ultimate sense; they may 
be useful here, but death comes 
and all those things are taken 

away with you.
 If you can die like Al-
bert Einstein - mystified, with 
full wonder, with prayer in the 
heart, with poetry arising in 
you - you have lived rightly and 
you are dying rightly. And a per-
son who lives rightly and dies 
rightly is a spiritual person. Al-
bert Einstein is far more spiri-
tual than your religious leadrs 
and your shankaracharyas - far 
more spiritual. Before he died, 
somebody asked him, "If you 
are born again and God asks 
you, I am certain you would like 
to become a great physicist and 
mathematician again." He said, 

"No, never! If another opportu-
nity is given to me, rather than 
being a physicist I would like 
to become a plumber. I would 
like to live a very ordinary kind 
of life, anonymous, so that I 
could enjoy life more easily 
with nobody coming in my way. 
Fame, prestige, research - noth-
ing coming in my way, so that I 
could kind of life, anonymous, so 
that I could enjoy life more eas-
ily with nobody coming in my 
way. Fame, prestige, research 
- nothing coming in my way, so 
that I could have a deeper com-
munion with existence."
 You say, "I don't have 
the same sense of wonder in me 
that I had as a child. Why?
 You must be very 
knowledgeable.
 An aspiring perfor-
mance artist walked into an 
agent's office looking for work. 
The agent said, "What do you 
do?"
 Without a word, the 
artist lifted up his arms, flew 
around the office, out of the win-
dow, across the street, and back 
in through the window, making 
a perfect two-point landing in 
front of the agent's desk.
 "Okay, okay," said the 
agent. "So you do bird imper-
sonations. Anything else?"
 This is what happens 
to the knowledgeable people. 
Nothing surprises them. Even 
if God stands before them, they 
will say, "Okay, okay, so you are 
God. Anything else?"
 The theatrical impre-
sario, Maxie Doldum, was once 
approached by a man in his the-
ater.
 "I've got an act to of-
fer you that is really unique," 
said the man. "It will take Lon-
don by storm. All you have to 
timesaving thousand pounds in 
the bank for my wife and, I will 
commit suicide on the stage of 

your theater."
 Somewhat astound-
ed, Maxie pondered the offer." 
Home, interesting," he finally 
said. "But what will you do for 
an encore?"
 There are people who 
are so constantly utilitarian that 
their whole thinking consists of 
utilities. He asks, "But what will 
you do for an encore?" People 
have become so concerned with 
the worldly things - utilities, 
commodities, usefulness - that 
nothing surprises them, noth-
ing shocks them into awareness. 
They go on like sleep-walkers. 
The rosebush brings flowers, 
they don't see; they are blind. 
The birds sing in the morning, 
they don't hear; they are deaf. 
They have lost all sensitivity. 
They have become so dead and 
dull that nothing thrills them to 
a dance, nothing brings a song 
to their lips, nothing gives light-
ness to their step. And the cul-
prit is knowledge.
 In a more understand-
ing world, knowledge will still 
be given to you, but you will 
also be taught how to go on pro-
tecting your capacity to wonder. 
Your poetry will not be killed, 
crushed under the weight of 
knowledge. In a real university, 
only half the time will be devot-
ed to utilitarian objectives, and 
the other half will be devoted to 
non-utilitarian objectives: Poet-
ry, music, painting, dance, medi-
tation, prayer. Or just relaxing 
under a tree, just sitting silently 
under a tree, doing nothing! 
Half the time of schools, colleg-
es, and universities should be 
devoted to non-utilitarian ac-
tivities, done for no purpose at 
all but just for the sheer joy of it. 
Then only will we have a whole 
human being in the world.

Courtesy: The Enlightened 
Life

innocence, Knowledge, and wonder
What Happened to the Sense of Wonder I felt as a Child?

wonder. In fact, on the contrary, away with you.

