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Pope says focus on Jesus, 
not pre-Christmas distractions
Pope Benedict XVI 

reminded Christians 
not to be dazzled by 
the shopping lights of 
the season but to keep 
focused on the coming 
of Jesus Christ, the “true 
light of the world.”
 “The external 
environment offers 
the usual commercial 
messages, even if in a 
lower-key way because 
of the economic crisis,” 
said the Pope during his 
Sunday Angelus address 
in a rain-soaked St. Peter’s 
Square Dec. 11. The 
Christian, by contrast, 
is “called to live Advent 
without being distracted 
by the lights.”
 Christians should 
keep their eyes fixed on 
Christ so that “if, in fact, 
we persevere ‘vigilant in 
prayer and rejoicing in 
praise,’ our eyes will be 
able to recognize in him 
the true light of the world 
that comes to enlighten 

our darkness.”
 Tens of thousands 
of pilgrims were at St. 
Peter’s Square for the 
third Sunday of Advent, 
known as Gaudete Sunday. 
The title is taken from St. 
Paul’s encouragement 
in the day’s reading: 
“Gaudete in Domino 
semper,” meaning “rejoice 
always in the Lord.” The 
day marks a change in the 
Church’s liturgical colours 
from the sombre purple of 
Advent to a more hopeful 
shade of rose.
 Pope Benedict 
acknowledged the 
importance of time for 

Once again, we are given the 
unique privilege of adoring 

the Trinitarian God in the 
Mystery of the Incarnation. 
Together with Christians all 
over and men and women of 
goodwill, we celebrate God’s 
entry into human history, his 
coming into our midst in the 
Person of Jesus of Nazareth. 
 Christmas communicates 
to us God’s unfathomable love 
manifested in the Person of Jesus. 
As Sacred Scripture attests, “God 
so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him may not die, but 
may have eternal life” (John 3: 
16). Christmas, therefore, invites 
all of us, his sons and daughters to 
receive and experience, already 
here below, the immense and the 
unfailing love and his divine life in 
our daily lives. 
 Announcing the birth of 
the child, the heavenly hosts sang, 
“Glory to God in the highest and 
on earth peace to those on whom 
his favour rests” (Luke 2: 14). We 

live in a country where true and 
lasting peace is yet to be a reality. 
Therefore, our celebration of 
Christmas in the post-war context 
of Sri Lanka places before us its 
distinctive challenges. It reminds 
us that life is always God’s unique 
gift to all of us. We need to 
continue to acquire a new ap-
praisal of the gift of life itself that 
goes beyond all man-made 
differences of caste, creed or race. 
Christmas reminds us of the deep 
respect that we owe to one 
another and of our great need for 
unity and reconciliation. 
 We celebrate the Feast of 
the Prince of Peace. Therefore, let 
us be engaged in the much needed 
and the challenging task of 
healing the wounds that have 
been inflicted all along the 
protracted war and overcome the 
prejudices which distance us from 
one another as reconciliation is 
the great need of the hour. The 
Incarnate Son reminds us that all 
of us are children of God, brothers 
and sisters in the One Fatherhood 

of God wherever or whoever we 
are. Let us therefore double our 
efforts and recommit ourselves to 
this vital task and become 
instruments of the Incarnate Son 
and agents of peace-building and 
reconciliation. The child whom we 
adore invites all of us to be 
heralds of peace and to do so, 
most of all by the example and the 
witness of our daily lives. 
 The celebration of 
Christmas directs our attention to 
the babe of Bethlehem. The angels 
directed the shepherds who were 
seeking the new born child 
making them know where they 
could find him: “For today in the 
City of David a Saviour has been 
born for you who is Messiah and 
Lord. And this will be a sign for 
You: “You will find an infant 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and 
lying in a manger” (Luke 2: 11-12). 
Christmas challenges all of us to  
meet the Lord among the suffer-
ing masses of our society, among 
the poor and the afflicted of our 
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Love lost
Lamented
Man sinned
To ruination
War, famine
Cruelty, disease
Resulted
God reacts
To his creation
Prophets
Thy read
The future
Christmas

Invitation
 Rev. Fr. John 
Nanayakkara, cel-
ebrates the 45th anni-
versary of his ordina-
tion on December 21, 
2011. (Wednesday)
 A Thanksgiv-
ing Mass will be cel-
ebrated by Fr. John on 
this day at St. Mary's 
Church, Bandarawatte 
at 5.00 p.m., which will 
be followed by dinner.
 The event has 
been organised under 
the guidance of Rev. Fr. 
Basil Wikremasinghe, 
Parish Priest of St. 
Mary's Church, Ban-
darawatte.

Acknowledgement
 The members of the family 
of the late Mrs. Winifreeda Ag-
nes de Silva (nee Fernando) wish 
to extend their heartfelt grati-
tude to His Eminence Malcolm 
Cardinal Ranjith, Archbishop of 
Colombo, Archbishops Emeriti 
Nicholas Marcus Fernando and 
Oswald Gomis, His Lordships, 

Marius Peries, Bishops Winston Fernando, Vianney 
Fernando, Harold Perera, Kingsley Swampillai, Jo-
seph Ponniah, Raymond Wickramasinghe, Valence 
Mendis, Cletus Perera, Msgr. Emmanuel Fernando 
and Maxwell Silva (Bishops'- elect), the Vicars Gener-
al, Episcopal Vicars, Rev. Fathers, Rev. Brothers, Rev. 
Sisters, Members of the Parliament, the Provincial 
Councils, Wattala Municipal Council and Pradeshi-
ya Sabhas. The members of the Blessed Joseph Vaz 
Trust, all our Friends and Relatives who visited our 
home, attended the funeral, offered prayers, sent 
Mass cards, messages of condolences, floral tributes 
and helped us in numerous other ways at the time of 
bereavement. 
 We also thank the Rev. Fathers of Aquinas 
University College, Administrative, Clerical and Mi-
nor staff, the canteen staff, Lecturers and students; 
Rev. Fr. Ruben Silva, Parish Priest, Wattala, and 
the Parishoners; Rev. Sr. Kanthi OP, Principal of St. 
Anne's Girls School; the Chairman and the Adminis-
trative staff, Doctors and Nurses of Hemas Hospitals 
Private (Ltd) Wattala for their support when she was 
ill and also at the time of her funeral. 
 We regret very much our inability to thank 
everyone personally. 

Rev. Fr. Placidus 
With Sriyani, Swarna and Evangeline and all 

their loved ones
(Q11N3233)

 The united carol 
service organized by the 
Inter Church Fellowship 
(ICF) was held on Decem-
ber 10, at the Cathedral of 
Christ the Living Saviour, 
Bauddhaloka Mawatha.
  Rev. Fr. Bene-
dict Joseph, Archdioc-
esan Director of Social 
Communications and 
Ms. Ranjana Kaviratne of 
Pubuduwa Charismatic 
Renewal, gave Christmas 
messages on behalf of the 
Catholic Church. 
 Rev. Sydney 
Knight (Anglican Min-
ister), Rev. Asiri Perera 

(Methodist Minister) and 
Pastor Cheran Rajaratnam 
(People’s Church-Assem-
bly of God) spoke on the 
need for Christian unity at 
this event which was com-
pered by Dr. Vijaya Corea 
of the Peace for All Minis-
try. 
 The program 
began with  a welcome 
dance by a troupe from 
AOG Church-Narahenpita 
and choral presentations 
were rendered in all three 
languages by choirs from 
Emmanuel Memorial (An-
glican) Church-Lockgate, 
Hulftsdorpf, All Saint’s 

(Anglican) Church-Pettah, 
Calvary Church-Kiru-
lapone and AOG Church-
Maharagama as well as by 
an inter-denominational 
choir group led by Dinal 
Perera, a parishioner of  
Fatima Church-Battaram-
ulla. A special Tamil dance 
performance was also 
presented by a group of 
girls from Calvary Church.
 The final prayer 
was recited by Rev. K. Pi-
yadasa, former Moderator 
of the Presbyterian Church 
and Mr. Louis Benedict of 
the Holy Trinity Commu-
nity-Dehiwela.

Ainslie Joseph

Christian Unity Rally for Christmas

Choir of St. Peter's  College sings 
to the "King of love" 

 

 The Choir of St. 
Peter's College, Colombo 
4, ushered in the true 
spirit of Christmas at 
their carol service, 'The 
King of Love', held on 
Sunday, December 11, at 
7 p.m. at the College Hall.
 The Peterite 

Choir was joined by the 
College Western Band, the 
choir of the Primary School 
and the Peterite Chorale. 
The Chief guest was His 
Lordship, Rt. Rev. Dr. 
Cletus Chandrasiri Perera, 
Bishop of Ratnapura.
 The Peterite 

Choir was directed by 
Eshantha de Andrado 
under the guidance of 
the Rector, Rev. Fr. Travis 
Gabriel and Priest-in-
Charge, Rev. Fr. Vincent 
Ashley.

Imojen Mel

 His Eminence, 
Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith, 
addressing Catechists at 
their annual Christmas get 
together said that the Cat-
echist has to be a person 
of prayer and experience 
the power of prayer. Then 
only he/she could lead the  
children in prayer and be 
able to pray for the chil-
dren entrusted to him/
her.

 "The golden prin-
ciples as far as the voca-
tion of the catechist is 
concerned is prayer, life 
example and teaching 
apostolate mingled with 
the love of Christ and this 
should be pondered over 
again," His Eminence said.
 "The teaching re-
sponsibility of a catechist 
is an authentic attempt  
at being a true disciple of 

Christ,"  His Eminence ob-
served and expressed that 
the best teaching example 
for us to  imitate as teach-
ers of the Good News is 
the life of Mother Teresa.
 The Christmas 
get together of Catechists 
was  held at the Negombo 
Deanery  and was or-
ganised by Rev. Fr. Dinesh 
Priyashantha, Coordina-
tor for Catechetics.

The Catechist has to experience the 
Power of Prayer: Cardinal

Daham Pasal Prize Giving at 
St. Lawrence's Church, Wellawatte

 11th December 2011 was a memorable day at 
our parish as we had our Daham Pasal Prize Giving with 
Rev. Fr. Andreas Fernando OMI, a specialist in Sacred 
Liturgy, as the Chief Celebrant. 
 The Principals of the three streams, Mrs. Flori-
da Athanasiyar, Mrs. Dilrukshie Pietersz and Ms. Wath-
sala Vincent together with the tutorial staff, organised a 
memorable Prize Giving Day under the leadership of the 
over-all Principal Rev. Sr. Antoinette Maria RGS who is 
also the Superior of  St. Lawrence Convent, Wellawatte 
with the support and guidance of the Rev. Fathers Bob 
Rodrigo OMI and Jesu Ramesh OMI (Parish Priest and 
the Assistant Parish Priest). 
 The Chief Guest, in his address to parents and 
students, highlighted the importance of Catechism, Reli-
gion and of Sunday school and said that parents should 
encourage their children to attend the Daham Pasal. The 
students also presented their talents in dancing, sing-
ing and drama, which was greatly appreciated by those 
present. 

Ashwini Benedict 
 

day bringing them comfort 
and solace. Our minds and 
hearts go out also to the 
thousands of people who 
are displaced and are not 
finally resettled in their 
own villages. We urge 
everybody concerned to 
double their efforts so that 
normalcy returns to their 
lives. Hence, we need to 
seek him among the multi-
tudes who continue to suf-
fer as economic and other 
hardships make life almost 
unbearable to so many of 
our families. Just as the 
shepherds of old in Bethle-
hem, let us accept the chal-
lenge and go to meet Jesus 
lying in the many forms of 
the ‘mangers’ of our day. 
 We wish our be-
loved Faithful a Holy and 
a Blessed Christmas in 
which you come to be filled 
with God’s immense love 
and become his agents of 
peace through respect, 
healing and reconciliation. 
We wish all the citizens of 
Sri Lanka and all men and 
women of goodwill the 
peace and the blessings of 
Christmas.

Christmas 
Message.....
Contd. from Pg. 1

for rest and relaxation. However, he added that true joy 
is “not the result of fun,” but is “something more pro-
found” that is “tied to the relationship with God.” 
 Those who have encountered Christ in their 
lives “experience in the heart a serenity and joy that no 
one and no situation can remove.”
 The Pope paraphrased the famous words of the 
fourth and fifth century Bishop St. Augustine of Hippo. 
He noted that St. Augustine searched elsewhere in vain 
for truth, peace and joy before concluding that “the 
heart of man is restless, (and) cannot find peace and se-
renity until it rests in God.”
 Therefore, true joy is not a “passing mood” nor 
“something that can be reached through its own efforts.” 
Instead, it is a gift “born from the encounter with the liv-
ing person of Jesus.”
 “In this Season of Advent,” the Pope continued, 
“we strengthen our certainty that the Lord came among 
us and continually renews his consoling presence of 
love and joy.”
God is “closer to us than we are to ourselves,” he added, 
citing St. Augustine’s description of God as “more inward 
than my innermost and higher than my uppermost.”

Pope says ..... 
Contd. from Pg. 1

First Noel - A prophesy of Love
A beginning
Renewal
Await anew
The quality
It is Love
Regained
By Jesus
A new birth
Born God
That first
Noel.

Miran Perera  
Kandy

(This is a paid acknowledgement)
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Church in the 
World

Archdiocesan English 
Language Teaching 

Programme 
(AELT POST O/L) 2012

 The next residential AELT programme for 
the post O/L students of 2012  at John Paul II Centre, 
Maeliya, Ja-Ela will be held from January to March 
2012. 
 Together with AELT we offer Diploma in 
Computer Applications (DICA) and Certificate in 
Graphic Designing (CIGD) with a recognized cer-
tificate from leading university lecturers  in the re-
source pool. 
 Applications are now available for Rs.100/= 
per copy. Closing date for applications will be on 
10th January 2012. You can also obtain applications 
by sending a money order through the Post Office 
Ja-Ela, with a self addressed, stamped long envelop 
to "Rev. Fr. Director, John Paul II  Centre, Maeliya, Ja-
Ela.  Tel.: 011-2236251.

Rev. Fr. Cyril S. Perera 

The message that comes with Christmas is the  
message of a lifetime: Ven Karambe Sumana Thero

 In keeping with the mes-
sage of hope and peace for all 
that comes with Christmas, 
primary school teachers and 
pupils of a predominantly 
Buddhist School in the Ne-
gombo Educational Zone, 
Katana Vidyaloka MV., gath-
ered  together to construct 
a crib in the School grounds, 
to honour and remember the 
Birth of Jesus Christ. 
 The majority of the stu-
dents in this School are all 
Buddhists except  for a few 
Catholic pupils and two 
Catholic teachers.

 The Principal of the 
School who is also the Vihara-
dhipathi of the Katana Sri Vardan-
aramaya, Ven. Karambe Sumana 
Thero said, that what is needed 
in the  country today is religious 
reconciliation. The message of 
peace, harmony and reconcilia-
tion comes with the birth of the 
Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ and 
this message should not just be 
remembered during  Christmas 
time but it is a message of  a life 
time.

(Cecil Danicius)

Christian Churches in Anuradhapura Diocese to 
boycott State functions

 All Christian Churches in 
the Anuradhapura Diocese have 
decided not to participate in  any 
functions organised by the State 
or any  State  institution during 
the Christmas period.
 A statement to this ef-
fect has been issued by His Lord-
ship, Rt. Rev. Dr. Norbert Andradi 

OMI, Bishop of Anuradhapura and 
Secretary General, Catholic Bish-
ops' Conference of Sri Lanka, and 
signed by representatives  of all 
Christian Churches in the Diocese 
of Anuradhapura, including the 
Methodist and Baptist Churches.
 The statement  comes in 
the wake of the decision taken by 

His Eminence Malcolm Cardinal 
Ranjith not to attend any functions 
of the State or State institutions, 
as a mark of protest against the 
way the State authorities handled 
the alleged accusations levelled 
against the Missionaries of Char-
ity recently.
(Archdiocesan Website)

"The blind are Christ's special witnesses" 
 Archbishop Carlos Osoro of Valencia cel-
ebrating Mass during the feast of St. Lucia – patron-
ess of the blind – noted that the visually impaired 
show the love of Christ to the world in a special 
way.  
 Seeing “with the eyes of the heart,” he add-
ed, “allows us to appreciate things more deeply.”

Investigation concludes on alleged 
Fulton Sheen miracle
 A Dec. 11 Mass in Peoria, Ill. marked the of-
ficial conclusion of an investigation tribunal into an 
alleged miracle that many attribute to the interces-
sion of Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen.
 Since Sept. 7, the tribunal has looked into 
the alleged miraculous healing of James Fulton Eng-
strom – a one-year-old born without a pulse last 
year – whose parents credit his survival to the late 
archbishop.  
 The Mass, open to members of the public, 
was held at the Cathedral of St. Mary of the Immac-
ulate Conception, where Archbishop Sheen was as 
an altar server when he as a boy.
 Official tribunal documents were sealed at 
the Mass by Bishop Daniel R. Jenky of Peoria and 
Monsignor Stanley Deptula, executive director of 
the Archbishop Fulton Sheen Foundation, which is 
the official promoter of the archbishop’s cause for 
sainthood.
 The documents will now be shipped to the 
Vatican for consideration. If the alleged miracle is 
approved by the Pope, US Catholics could witness 
the first ever beatification on American soil in the 
Diocese of Peoria, said the foundation.

US religious freedom commission 
prepares to shut down
 The chairman of a federal commission that 
promotes religious freedom warned that if Con-
gress does not reauthorize the group, international 
results could be “catastrophic.”
 Chairman Leonard Leo called it “absolutely 
shameful” that the US Commission on International 
Religious Freedom has still not been reauthorized 
after months of discussion. 
 Leo told CNA that a failure to reauthorize 
the commission would send the message that the 
US has “downgraded the importance of religious 
freedom in our foreign policy.”
 

Notice from the 
Colombo Catholic Press  

 The Colombo Catholic Press will be closed for 
business from 3.00 p.m. on Wednesday, 21st December, 
and will reopen on Tuesday,  27th December.  
 On Monday, 2nd January 2012, the Press will 
be open for business from 10.00 a.m. onwards. 
 The Christmas issue of the Catholic Messenger 
will be published on December 18th.  There will be no 
issue for the 25th of December.

Rev. Fr. Rohan de Alwis  -  Director
 

Rev. Fr. Rohan De Alwis - Director
Colombo Catholic  Press

Editorial team:
Rev. Fr. Felician R. Perera (Editor), 

Manohari Samaranayake, 
Sunanda Stembo, Noeline Nicholas, 

Shalika Jayamanne, 
Wish all our readers 

a holy  & joyful Christmas!

Children's  Eco-friendly Christmas 
Programme on 21st December at 7.30 p.m.

at All Saints' Church, Borella. 
All are welcome!
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Editorial

hristmas focuses our atten-
tion on the birth of a child. 
He is God become man. 
In his face, we behold the 
countenance of God. This is 

a unique occurrence in the history of 
the world and that of mankind. 
 Christianity, which is the 
guardian of this truth, has ever de-
fended its profound meaning and sig-
nificance despite the social tendency 
of the media to commercialize it and 
rob it of its profound and religious 
truth. Generations upon generations 
of Christians have celebrated this 
feast with great devotion and at ev-
ery Christmas they seek for the peace 
that had been brought to all people 
of good-will during this festive sea-
son. It is not a time to give in wholly 
to mere external fanfare and glitter 
and just noisy celebrations but a time 
to recognize the immense religious 
significance of this event and reap its 
spiritual blessings and benefits.
 Today, much attention is paid 
to children and their innocent world. 
We all are doing our best to ensure a 

safe environment and an atmosphere 
of parental love and care together 
with means of education needed so 
that children may grow and mature 
into good adults; committed mem-
bers of the Church and useful citizens 
of society. But, many are the dangers 
and risks that children face in our 
adult and violent world. Abortion, 
child abuse, cruelty, lack of paren-
tal care and means of education are 
some of them. 
 Children subject to such 
trauma and to whom humanity has 
been denied, are a social burden and 
a wound in society. If God became a 
human being, there should be some-
thing evidently sublime in being hu-
man. In his human birth, Jesus Christ 

took upon himself our frail human 
nature totally. In his face, we behold 
the face of God. This is Christianity’s 
precious gift to the world’s people at 
every Christmas. We are reminded of 
the words of Christ who said that he 
came to give peace on earth but not 
as the world gives does he give us 
peace.
 A value that is much at stake 
and indeed the frightening liability in 
our era of science and technology is 
human life itself. It is being buffeted in 
many ways and is at risk due to many 
dangers confronting it. A child in fact 
is nature’s first wonder, the bond be-
tween spouses, the joy of the family, 
the epitome of simplicity and depen-
dence, the object of love and care, the 
symbol of innocence and gentleness, 
the future man, destined for eternity, 
a beneficiary of God’s Kingdom and 
finally the future saint. He can make 
or break the world. He can save or 
destroy it. He can be a blessing or a 
curse. This is how various men and 
women have appeared in the world 
stage and in humanity’s horizons and 
history. There are the real dangers to 
life of children as we can see in the 
evils of abortion, child abuse, vio-
lence against them, lack of parental 
love and care, poor education, basic 
health care and nourishment. These 
will seriously hamper the well-being 
of children and shield away from them 

the bright future and its prospects 
for which they have a right. A world 
of oppressed children that are being 
dehumanized in various ways, are a 
wound on society, a slur on civiliza-
tion and a shame on the adult world. 
A culture of life will convince us that 
life in its primary stages have to be 
safeguarded, nurtured and brought 
to full personal maturity so that they 
can be useful citizens of society and 
be deeply seeped in religious, moral 
and spiritual values.
 Christmas is the ever-new 
echo of a child’s dignity, innocence 
and dependence. They need the hand 
of the adult to be led along the path of 
life and being assisted in taking steps 
towards maturity and fulfillment. 