"A child has the eyes of 
wonder. He feels awe, 

he is mystified by each 
and every thing. Small 

things surprise him; 
hence his bubbling 

joy, because his life is 
a constant discovery"
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english with Fun and entertainment
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Compiled by  Noel Jayamanne

contact us on:
071 8004580

e-mail: noeljayamanne@yahoo.com

	
Dear Readers,

 In our 18th lesson we learnt  some brain teasers, words to enrich our vo-
cabulary, some proverbs and a role play of a scene from ‘ Horoscope’

 In this lesson  you will be introduced to a basic professional English lan-
guage course on the request of many readers who express their deep appreciation 
of our lessons.. However inspirational quotes and proverbs are included in this les-
son. There is also a request to include some adavanced activities for G.C.E. (a/l) Gen-
eral English. I shall gradually introduce them also. 

 Thanks for the readers who made valuable suggestions and for using these 
lessons effectively. You are invited to share your experiences to enrich our lessons 
further.

With best regards!

NJ

Task 1 Learn these inspirational quotes
•  “The only true wisdom is knowing that you know nothing.” Socrates

•  “Be content to act, and leave the talking to others.” Baltasa

•  “Screw it, Let’s do it!” Richard Branson

•  “If you are not willing to risk the usual you will have to settle for the ordinary.” 
      Jim Rohn

•  “Trust because you are willing to accept the risk, not because it’s safe or certain.”  
      Anonymous

•  “You live longer once you realize that any time spent being unhappy is wasted.”  
     Ruth E. Renkl

•  “Identify your problems but give your power and energy to solutions.” 
     Tony Robbins 

Task 2 – Match the proverbs with their meanings

                             Proverb                                                                    Meaning

A short- term English Course designed for the Staff of Archdiocesan Education Office 
is published here on the request of many readers –     Lesson 1   
   
Activity 1: 
writing a simple paragraph. Fill in the bio data sheet given below
 a. Name:                                                                          b : Age:
 c. Address:                                                                      d: Job:
 e. Place of  work :                                                         f:  Hobby
 g. Favourite game:                                                       h: Favourite fruit:
 i. Telephone number:                                                  j. Ambition:
:Start the paragraph like this;

My name is ……………………………………………………………….

a. Don't trust other people to do impor-
tant things for you. You have to do things 
yourself to control the quality of the re-
sults

b. Your plans might not work out, so don't 
start thinking about what you'll do after 
you succeed. Wait until you've already 
succeeded, and then you can think about 
what to do next.

c. If you try to help someone, but they 
don't take your advice or offers, give up. 
You can't force someone to accept your 
help.

d.Sometimes it's good to be away from 
your partner, because it makes you want 
to see each other again.

e. Don't lie. f.. If one member of a team 
doesn't perform well, the whole team 
will fail.

f. If one member of a team doesn't per-
form well, the whole team will fail.

1.  "A chain is only as strong as its 
     weakest link."

2.  "Honesty is the best policy."

3. "Absence makes the heart 
      grow fonder."

4.  "You can lead a horse to water, 
      but you can't make him drink."

5.  "Don't count your chicken before
      they hatch."

6.  "If you want something done right, 
      you have to do it yourself."

Activity 2:  Underline the correct word within brackets.
1. I (am, is, are) a driver.
2. I (work, works, working) at the Consumer Affairs Authority.
3. I (has, have, having) curly hair.
4. I (like, likes, liking) to speak in English.
5. My brother (is, am, are) a peon.

Activity 3:  
Vocabulary enrichment- Write five kinds of each of the following
      Fruit       Vegetables       Animals          Birds             Professions

Activity 4: read the text and answer the questions given below
                                                    Martin Silva
Martin Silva is a driver. He lives at Nagoda with his wife and seven children. His wife’s 
father also lives with them. He works at the Consumer Affairs Authority. He drives a 
van. He comes to office early in the morning. He is a dedicated worker. His director 
likes him very much.
 1.   What is Martin Silva?                                     2. Where does he live?
 3.    With whom does he live?                             4. Where does he work?
 2.     Who likes him?