The child of Christmas announces the 
Good News of Life and calls the world 
to rise up in its defense in combating 
the forces of the culture of death that 
dims the luster and beauty of life. The 
child in fact is nature’s first wonder, 
the bond between the spouses, the 
joy of the parents, the enhancing of 
the family, the future citizen, destined 
to immortality in God’s kingdom and 
the future saint. Children are a na-
tion’s treasure and hope of its future 
for better or worse as the very recent 
experiences have shown us in our 
country. They have their own dignity 
and rights that are to be respected by 
the adult-world.
  At the birth of the Child of 
Bethlehem, from the heavens came 
the song to God’s glory and peace on 
earth to all people of goodwill. It was 
a birth that blessed the family of a 
hard-working carpenter and his de-
voted wife who went through untold 
difficulties to ensure the safety of his 
life from the violent powers that be 
from the beginning. He was subject to 
exile fleeing the hands of those who 
were after his life. 
 From the moment of birth, 
the parents were subject to these ha-
rassments in their love and care for 
the child. Yet, we are told that obe-
dient to them, the child grew in age, 
wisdom and grace before God and 
men since settling down in their per-

manent abode. 
 The whole 
episode of Christ-
mas is an eye-
opener to most of 
what is happening 
in our midst espe-
cially in the former 
war-torn areas. We 
still find grieving 
mothers who are 
anxious to know 
what happened to 
their missing youth. 
The displaced per-
sons are still to find 
comfortable houses 
and domestic en-
vironment where 
they can with peace 
of mind begin their 
normal life and 
carry on their live-
lihood. Having lost 

their all due to circumstances beyond 
their control, they need the sympathy 
and consideration of the country and 
its authorities to rehabilitate them-
selves and begin to live with honor 
and dignity. The family of Christmas 
at the inn of Bethlehem is the voice of 
the poor and the displaced. 
 Indeed, there is a prophecy 
that comes forth from that inn: God is 
alive in the face of the innocents! The 
babe of Bethlehem is a cry from the 
back of the inn for life, for he stands 
for everything that symbolizes life.

Rev. Fr. Leopold 
Ratnasekera OMI

Oblate Scholasticate, Ampitiya.

 Celebrating Christmas and 

Defending Life
A Child is Born to Us 
O Admirabile Commercium, O Admirable 
Exchange, the church sings joyful and 
triumphant on Christmas day. God exchanged 
his divinity for mortality and bestowed 
immortality on mortals. Strange it may seem,  
God needed to feel the warmth of friendship, 
with man. But as God, so far away and so 
distant from humanity, it was not possible 
to enter into friendship, as friendship is 
possible only among equals. 

So he emptied himself as St. Paul says of all 
that constitutes the Godhead and did not 
cling to the prerogatives of the divine but 
divested himself and was born as a child. No 
wonder exchange of gifts is the ritual during 
Christmas time. This then, commemorates 
the exchange that took place between the 
divine and the human and as Zachariah 
the father of John the Baptist prophesied 
"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel for He has 
visited His people" and, so to the frenzy of 
exchanging gifts was added visiting as part 
of the rituals of Christmas time !
 
It is told of an incident where a little girl 
was standing in front of the crib and letting 
her child like thoughts and emotions run 
freely about the miracle and the mystery 
that took place and the crib on  Christmas. 
Her father heard her musing to herself 
and saying "I wonder if God enjoys being a 
baby." Imagination is the key to unlocking 
the undreamt of beauty behind the question 
of that wondering child.  It was from the 
untamed innocence of a heart that her quiet 
reflection came. She was able to form it 
before she learnt the wrong answers before 
her creative soul was boxed up. Her musings 
came from the divine imagination still fresh 
as a daisy in her childhood essence. She did 
not really sense the impatience of God with 
the divine invisibility. It is this need to be 
born, to be seen, to be heard and to be felt 
which pushed God to be born as a  babe on 
Christmas day.  

Jesus not only preached but he practiced 
what he preached and when he said, "You 
must be born again and unless you change 
and become like a little child you cannot 
enter heaven." And  though he was born of 
God from all eternity he was born again as 
a man  and became a child. This then is the 
exchange  that just as the Son of God had 
divested himself of the Godhead in order to 
become man so too he wants man to divest 
himself of the inordinate desire or power 
and fame so that we may be invested with 
the Godhead and become truly children of 
God.
 
No wonder that even adults relive their 
childhood once again during Christmas time  
for such is the endearing perennial story of 
the birth of Jesus. 

A joyful Christmas then to one and all!

Guest Editorial
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od is experienced in 
many ways. Plural-
ity is a basic human 
reality and experi-
ence. It is the law of 

life. It only shows the richness 
of God’s infinite capacity and 
human limitedness. Religions 
are many.  People encounter 
the divine in a variety of ways, 
and the mystery of Divine has 
its several manifestations in 
history. The Guideline for Inter-
religious Dialogue articulates 
the manifold ways in which 
people perceive the Divine 
Mystery. It concludes saying, 
“God has surely been present 
in these historical undertak-
ing of his children (Guidelines 
for Inter-religious Dialogue, 
1989, no.25). These experi-
ences are expressed through 
diverse symbols. Therefore we 
need to articulate the Christian 
faith within the dialogical un-
derstanding and relationships 
with God. This task can be 
easily done not in the language 
of exclusivity and superior-
ity (symbols of power) but in 
a language that relates to the 
uniqueness of Jesus (symbol of 
powerlessness). 
 

Power Identity

 The understanding of 
powerlessness in the unique-
ness of Jesus is difficult given 
the historical, political and so-
cial context in Sri Lanka where 
Lord Buddha has to be power-
ful for our majority Buddhist 
population. Any hint of power-
lessness tends to be rejected. 
In Sri Lanka in our context 
Buddhists have internalized the 
power identity that becomes 
difficult to bring home the 
heart of the Christian mystery 
of Jesus. It is nothing wrong to 
adhere to the teaching of 
one's own religious beliefs, yet 
it becomes our task to bring 
about a deeper understanding 
of “TAKING UP ONE’S CROSS,” 
as the suffering to overcome 
suffering. A church in dialogue 
has to respond on the deeper 
theological level to this Sri 
Lankan face of incarnation, as 
a many splendid reality·. The 
incarnation that is contextu-
alized has still to sink in the 
roots of our people. A faith not 
articulated is a faith not fully 
received. Here  in Sri Lanka, 
it would mean developing a 
deeper understanding of conti-
nuity of goodwill. 
 We are called to a 
mission of LOVE and SERVICE. 
A dialogue that tackles the 
problems among our people, a 
witnessing through service and 
through deeds, not merely with 
words. People do not generally 
understand the multiplicity of 
religious beliefs and practices. 
It is a big dilemma. The present 
day abuse of religion for selfish 
motives has upset many, and 
they are afraid of talking about 

religion. Neverthe-
less, all along, Sri 
Lanka has lived 
with different cul-
tures, its identity is 
shaped by different 
ideas and ideals. Sri 
Lanka is rich be-
cause of its pluralis-
tic religious culture. 
Except for a few 
politically motivated 
instances where religion has 
been instrumental in dividing 
people, religions have played a 
positive role in private as well 
as in public life of people. 
 Our God in Jesus 
comes across as a master of 
his destiny (Jn.18-3) yet he 
shows himself as revealed in 
weakness and vulnerability 
(John 10:15-18). His divine 
power comes with his capacity 
to suffer and to die, out of love 
and lay his life. A church, which 
does contemplate the cross, 
becomes triumphant and self-
seeking. In our proclamation, 
if we do not share the suffering 
of humanity, we are in danger 
of missing the unique and fun-
damental point of the Christian 
Faith. (Power is the powerless-
ness) Service to humanity must 
be given in compassion the 
compassion of Jesus. 
 In order to compre-
hend the depth of our task 
today, we have to begin with 
the realities around us, see how 
these realities correspond with 
the visions of our religions. 
Looking into the depth of our 
religions from a theological 
sociological, historical and 
cultural depth, we will discover 
different paradigms of religion. 
Examining these realities in a 
faith context, we will discover 
our roles as religious leaders, 
in the building up of God’s 
Kingdom. 
 

Pluralistic Religious 
Societies

Fifty years ago in many parts 
of the world, there were a few 
distinct religious groups, all 
living within their own areas 
of worship, rituals and com-
munity living. Today when we 

consider Asia, 
and South Asia 
in particular, we 
have pluralistic 
religious societies. 
The turn of events 
in the last few 
years, in these 
very pluralistic 
religious societ-
ies has caused 
RELIGION and 

VIOLENCE to gravitate to the 
centre of international af-
fairs. It calls for identifying the 
root causes and seedbeds of 
violence, in which religion is 
implicated in the conflict. In 
doing so, we may be more open 
for realistic efforts towards 
PEACE BUILDING. The use of 
terminology in these pluralistic 
religious societies also needs to 
be analyzed. Certain key words 
like democracy, conversion, 
freedom fighter, and terrorist 
are frequently used through 
the media and political leaders, 
without trying to understand 
the different contexts in which 
religious groups or commu-
nities comprehend them in 
reality. This leads to a lot of 
confusion and misunderstand-
ing in the application of these 
words and terminology . 
 In order to underline 
our task as peace builders, we 
have to understand the areas 
mentioned above and see 
where disharmony prevails. 
We talk of clash of civilizations, 
whereas we should be working 
for a dialogue of civilizations. 
The greatest cause of conflict 
and violence is a FEAR, focused 
on the OTHER as an enemy 
creating divisions. The social 
nature this disharmony is seen 
in the religious, political and 
economic conflicts present in 
our world today. Religious dis-
harmony prevails where there 
is unhealthy competitions, 
extreme fundamentalism, and 
desire for expansion by the use 
of violence and unholy means 
and social backwardness. 
 Our experiences 
expose the fact that the diverse 
religions in Asia, in our case 
Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam 
and Christianity are in their 

own right, God’s way of reach-
ing out to people. These tradi-
tions are basically ours within 
which we have to dialogue with 
others. We have to respond to 
the Word of God in our context 
but it does not mean that we 
have to devalue or destroy 
our Catholic identity. We must 
stand by our Christian heritage 
but we must also know that 
when we speak of pluralism it 
is born out of our lived expe-
rience. Only then, peace will 
prevail, and peace building is 
possible. This type of experi-
ential religious harmony can 
be seen in India, though from 
time to time there arises some 
conflicts among tribal commu-
nities. 
 India is a land that 
has given birth to three of the 
major world religions, many 
cosmic or primal religions of 
tribal traditions and has in 
the course of centuries wel-
comed and accommodated 
many of the other major world 
religions. Hindus, Muslims, 
Christians, Buddhists as well as 
tribal communities have lived 
together for centuries in India. 
This became possible due to 
the cultural and existential 
dialogue, which they promoted 
with the other religious groups. 
This same attitude was en-
couraged by the statements 
of several of the documents 
of the Second Vatican Council 
and especially by the Declara-
tion Nostra Aetate which urged 
the Christians to “enter with 
prudence and charity into dis-
cussion and collaboration with 
members of other religions,” 
and to “acknowledge, preserve 
and encourage the spiritual and 
moral truths found among non-
Christians”(NA 2) The World 
Council of Churches contribut-
ed to and supported this posi-
tive attitude in different ways 
especially through the study 
that it initiated on the “Word 
of God and the Living Faiths of 
Men” in 1955, the consultation 
on “Christians in Dialogue with 
Men of other Faiths held in 
Kandy, Sri Lanka in 1967. 
 

Being in Dialogue

As human beings 
destined to live and 
grow in relationship 
with others around 
us, “dialogue is the 
law of our being.” 
Growth and devel-
opment in every 
area of life, be it 
socio-economic, 
political-cultural, 
or religious, both of 
the individual and 
of the community 
require that persons 
be in communica-
tions, in dialogue 
with one another. 
Hence it is vital for 
the well-being of all 

that people professing different 
religions in a society be also in 
dialogue with one another. In-
ter-religious dialogue denotes 
the diverse efforts directed 
at promoting understanding 
between religions and harness-
ing the potential of religions 
for mutual enrichment as well 
as for the integral liberation 
of both individuals and com-
munities belonging to differ-
ent religious traditions. Given 
this situation inter-religious 
dialogue is not an option but a 
necessity for the whole world. 
 The annihilation of 
distance is the sentiment of the 
great historian Arnold Toynbee 
expressed about fifty years 
ago. Today it is much more 
true to say that distance is no 
barrier for human beings who 
would like to know each other 
and learn from each other. It is 
vividly seen that the realm of 
religion has undergone much 
change by close contacts and 
interactions among various 
communities. As a result, a 
new phase of inter-religious 
dialogue and understanding 
seems to be the emerging cul-
ture even among the religious 
communities around the world. 
 As we have mentioned 
earlier Sri Lanka is known 
for its pluralistic milieu and 
diversity. This is even true in 
the field of religion. There have 
always been mutual interaction 
and enrichment among differ-
ent religions as it is evident 
in the historical and cultural 
heritage of our country. We also 
have had a few sad instances 
caused by certain politically 
motivated elements, which dis-
turbed the social balance of the 
pluralistic phenomenon of our 
country. For a number of centu-
ries diverse religious traditions 
have been living together in 
such a way that it could be said 
that Sri Lanka has been a living 
example of religious pluralism. 
 The Christian vision of 
humanity stresses that all hu-
man beings are united by one 
origin and one destiny, whether 
they are Buddhists, Hindus, 
Muslims, Catholics or any other. 
They are basically brothers and 
sisters. Therefore, recognizing 
the basic bond that unites all 
human beings, religious com-
munities have to co-operate to 
serve the well being of the hu-
man family. This would involve 
first of all a dialogue of life and 
theoretical studies too. 

Rev. Fr.Camillus Fernando 
Rector, 

Holy Cross College, Kalutara 

Dialogue does not dispense from 
preaching Incarnation 
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Indeed this was a 
Night of Nights. In 
the long corridors of 
recorded time there 

will never be a night like 
this - the night of the First 
Christmas.  
 When God drove 
Adam and Eve from Para-
dise for disobeying Him, 

He knew what sinful generations would follow them.  In 
His infinite mercy and love He promised to send a Re-
deemer who would atone for the sins of the world and 
re-open the gates of Heaven for all mankind.

 In the long annals of 
history the birth of Jesus 
was the only birth that was 
pre-announced.  Even pagan 
philosphers and astrologers 
foretold the coming of a 

powerful King who would change the course of history.
 The large majority of  Jews, the chosen people 
of God, expected the Messiah to be a powerful political 
leader who would free them from the cruel Roman yoke 
and establish a free,  independent and a flourishing state 
of Israel.  They were disappointed when they learnt that 
His Kingdom was not of this world. That is why the first 
chapter of John’s Gospel states -
“He came unto his own and they received him not
Yet to all who received Him and believed in his name
He gave them the right to become children of God.”
 The Prophets Daniel, Isaiah and Micah wrote 
of the coming of a spiritual leader.  Daniel wrote of the 
“Annointed One” and even specified a time frame (Dan 
9: 25).
 The Prophet Isaiah wrote - 
 “The people walking in darkness have seen a 
great light 
 On those livng in the land of the shadow of 
death 
 A light has dawned” and again -
 For unto us a child is born; unto us a Son is given
 And the Government will be upon his shoulders
 And He will be called Wonderful Counsellor, 
Mighty God
 The Everlasting Father the Prince of Peace” (Isa-
iah 9: 2 and 6)

 The Prophet Micah even foretold that Jesus 
woud be born in Bethlehem, the City of David (Micah  
5:2)
 And so it happened,
 As the centuries rolled by the world waited with 
bated breath for the fulfilment of these prophecies.
 The Annunciation 
was the curtain raiser to the 
immortal drama of the Incar-
nation when the Word was 
made flesh and came to dwell among us.  It happened 
when the Angel Gabriel went to the lowly town of Naza-
reth and proclaimed to a beautiful and virtuous young 
girl that she had been chosen to be the Mother of God.  
We can imagine how surprised  she must have been to 
hear this stunning news. When the girl’s doubts as to 
how this could happen were dispelled she bowed to the 
Divine will and accepted this tremendous responsibility 
saying, “Behold the handmaid of the Lord be it done to 
me according to thy word.” For nine months she carried 
the Son of God in her womb, no doubt sustained by the 
tender and loving care of her parents St. Anne and St. 
Joachim.

 About this time in 
keeping with the Divine 
Plan, the Roman Emperor 
Ceasar Augustus issued a 
decree that a census should 
be taken of the whole Ro-

man world.  Joseph the law abiding citizen took Mary his 
pregnant wife and made the long and arduous journey 
to Bethlehem, the City of David to be registered there 
because he was a descendant of the family of David. 
When they reached Bethlehem weighed down by fa-
tigue they had to look for a place to stay because the Inn 
was full.  In utter despair because of Mary’s condition 
Joseph  had to find lodging in a corner of a stable carved 
out of rock in the company of cattle sheep and donkeys.  
And that night, the holiest of corner, quite unknown to 
a busy and materialistic world, the Messiah was born. 
Mary wrapped the baby in swaddling clothes and laid 
Him in a manger which was kept warm by the breath of 
animals in the stable. 
 Pause for a while and think of the staggering 
contradiction - the Creator of the universe had no place 
other than the squalor of a stable to come into this 
world to redeem us.  Can we ever be thankful for such 

an incredible sacrifice?
 The Jews were expecting the Messiah to be born 
in a royal palace replete with all  the trappings of cosiness 
and comforts with a fanfare of trumpets announcing to 
the world the royal birth. But 
it was not to be.
 The birth of Jesus 
was not announced to the 
high and mighty, the rich and 
the powerful but to some 
lowly shepherds huddled together on  a cold hillside 
watching over their flocks.  When the Angel gave them 
the good news they rushed to Bethelehm, found the 
baby and going down on their knees they worshipped 
Him.  They went back to the hills praising God.
 As we ponder on the events of that holiest of nights 
we are reminded of the words of Mary in the Magnificat.
    “He has performed mighty deeds with his arms
     He has scattered the proud hearts
     He has filled the hungry with good things
     And the rich he has sent them empty.”    (Lk 1:51-53)
 The icing on this heartwarming Christmas sto-
ry is the visit of the Wise Men from the East guided by a 
Star to Bethlehem bringing with them gifts fit for a king 
viz.  Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh.  They fell on their 
knees and worshipped the Baby.  They were the first to 
tell the world that the Baby born in a lowly stable was 
indeed a King whom the world had been waiting for.
 The dramatic events of the First Christmas will 
live in our hearts as long as we have life, evoking an un-
quenchable nostalgia and yearning for the peace and 
joy of that Holy Night.

Walter Rupesinghe

“Lonely valleys are 
quiet, pleasant, cool, 

shady, and flowing with 
fresh waters; in the variety 
of their groves and in the 
sweet song of the birds, 
they afford abundant rec-
reation and delight to the 
senses, and in their soli-
tude and silence they re-
fresh and give rest. These 
valleys are what my Be-
loved is to me” 
(John of the Cross)
 Every valuable 
thing is in fact  hard to get. 
Diamonds and Gold are 
covered by layers of rock. 
Pearls are deep down in 
the ocean covered and pro-
tected in a beautiful shell 
and Humanity is far more 
Sacred, and its Dignity and 
God’s image need to be 
treasured and Sacredness 
valued.  This was the very 
reason that prompted the 
Creator united with the 

Celebrate Our Saviour’s Birth

 Now centuries 
have come and gone, we 
are in utter misery. Human 
lives are not respected. 
The womb becomes the 
tomb for 300,000 unborn 
children per year accord-
ing to the latest statistics 
in our land. 
 At this moment 
many countries are in 
conflict raging war and 
Human lives are brutally 
taken away in preview 
of colour, race, religion, 
language and nationality. 