Activity 5: write a similar text about a driver you know.                                                              
Communicative Language functions; making a request using modals can, could and 
may

   Example i.     Example ii
  Sharmalee :  Can I borrow your              Sampath: May I have your umbrella please?  
                         calculator please ?
   Manori : Sure. Here it is.                           Kamal: Sorry I haven’t brought it today.
    Sharmalee: Thank you                             Study the following ways of responding 
                                                                            to a request
    Manori : It’s a pleasure

Learn how to respond to request in the following manner.
                         Affirmative :                                       Negative

                      Yes, Of course                                                     No. I’m sorry
                      Sure. Here it is.                                                   Sorry I don’t have one.
                      Of course. Here you are                                   Sorry, I haven’t got it here                                                       
                      Surely                                                                   Extremely sorry. 

        
                 example iii
                              

 
 
                                                                                                                          
 
 

    
    
    
    
    

  

 example iv
Kusum : Can I use your telephone  please ?

Karuna : Well. You can try. I wonder 
                 whether it is working.

Kusum:  I’ll try and see.

Example vii   - Making a request to use 
                           the  computer                                                                                 
Kusum:  Could I use your computer  please ?

Karuna: Well. You can try. I wonder 
                 whether it is working.

Kusum:   I’ll try and see.                         

Example viii - Greeting and exchanging in-
formation (Manori meets  her friend Sam-
path  in the morning)).
Manori :   Good morning, Sampath. How 
are you getting on?

Sampath: Good morning, Manori. I’m fine, 
thanks and how are you?

Manori :   Keeping on well, thank you.

Sumith :   May I borrow Rs 100/=  
                  from you ?
Dimuth :  I’m sorry, I don’t have 
                   that much.
Sumith :   Well. Could I have 
                   about Rs. 50 then?
Dimuth:   Ok. I can do that Example 
                   v – Making inquiries
Indrani:   Could I speak to the 
                   Director, please ?
Swarna:   He is busy at the moment 
                  Would you kindly wait 
                   for a few minutes please?
Indrani:   mm….er… Is the deputy
                   director in please?
Swarna:   Yes. He is in. Do you want
                   to see him?
Indrani:   Yes please.
Swarna:   Fill in this form and wait 
                   for a few seconds. He will
                   call you.
Indrani :      Thank you.   
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QUiZ - on catholic Themes
(..... from last week)

QUesTions
 

1. The chUrch AnD chUrch TeAchinGs

Patron Saints
691.  Who is the Patron Saint of doctors?

692.  Of which country is St. George the Patron Saint?

693.  Who is the Patron of finding lost articles?

694.  Which saint is the Patron of heart patients?

695.  Whose patron is St. Raphael the Archangel?

696.  Who is the Patron of lawyers and attorneys?

697.  Who is the Patron of accountants?

698.  Who is the patron saint of publishers and book sellers?

699.  Who is the Patron saint of cancer patients?

700.  Who is the Patron saint of altar boys and girls?

701.  Who is the Patron Saint of bankers and money managers?

702.  Who are the Patron Saints of catechists?

703.  Who is the Patron Saint of charitable workers?

704.  Who is the Patron Saint of those involved in evangelization?

705.  Who is the Patroness of the missions?

706.  Who is the Patron Saint of policemen and woman?

707.  Who is the Patron Saint of firefighters?

708.  Who is Patron Saint of pastors?

709.  Scientists have a patron saint. Who is he?

710.  Who are the Patron Saints of surgeons?

(contd next week.....)

Answers 

i. The chUrch AnD chUrch TeAchinGs 

Patron Saints

691.   St. Luke.

692.   England.

693.   St. Anthony of Padua.

694.   St. John of God.

695.   The blind.

696.   St. Thomas More.

697.   St. Matthew. 

698.   St. John of God. 

699.   St. Peregrine Laziosi.

700.   St. John Berchamans.

701.   St. Matthew.

702.   St. Charles Borromeo and St. Robert Bellarmine.

703.   St. Vincent de Paul.

704.   St. Paul the Apostle.

705.   St. Therese of Lisieux.

706.   St. Michael.

707.   St. John Vianney.

708.   St. John Vianney.

709.   St. Albert the Great.

710.   Sts. Cosmas and Damian.

Courtesy: Clare Ukken fsp
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