WORD to be-
come a Human 
Being in Eter-
nal silence. Je-
sus gave up His 
Divinity volun-
tarily and took 
upon Human-
ity Yes! Word 
became Flesh.  
(Jn 1:14) Ev-
erything took 
place in perfect 
order, Peace and Harmony. 
The Universe was in utter 
silence and in recollection.
  Therefore we have a rea-
son to celebrate the noble 
Birth of Jesus in a Manger. 
“Immensity cloistered in 
thy dear womb,
Now leaves His well-beloved 
imprisonment,
There He hath made Him-
self to His intent
Weak enough, now into the 
world to come;”    
 (-  John Donne) 

Rev. Sr. Fatimanayaki. A.C

A Christmas Gift
Christmas, Christmas is once more here;
Let’s rush to Mary’s Son so dear
He the Creator of the universe: God in 
human form
Come down to planet earth to save man 
from all norm.
Elders, elders of our small fair isle;
Pause, think, of your situ for a while
In search of green pastures your children 
have left
Leaving you in elders homes bereft,
Others hoping their call to come soon not late
Disposed of all their belongings: Oh what a fate?
Now within four walls they sit day and night
Thinking of their sad, sad plight.
Whose aid can they claim this sad hour?
None - but the Great God who has such power
Today amidst our conflicts and fears
He still offers His presence and peace -
Let’s rush to His near 
To  our Heavenly Father thanks and praises sing.
For giving us His son as Redeemer, Saviour 
and King.
“How wonderful that we on Christmas morn
Since centuries have passed since Christ 
was born
May worship still the living Lord of men
Our Saviour, Jesus, the Babe of Bethlehem.”

            Norma Perera

Human beings are dying 
of hunger and thirst. The 
mindsets with regards to 
diversities of caste, creed 
and nationality need to be 
cleared in order to value 
human bond and affection. 
Only then we could happi-
ly and peacefully celebrate 
Our Saviour’s Birth
 Once again we 
need to cry out…” Be born 
in us Incarnate Love!”
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In the late twenties and 
early thirties when we 
were tiny tots, Christ-
mas was a mere re-

ligious festival limited to 
the Christians who lived 
mostly along the western 
belt of the sea coast. Until 
about the forties we chil-
dren knew very few facts 
about the annual festival 
of Christmas.  
 It was a holiday 
period and we did not 
have to bother about stud-
ies, but we did not miss 
the usual Sunday Mass 
even during the vacation.  
Although it was not a Sun-
day we had to attend the 
Mass not in the morning as 
usual but at  dead of night.  
It was a novel experience 
for us children, because 
after the Midnight Mass as 
we called it, we were led 
by our parents towards a 
cave like erection made of 
thick black paper placed at 
a side of the altar sanctu-
ary outside the banister.  In 
that cave we saw a statue 
of infant Jesus in a manger 
sometimes called the crib 
between statues of Virgin 
Mary and St. Joseph sur-
rounded by  a  calf, a mule 
and some sheep. All were 
statues.
 After the Mid-
night High Mass there 
were two other consecu-
tive Low Masses offered by 
the same priest during the 
early hours of the Christ-
mas morning on the 25th 
of December.  Sometimes 
we had to stay on in the 
Church until the end of the 
third Mass as there was 
Carol singing  by the youth 
at the Church compound.
 After the Carol 
performance we returned 
home and waited impa-
tiently to taste the custom-
ary milk-rice prepared by 
our mothers.  On Christ-
mas Day we children usu-
ally had a tasty midday 
meal and some oil cakes 

It is heartening to note that the period 2011 /  2012, 
commencing from 26th November 2011, has been 
declared in the Archdiocese as the ‘Year of the Word 

of God.’ The Holy Bible is the authoritative source of the 
Word of God. It is unique and different from any other 
book as it contains the Living Word of God. God speaks to 
us through the Holy Bible. Thus it gives  us guidelines and 
directives for living in accordance with the Will of God. 
 The responsibility of interpreting and explain-
ing the Word of God in simple language rests to a great 
extent with  God’s chosen shepherds, the priests. Whilst 
a majority of priests take great pains to explain and 
share the word of God in the language that the ordi-
nary layman could understand, a few make their hom-
ily a ‘theological treatise, ‘heavily couched with abstract 
terminology. A homily has to be preached rather than 
‘read out’ and the longer the theoretical discourse, the 

Proclamation of the 
“YEAR OF THE WORD OF GOD” 

Ananda Pererashorter the patience of the devout congregation. Mark 
Twain, the famous literary humorist once said, “You 
cannot save a single soul after the first 20 minutes of 
your sermon.” 
 In this context, ‘The Messenger’ published on 
20th November, disclosed that a Vatican Cardinal had 
urged the priests to spice up ‘dull, irrelevant’ sermons. 
The Cardinal has described the theological language of 
the priests in their sermons as ‘grey, dull and flavour-
less’ ‘and had appealed to priests to use the graphic and 
dramatic imagery of the Bible to illustrate their sermons 
with colour and intrigue. 
 A good sermon is like an exquisite brand of 
wine. The taste remains in your mouth even after you 
have drunk it. You also get intoxicated by it. A good ser-
mon also leaves the listener thinking and reflecting on 
the thoughts expressed. Like the wine that intoxicates, 

the sermon that inspires, 
triggers off the thinking 
process and grips oneself 
with its message. Jesus 
Christ was the best preach-
er of all times. His language 
was simple and lucid and spiced with illustrations and 
parables that the common folk could well remember. 
That was why the four gospel writers who recorded his 
preaching long after his earthly life were able to give de-
tailed accounts of what he preached. In like manner, the 
message of a sermon, which is the essence of the Living 
Word of God, should also echo in one’s heart throughout 
lifetime.

The Spirit of Christmas
with plantains afterwards.  
Before the meal the makes 
secretly got together with 
a few bottles of hot drinks 
to celebrate the occasion.

belief that Jesus was born 
in that cave and was laid in 
a manger.  The first batch 
of people who came to 
visit the infant were some 
poor shepherds and ac-
cording to the Scriptures 
the second batch consisted 
of three Magi from  the 
East.  These happenings 
clearly show us the Spirit 
of Christmas.
 Firstly, the three 
characters Mary, Joseph 
and the Infant Jesus were 
poor, marginalized, under 
privileged refugees.  Sec-
ondly, the shepherds were 
poor people who eke out 
their existence.  They had 
to keep watch over the 
sheep during the night to 
earn their living.  These 
men also were unrecog-
nized and marginalized 
people who spent most of 
their time in the open air 
taking care of their flocks.
 Thirdly, the Magi 
were the searchers of 
God and the truth, but not 
wealth.
 The aforesaid in-
stances clearly tell us the 

Spirit of Christmas.  Christ-
mas is the occasion that 
reminds us the Christian 
obligation on behalf of the 
poor and the needy people.  
As Christians it is a must to 
stretch our hands bounti-
fully towards the poor and 
the needy.
 In this new era of 
the 21st century ample op-
portunities are provided to 
celebrate Christmas mean-
ingfully.  Undoubtedly we 
should have a sumptuous 
meal and some sort of en-
tertainment in celebrat-
ing Christmas as a festival.  
Nevertheless we should not 
forget the spirit of Christ-

W.K. Pius Fernando

 On that ollow-
ing day the elders started 
their usual-work and we 
children gathered again to 
play.  That was the Christ-
mas which we knew in 
those by-gone days.
 Gradually the peo-
ple, both Christians and 
non-Christians, came to 
know more about Christ-
mas and they joined hands 
to celebrate the festival as 
a social function. As teen-
agers and adolescents we 
came to know what Christ-
mas was really and recog-
nized the Spirit of Christ-
mas. We were aware of 
some real facts surround-
ing the first Christmas.
 The Virgin Mary 
and St. Joseph were com-
pelled to seek a place to 
rest during the night at 
the end of their tiresome 
journey from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem.  As they were 
not rich people they had to 
choose a cave which was 
meant for cattle, to spend 
the night as there was no 
room for them to stay in 
the inn. It is the common 

mas as seperate from the 
present day situation.
 There  is an in-
creasing population of 
needy people all over the 
island.  After the 30-year 
ethnic war disasters and 
natural disasters there are 
a lot of our own brethren 
who need our care and 
help to revive their life.  So 
we can help them in many 
ways to stand on their 
feet.
 There are so 
many who haven’t  proper 
meals,  proper dress,  es-
sential medicine,  shelter, 
an employment and a way 
to lead a respectable liv-

ing. Apart from that there 
are so many school-going 
children without basic 
facilities for their stud-
ies.  There are helpless 
widows, so many children 
without parents looking 
forward for  some help 
during this season.  So it 
is a fitting mark of respect 
for the infant Jesus for us 
to contribute a portion 
of the money we spend, 
sometimes unnecessarily 
during Christmas, for the 
upliftment of these needy 
people and also  maintain 

the project of assisting 
those who need our help.
 As St. James says 
,to show our Christian faith 
by our action, Christmas is 
a golden opportunity to 
do something to show our 
sympathy and hospitality, 
to those in need.
 I think it is very 
meaningful to conclude 
this appeal with the words 
of our Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself “Love your neigh-
bour as you love yourself”.
 Wish you all a 
Merry Christmas that en-
lightens you ... to realise 
the spirit of Christmas.
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any commentaries have been 
published regarding the new 
texts of the Mass. But there 
are some areas that we take 

for granted but is rich in meaning.
 
The Lord be with you and with your 
Spirit
 The Lord be with you is a com-
mon greeting on the Old Testament. It 
has been made famous by the Angel 
Gabriel’s address to Mary in the same 
words.

The priest greets the congregation  in 
these words he acknowledges the pres-
ence of the Lord in the people of God 
assembled for the celebration. When 
the congregation responds  "and with 
your Spirit," the people acknowledge 
the special presence of the Spirit in the 
presiding priest. All receive the Spirit at 
Baptism. But the priest at his Ordination 
receives a greater share of the Spirit to 
preside at Mass.
 Vatican Council II also speaks 

about this when it speaks of the mul-
tiple presences of Christ in the Eucha-
ristic celebration: His presence in the 
congregation in the presiding priest etc. 
(Liturgy 7)

The Word of the Lord
 At the end of the first and 
second readings, the Minister of the 
Word is expected to say ‘The Word of 

the Lord.' 'Not this is the Word of the 
Lord.' The  reason is to bring the Word 
of The Lord on a par with the ‘The Body 
of Christ.' The priest does not say, This 
is the Body of Christ,' but 'The Body of 
Christ.'

Consubstantial
 Despite the article I wrote in 
Tasmanian Catholic some time back, 
people still ask me to explain what con-
substantial means. ‘Substantia’ is a Latin 
word which roughly means nature. 
Consubstantial means the same nature. 
The Father, Son  and the Spirit have the 
same nature as we human beings have 
the same nature.. As human beings we 
are all consubstantial with one another. 
Jesus as man is consubstantial with us. 
He has the same nature as us human 

beings. As Divine he is consubstantial 
with the Father. The prefix ‘con’ need 
not worry us much. We are all concele-
brants at Mass. The priest being the pre-
siding celebrant. We celebrate together. 
We all enjoy the status of celebrants 
together - we are all concelebrants.

Your Sacrifice and Mine
 The People of God (expected to)
offer their lives to God every moment of 
the day. So does the ordained priest as 
a baptized Christian.  When People par-
ticipate in the Eucharist they bring their 
life’s offering/sacrifice (symbolized  in 
the gifts of bread and wine) and offer it 
through Christ to the Father. Because of 
union with Christ’s offering the sacrifice 
is acceptable to the Father. The ordained 
priest does the same. However, the 
priest also offers his sacrifice in Persona 
Christi-in the person of Christ. Hence he 
takes the offering of the people and his 
own offering/sacrifice and offers them 
to the Father through Him, in Him and 
with Him, because of which my sacrifice 
(the priest’s ) and yours (the people’s) 
sacrifice is acceptable to the Father.

Acclamations
 People wonder why the most 
common of acclamations - Christ has 
died, Christ is risen etc., is omitted 
among the new ones. The reason is 
all acclamation addressed directly to 
Christ. The common/popular acclama-
tion did not.

“The City of Bethlehem, 
where the Messiah was born”

(A scripture based study about the  significance of ‘Bethlehem’)

City of Bethlehem

(Contd. on Pg. 9)

 

uring this grace-filled 
season, we, all the 
Christians, celebrate 
the birth of Our Lord 

Jesus Christ. The promise given 
to our first parents was ac-
complished by God as He sent 
His own Son to the world. Thus 
we experience God’s  immense 
love for us. We find  this in the 
Sacred Scripture as it says in 
the Gospel of  St. John:

“For God so loved the world that 
he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but mays have 
eternal life” (John 3:16).

 In the Old Testament, 
we find the promise was given 
to send the Messiah to the 
world. It is so significant that 
it is clearly mentioned that 
the Messiah would be born in 
Bethlehem:

“But you, O Bethlehem of Ephra-

thah,
who are one of the little clans 
of Judah, from you shall come 
forth for me one who is to rule 
in Israel,whose  origin is from of 
old, from ancient days.” 
(Micah 5:2)
 Of course this was 
fulfilled  with the birth of  Lord 
Jesus Christ and thus it was 
written in the Gospels:
“In the time of King Herod, after 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, wise men  from the east 
came to Jerusalem..” 
(Matthew 2:1)

“And you , Bethlehem, in the 
land of Judah,
are by no means least among 
the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people 
Israel.” (Matthew 2:6)
 Has not the scripture 
said that the Messiah is descend-

ed from David and comes from 
Bethlehem, the village where 
David lived?” (John 7:42)
 Therefore it is impor-
tant to know about the signifi-
cance of this City of Bethlehem 
where the Messiah was born. 
The word ‘Bethlehem’ accord-
ing to Hebrew means ‘House 
of Bread.’ Thus Bethlehem 
was the House of the Messiah 
who introduced Himself as the 
Bread of Life:
 
“Jesus said to them, ‘I am the 
bread of life.” (John 6:35)
 This is a village about 

five miles south 
of Jerusalem. 
This City also has 
significance as it 
is identified with 
‘Ephrath’ which 
is the birth place 
of Benjamin and 
the burial place 
of Rachel (see 
Genesis 35:16-
20)
 The signifi-
cance of this City 

remains and is grown with its 
relationship  to King David. 
For this reason Bethlehem was 
sometimes recognized as the 
City of David:
 
“Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the City of David called Beth-

lehem..” (Luke 2:4)
 Bethlehem was  home-
town to King David and his 
family:
 
 “Now David was the son 
of an Ephrathite of Bethlehem 
in Judah, named Jesse, who had 
eight sons” (1 Samuel 17:21)
 It is in Bethlehem 
that David fed his flocks; It is 
in Bethlehem that David was 
anointed as the King of Israel 
by the Prophet Samuel (see 1 
Samuel 16:1-13).
 Thus Bethlehem, the 
City of David has a great signifi-
cance in the Sacred Scripture, 

history of salvation, as well as 
in the hearts of all Christians.
 May the Messiah be 
born in our hearts during this 
grace-filled season of Christ-
mas! May our hearts be another 
Bethlehem - a house of bread 
where we would welcome Jesus 
Christ who is the Bread of Life 
and one who gives  eternal life 
to all!
 Wish you a blessed 
Christmas!

 
Bro. Eranga Laksritha de Silva

 Second Year Theology



here  has been a 
rich tradition of 
music and drama 
in Sri Lanka. In the 
past the musicians 

and dancers were endowed 
with lands by the Kings and 
Chiefs for their maintenance. 
Nevertheless Theravada Bud-
dhism was not conducive to the 
growth of  serious drama in Sri 
Lanka. The Catholic missionar-
ies during the Portuguese and 
the Dutch times made  use  of 
Drama as a mode  to glorify the 
religion and edification of the 
devotees.
 Christmas is a season 
of joy and festivity. During 
Christmas many Nativity plays 
are enacted on the birth of 
Christ in cattle shed and inci-
dents connected with it.
 There is no evidence 
as to the type of drama that 
prevailed in the ancient past. 
There have been references to 
some dramatic performances 
in Mahavamsa, Pujavaliya and 
other literary works.   
       Kolam, Sokari, Gam-
madu and Thovilmadu coming 
down from the ancient times 
is not considered as drama in 
the real   sense of the term. 
There had been age-long pup-
pet displays made of Kaduru 
wood. They were only wayside 
performances and not drama.
 It is on record that 
in 1615 a nativity play was 
performed in Kammala on the 
incarnation of Christ. None of 
the plays performed during the 
Portuguese times have come 
down to us to ascertain their 
nature. The earliest form of 

Sinhala drama we could speak 
of today is ‘Nadagam’. There 
is evidence to show that the 
Nadagam had their origins in 
Christmas.
 There is a popular 
belief that Nadagam was in-
troduced by Phillippu Singho.  
However the late Bishop 
Edmund Peiris who had done 
much research on the origin 
and development of Nadagam 
showed that the first Nadagam 
in Sri Lanka was 
‘Rajatun  Kattuwa’ 
presented by Mihin-
dukulasuriya Gabriel 
Fernando of Chilaw.
 Gabriel 
Fernando modelled 
‘Rajatun Kattuwa’ on 
the Tamil Natakam 
‘Musical Natakam’ on 
the birth of Christ. 
In1882 this ‘Rajatun 
Kattuva’ of Gabriel 
Fernando was re-
vised and re-cast by 
Juvan Pinto. In the 
‘Viyarana Viriduva’ 
or the prologue of 
Rajatun Kattuwa en-

acted by Juvan Pinto, it is stated 
that the  original author was 
Gabriel Fernando.
 According to the 
tradition Philippu Singho was 
born in the year 1770. It is said 
that he  presented ‘Ehelapola’ 
Nadagam in 1824, ‘Rajatun 
Kattuwa’ of  Mihindukulasuriya 
Gabriel Fernando of Chilaw 
was enacted in 1761. As such 
‘Rajatun Kattuwa’ of Gabriel 
Fernando could  be considered 

as the first Sinhala Nadagam.
 The text of  ‘Rajatun 
Kattuwa’ enacted at times 
during the Christmas season 
by the people of Duwa was a 
subsequent innovation written 
by Cornelis  Gurunnanse.
 As his ‘Rajatun Kat-
tuwas’ was a success Mihindu-
kulasuriya Gabriel Fernando 
wrote another Nadagam called 
‘Marigida Nadagama’ on the 
life of Sr. Margarita. This was 
followed by many other Nadag-
ams on the lives of Saints and 
other Catholic themes. Before 
long Nadagam on secular 
themes like ‘Ehelapola’  ‘Sin-
havalli ‘Portia’ and ‘Mathalan’ 
were  performed in various 
parts of the country and Nadag-
am’ became a recognized form 
of drama in Sri Lanka.

Terukuttu or Street 
Drama
 The early Sinhala 
Nadagam followed ‘Terukuttu’ 
form of drama in presentation 
Terukuttu was a popular form 
of street drama in Jaffna and 
Trincomalee. First came the 
‘Pothe Gura or the narrator 
who introduced the play. ‘Pothe 
Gura’ also introduced each ac-
tor in a verse called ‘Innisai’. He  
also appeared in between the 
play to narrate the parts not 
enacted in the stage. 
 The word ‘Nadagam’ 
was derived from the Tamil 
term ‘Natakam.’  The Jesuit 
priests in Jaffna presented 
Tamil Catholic plays coming 
down from the Portuguese 
tradition. Terukuttu was a form 
of street drama that spread in 
Sri Lanka from South India.
 In Nadagams there 
were folk drama forms as well. 
The audience sat around the 
stage and the actors performed 
their parts dancing round the 
stage. Later the narrator used 
‘Kavi Sindu’  to introduce the 
actors. There was a chorus that 
repeated the singing of the nar-
rator called ‘Athval Gayanaya.’  
These were features found in 
‘Kolam’, ‘Sokri’ ‘Gammadu’ and 
Thovil Madu.’ As time went on 
folk dialogue, folk attire, folk 
dance forms and folk music 
was absorbed to give Nadagam 
a local outlook.
 It could be seen that 
early Nadagam were presented 
by Catholics, on Christian 
themes. Philippu Singho who is 
accredited with taking Nadag-
am from the Catholic themes 
to the secular sphere was 
himself was a Catholic. He was 
the author of many Catholic 
Nadagams like 'Santha Joseph’ 
‘Helena’ 'Santha Nicholas and 
some secular Nadagam like 
‘Ehelpola.’ ‘Balsantha Nadagam’ 
by Eugene Peiris ‘Eugene 
Nadagam’ by V. Peiris ‘Selethina 
Nadagam' by Charles de Abrew 
were other well known Nadag-
ams.
 In the latter half of 
the 19th century there came 
‘Nurthi’  from  North India. 
Nadagam were enacted 
all over the night for days 
whereas Nurthi was limited 
for  about three and half 
hours. There were new 
themes well parted scenes, 
make up and well devel-
oped orchestra in 'Nurthi.' 
As a result ‘Nurthi’ had a 
better appeal.  

  
Most of the Na-
dagam artists 
now turned  to 
puppet drama. 
Well known Na-
dagam stories 
‘Ehelapola’ and 
‘Wessantara’ 
were based on 
Nadagam sto-
ries, and popu-
lar characters 

like ‘Sellan Lama’ and ‘Kannangi’ 
were found in Nadagam as well. 
In Catholic areas like the Western 
sea-board Nadagam continued as 
a religious exercise.
 It was Prof. Ediriweera 
Sarathchandra who brought 
back the Nadagam to the lime-

light again. He chiselled and 
polished Nadagam forms to 
present outstanding plays like 
‘Maname’ and ‘Sinhabahu.’
 A major criticism 
levelled against Nadagam was 
that modern themes could not 
be presented in stylized drama. 
Prof. Ediriweera Sarathchan-
dra presented 'Sinhabahu’ and 
'Maname’ and other stylized 
plays as an expression of Sin-
hala theatre. Today others like 
Chandrasena Dissanayake have 
presented stylized drama to 
suit  times and condition.
 ‘Nadagam’ which 
is a synthesis to ‘Terukuttu’ 
and folk  drama forms, with 
superior motivation, local 
seeing and scintillating music, 
is a classic contribution made 
by the Catholics to the arts 
and culture in Sri Lanka.  As 
Nadagam, the earliest Sinhala 
drama with a dramatic conven-
tion had come to the scene as  
Nativity Plays it could be said 
that  Christmas gave birth to 
the Sinhala Drama.

W.T.A. Leslie Fernando

Did Sinhala Drama have its 
Origin in Christmas?

Fallen Asleep
 In the second canon we read ‘remember our 
brothers and sisters who have fallen asleep in the hope 
of the resurrection’. In Luke  12 in the raising up of 
Jairus’ daughter  the mourners in the bereaved house  
ridiculed Jesus because Jesus said ‘she is not dead but 
sleeping’. What Jesus meant was the girl will rise again 
from the dead for when we sleep  naturally we wake up 
from our sleep!

The Lord’s Prayer
 The introduction to the Lord’s prayer says ‘we 
dare to say’. In fact Father is the intimate of address of 
Jesus to the Father. Abba  Father. However at the end 
of John’s gospel the Risen Lord says, ‘I have not yet 
ascended to my God and your God, my father and your 
father’. Its not a direct command by Jesus to us as the 
introduction says. But indirectly it can be
 In the New Testament only God is addressed 
as Father. But we call our priests father. As Paul says 
in one of his epistles “I begot you in Christ. Paul is a 
spiritual Father to his faithful. So is the priest. He bap-
tizes children and makes us the children of God. Hence 
he begets them in Christ. So in a way he is a spiritual 
father to his faithful . 
 Only at Mass the Amen after the Lord’s Prayer 
is omitted. The reason is the last petition ‘but deliver 
from all evil’ is taken up in the next prayer - Deliver us 
O Lord- and elaborated upon. 
 Hence Amen is said at the end of this prayer - 
Deliver us Lord.

James Dudley Perera

The Lord........
Contd. from Pg. 8
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Year in and 
year out we celebrate the feast of Christ-
mas. And each year we try to draw new 
meaning and relevance for our lives. If 
not, Christmas becomes a routine event 
at an year’s end, relegated to external 
expressions, traditions and celebrations. 
When the crib is dismantled and the tree 
is taken down, when the feasting is over 
and gifts put away, life goes back to nor-
mal. What has Christmas meant ? Is it be-
cause we think of it as just one Event ? On 
the contrary, Christmas is many events 
put together  in the life of this Christ-
child whose birthday we commemorate. 
 The Gospels speak to us of an 
annunciation of the birth, the birth itself 
in Bethlehem, the sign of angels, the visit 
of shepherds and wise men, the plan of 
a cruel king Herod. It seems like many 
events put together that make up the 
Christmas Story. And we still celebrate it 
as one event. Isn’t it just the first step of 
the journey of Jesus’ entire life? He had a 
long and hard way to go.
 Let us reflect on the Christ-

Event as a totality 
with so much inter-
connectedness. The 
picture shown helps 
us in this contempla-
tion. It is an exquisite, 
artistic expression of 
his entire life as por-
trayed in the Face of 
Jesus. It starts with 

his birth, takes him through years of 
ministry, leading to his death and resur-

rection. All these events form one pic-
ture, one whole, one journey of life.
  
We have the crib scene at the bottom of 
the picture. “Bethlehem,” the place of 
birth, literally means “House of Bread.” 

Later, we see Jesus 
multiplying bread 
for a multitude to 
eat. At the end of his 
life, he gives himself 
as bread. The angels 
as portrayed above 
sing “Gloria in Excel-
sis Deo” to announce 
Jesus’ birth and they 

are present again to minister to him in 
the wilderness and in the bitter passion 
in Gethsemane. They are also there to 
announce the glorious news of the res-
urrection. Jesus preaches a silent mes-
sage through his lowly birth in a stable  
and reiterates it with the sermon on the 
mount so explicitly shown in the picture: 
“Blessed are the poor.” Though King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords, his hiddenness 
in Bethlehem’s manger is to be extended 
through thirty years of a hidden life. His 
prayerfulness as manifested in moments 
of silent communion with his Father on 
mountain tops, before decision-making, 
leads to a garden where he kneels in 
deepest woe. It is all part of his journey of 
life which  began on one silent night. 
 This night is also dark with pain 
and sorrow. When Herod’s hunt  was on 
to kill him as a baby, he fled as an exile, 
for that was not his “hour.” later, that hour 
comes when everyone abandons him and 
Jesus says, “Yet, I am not alone, for the 
Father is with me.” This is the hour for 
which he was born—a Child born to die. 
Behind the crib is a cross. Mother Mary 
did not see thorns among the straw of 
the manger-bed  nor perhaps realize  
that the baby face she kissed was really 
the face of God.  The song, “Mary did you 
know “ is new food for new thought  at 
Christmas-time. It helps us understand 
the Christ-Event in its entirety. The Gos-
pels tells us that with the birth of Jesus, 
Mary “kept all these things, pondering 

them in her heart.” Mary, did you really 
know who this 
Child would turn 
out to be ?  -  None 
other than THE 
GREAT I AM.
 We un-
derstand then 
why the prophets 
call him “Emman-
uel, “God-with-
us.” This is the 
eternal meaning 
of Christmas. We 
celebrate Some-
one who is always 
with us -  who 
paid us a visit in 

the flesh in his-
tory, and remains 
with us in the 
present in word 
and sacrament 
and will visit us again at the end of time. 
Jesus is not for one day, dated as 25th De-
cember, not just for one season entitled, 
“Christmas.” We can turn to Him today  - 
any day in fact - with  love  like Mary and 
Joseph, with adoration like the shepherds 
and wise men, with Hosannas like the an-
gels and with the humility of creatures for 
whom their God has become Man. Christ-
mas will then have a far deeper mean-
ing than the merely seasonal activities of 
shopping and merry-making, gift-giving 
and receiving, or a routine church service, 
Far more 

than external activity, Christmas becomes 
a person who will always be with us, as 

our Emmanuel. 

 The power and magic of that 
one silent night, can extend into the year 
and into every event in our lives, whether 
we go through our Christmases of joy or 
carry our crosses of pain. The assurance 
is that He is with us. 
 Let the Lord remain in the man-
ger of my heart so that he may also  help 
me carry the crosses of life. Is it not awe-
some? Let us try to fathom the depths 
of these awe-fully wonderful mysteries  
(mind the word … not awfully, by any 
means !!!)    of the CHRIST-EVENT
 

 

THE CHRIST EVENT

Rev. Sr. Cynthia Mendis

It was the Eve of Christmas once again. That unmis-
takable nip in the air that is characteristic of De-
cember was felt even in the usually hot climate of 
Jaffna. 

 Louis now middle-aged and Mariam matronly, 
sat in the porch outside their modest and neat home 
all spruced up for Christmas. It was a newly built house 
modest in proportion, with freshly white-washed walls. 
The smell of fresh paint still lingered. The lace cur-
tains ruffled gently in the mild breeze that wafted. The 
floor gleamed, reflecting the lights that twinkled on the 
Christmas tree which glittered in a corner. A sizeable 
crib with its tableau was displayed prominently with its 
lit up tail-star; the Virgin Mother fondly gazing at the 
Godhead that was her Son and Joseph the foster father 
bowed in adoration. 
 Two teenage girls 
and a boy in his early twen-
ties, came out of the house to 
join their parents. Soft playing 
of carols was heard in the background. Where have Sel-
vi, Bala and Thanga gone?” inquired the mother. “Selvi 
has gone with the carol singers and Bala and Thanga are 
helping Father Sunil Perera with the crib in the Church.” 
answered Ana one of the teenage girls. 
 With a sigh of relief, Mariam sank back in the 
easy chair. She was still vigilant about her children. The 
anxiety, the outcome of past events-nightmares persist 
“What tranquillity pervades on a Christmas Eve,” said 
Louis. “It’s as if angels of peace are passing through.” 
“Yes but do you remember when war guns boomed in 
the silent night?” reminded Mariam., “And the politi-
cian who was done to death on Christmas night when 
he was approaching the altar for communion and the 

Reminiscences A Short 

Story 

By Jeannette 
Cabraal 

 

mayhem.” “Why Ammah what about the time we were 
in the refugee camp?” chimed in Rani. “Huddled on tat-
tered sheets”. “And poor grandma who died at the camp 
and had a pauper’s burial,” added Bapu. “Remember the 
Christmas tree? The branch of a tree stuck in a small 
tin decorated with bits of coloured rags and guppie?” 
he said reminiscing their Christmas at the refugee 
camp as children and running up to the Christmas tree 
sang wistfully. “Christmas tree Oh! Christmas tree! But 
we children were happy that night with our make-do 
Christmas tree” 
 “And remember the saved biscuits that all at the 

camp contributed though 
they could hardly spare it.” 
added Rani .. “Yes we were 
all comrades in disaster.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 “What about the 
drink we made out of the 
wild shoe flowers. Again 
all at the camp gave a 
teaspoon or two of sugar 
although sugar was ra-
tioned.” 
 “And the charity 
meal we got on Christmas 

Day!” said Ana. “What an awful time!” chimed the children. 
 “It was a good experience for us to realize how 
unpredictable life is; and to understand the predicament 
of the underprivileged. To put ourselves  in the place of 
the less fortunate even through those circumstances. To 
know how the other half of the world lives,” said Louis 
nodding sagely. 
 “Let’s all go and kneel at the crib and thank the 
Christ-Child for the mercies shown to us and for this 
peaceful Christmas Day,” concluded Mariam.
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The annual Christmas concert of the children at  the  
Centre for Education of Hearing Impaired Children   
(CEHIC)  was held on 11th of December. The concert 

was like any other school and it would be hard to believe 
that these children were born with defective hearing 
and speech and in most cases labeled as “handicapped”, 
“disabled” or “abnormal.
 This educational miracle is due to the vision, 
dedication  and pioneering spirit  of  Sr. Greta and her 
enthusiastic staff,  who  proved  that the deaf can hear 
and the dumb can talk, provided they get the right type of 
attention and education. The method used is the Japanese 
pre-school training for hearing impaired children, based 
on the Auditory-oral method of education and training 

enabling  hearing impaired children to speak using their 
residual hearing which is appropriately  ampli�ied by 
hearing aids. With this method pre school children could 
be successfully integrated into mainstream education 
at  the school going age.  However   early detection  of  

a hearing  impairment and  intervention is vital for the 
success of these children says Sr. Greta. Infants  just a 
few months old can be admitted  to CEHIC where such 
impairment is tested monitored and  treated  medically 
and  managed educationally with great care and 
ef�iciency.
 The vision of CEHIC  is  that  “all hearing impaired 
people by being able to hear and speak, will have the 
opportunity to attain an equal place in society and 
be accepted as creative contributors to the 
development of a prosperous, peaceful 
and just nation”.
The CEHIC carr ies  forward i ts 
programme of work within the unique 

concept of a “community school”.  It is  not a private 
school or a  public school, a Buddhist, Christian or Muslim 
school. The guiding principle is equality and that each 
must help each other. For instance everyone takes part in 
celebrating the various religious festivals. The parents of 

Paul Navaratne’s watercolors presented here are quite possibly the first amongst   
the efforts towards indigenization of Christian art in Sri Lanka,  His approach  
completely transformed the nativity scene to a traditional Kandiayn environment, 

even using art techniques and colours that are peculiar to Kandiyan art.  
The main purpose of  ‘Nativity  art’  is  to  communicate the message of Christmas. 
Throughout the ages and around the world artists have aspired to capture this story. It 
may very well be the  theme most painted. With time indigenization or localization  of  
Christian art  to a particular culture became popular.  As such it has been captured in a 
diversity of  cultural settings ( eg: Chinese, Japanese, Indian, African) and a range of  
mediums (eg:  water colors, oils, clay, glass,  the metals)
Indigenization began in Sri Lankan with the rise of nationalism and the countries 
independence from British rule  During this time the  move towards indigenization  was 
much needed and a search for liturgy with which the people could associate themselves 
and feel more comfortable was initiated.  Local artists  were  encouraged  to paint 
Christian themes, compose prayers and hymns in the lacal language all of which were 
attempts to incarnate Christianity in the Sri Lankan culture. 

Christmas in our own language

Christmas miracle continues

every child admitted to the CEHIC becomes a member of 
the Association For the Hearing Impaired Children (AHIC) 
and the  day to day affairs are handled by them.  
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God became man on Christmas 
Day, and Mary became the 
Mother of God. 

 “From today onwards, she will 
be Mother of God; and our mother too..” 
said Pope John XXIII.
 It is very significant that in Sri 
Lanka we have always addressed her 
and referred to her as “Deva Meniyo” or 
“Deva Matha”, which is Mother of God.

 All Christians 
know that God himself 
chose Mary to be the 
Mother of Jesus;  “The 
Word was made flesh” 
in her.  That is how she 

came to be known also as “Virgin Mary.”
 St. Thomas Aquinas had an 
explanation for that.
 “In order that the Body of 
Christ might be shown to be a real body, 
He was born of a woman; but in order 
that His Godhead might be made clear, 
He was born of a virgin.”

 Other Christians too proclaim 
that Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary.  
It is there in the creed they read.  “Vir-
gin Mary,” they say.
 For us, Catho-
lics she is Blessed 
Virgin Mary.  The Angel 
of the Lord himself told 
her, “Blessed art Thou 
amongst women.”  And Mary  herself 
foresaw it.  “Henceforth, all generations 
shall call me “Blessed,” she said. She was 
going to be the Mother of Jesus.
 Indeed, we cannot have Jesus 
without Mary;  specially at Christmas 
time, we cannot have Jesus without 
Mary and Joseph.  All Christians, not  
Catholics alone, know that.
 Christmas is not just a birthday 
celebration. It is the birth of Jesus, not 
his birthday - that we remember and 
re-enact  each  Christmas.
 That is why we always have the 
Crib in all our Churches, and usually in 

all our homes, 
to remember 
Baby Jesus 
with Mary and 
Joseph.  The 
Crib is there 
not just for a 
day, but for at 
least a week.  
We have Carols 
outside to 
remember the 
Angels who 
came to sing 

praises when Jesus was 
born,  and the star that God 
placed in the sky to direct 
the Three Kings to Bethle-
hem, is also seen hanging 
high upon the Crib.
 The Crib of  
Christmas also conveys 
to us the message of the 
humble beginning of the 
Holy Family.
 With little Jesus, 
the Holy Family began 
from that lonely manger, 
their simple, but holy life, 
which was a model of love 
and peace for all families.
 As we all know, the Head of the 
family was a carpenter with no regular 
income; and his spouse was an ordinary 
housewife.  But they both knew well 
that they were bringing up the Son of 
God. (Luke 1:32, Matt 1: 21).
 “And the Child grew, and became 
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and 

the grace of God was 
upon him”.  (Luke 2:40)
 At age twelve, 
he was already with 
wise men who were 
astonished about his 

wisdom. (Luke 2:46-47)
 It was there that he indicated 
for the first time to his earthly parents, 
what he really was “Why are you look-
ing for me? Did you not know that I 
must be in my Father’s House? 
   (Luke 2: 49) 

 This is how St. John  concludes 
his Gospel: “There are 
many other things that 
Jesus did.  But if they 
are to be described in-
dividually, I don’t think 
the whole world would 
contain the books that would be written.” 
(John 21:25).
 “Shout joyfully to the Lord, all 
you lands.  Worship Him with cries of 
gladness.  Come before him with joyful 
song.  Know that the Lord is God.” (Psalm 
100: 1, 2, 3)
 
 “Blessed be Jesus Christ - True 
God and True Man.”
 Merry Christmas to you !
 And a Happy New Year Too !!

All the Earth Proclaim the Lord 
   Sing your Praise to God 
                             (Psalm 98: 4)

Alfred Perera

Rev. Sr. Sunitha   A.C.

At  the threshold of 
this Season of Ad-
vent, it was aptly 

declared in the Metropoli-
tan See of Colombo, as the 
Year of the Word of God 
with the theme ‘Towards 
a Renewal of Faith through 
the Word of God.’ We also 
know and believe that the 
Word became flesh, so that 
we may come to know God 
and become His Children: 
“But to those who did ac-
cept him he gave power to 
become children of God, 
to those who believe in 
his name” (John: 1,12). “In 
times past, God spoke in 
partial and various ways to 
our ancestors through the 
prophets” (Heb: 1,1).  In 
order to convey His mes-
sage, mostly He chose An-
gels, human persons and 

at times, signs too. It was 
not that easy to convince 
the hard-hearted or stiff-
necked people in the Old 
Testament. But God was 
not tired at all. Gradually  
the appointed time came 
to plant the Word, to pitch 
His tent among the inhab-
itants of the world. Such 
was God’s plan. He, who is 
always faithful in keeping 
to His promises, took the 
first step to fulfill His first 
promise, which He made 
in the Garden: “… He will 
strike at your head, while 
you strike at his heel” (Gen 
3:15).

 On a beautiful day, 
which He Himself chose, 
God sent His Messenger 
the Angel Gabriel to visit 
a virgin, to prepare her 
to bear the Word of God. 
When the message was 
given to her she bewil-
dered, and began the sim-
ple dialogue with the An-
gel. Mary was confronted 
with the choice of giving up 
her own plans and dreams. 
She listened to every word 
of the Angel and she was 
filled with grace. Her at-
tentive listening in faith 
prompted her to accept 

the message. Her creative 
listening made it possible 
to dispel all fears. With 
her Fiat: “Behold, I am the 
handmaid of the Lord. May 
it be done to me according 
to your word” (Luke: 1,38), 
the Word turned into flesh 
in her womb.  Once when 
she realized the power of 
God and His plan for her, 
she was able to let go all 
her desires to be a wife. 
Joseph her future  partner, 
her parents , the people 
of her village, acquain-
tances and friends, their 
opinions  about her being 
with a child outside wed 
lock did not matter to her 
. She was able to let go and 
let God take possession of 
her. Emptying  once-self 
and to let go is not an easy 
task. This woman who was 
singularly favoured   was 
filled with the Holy Spirit 
to move beyond her ordi-
nary expectations.

 Joseph the man to 
whom she was betrothed 

came to know that she was 
with a child. So natural to 
human nature, he began to 
plan to do away with her. 
Sure  enough, he would 
have spent some sleepless 
nights, consulted God as to 
what to do. Being “a righ-
teous man” (Matt: 1,19), 
he least desired to bring 
shame upon Mary. God in-
tervened   through the an-
gel and Joseph was able to 
listen to the message given 
to him by the Angel. This 
helped him to accept God’s 
word although  it was a 
mystery to him. The grace 
was at work. He was able 
to let go all his future ex-
pectations to have Mary as 
his wife.  He accepted the 
Immaculate Conception 
and the Word Incarnate. 
Amidst such mysteries 
he walked in faith. He did 
not cling to his reputation 
or honour but accepted 
to let go many things to 
have Jesus with him. They 
left everything at the 
command of God to go to 

Bethlehem. To let go the 
familiar grounds, place of 
work , meetings, spots of 
friends and to go in search 
of a place suitable to give 
birth to the Promised One 
the Messiah  was a difficult 
task, nevertheless they 
accepted the challenge. 
Letting go fills a person 
with faith which make all 
things possible. The cattle 
shed, the manger became 
the cradle of the Saviour. 
So simple and natural was 
the birth, although it was 
the mystery of the Incar-
nation. The Eternal Word 
(Davar YHWH), the Divine 
Wisdom (Hokmah) thus 
became flesh.

 The simple shep-
herds were on their fields 
keeping a watchful eye 
on the sheep. They were 
awake while the kings 
were asleep. These hum-
ble shepherds were cho-
sen to see Jesus the Good 
Shepherd to be. They were 
chosen to receive the first 
Good News. No sooner 
they heard the voice of 
Angels announcing the 
Birth of the Messiah, than 
they let go the flock and 
other belongings. They 
were ready to walk the 
distance in the dark “in 
haste” (Luke: 2,16), tak-

ing a few sheep marched 
towards a place so famil-
iar to them – the humble 
cattle shed –  to find the 
Babe wrapped in swad-
dling clothes. We read that 
the Magi too visited this 
Babe of Bethlehem. Seeing 
the Star they took a risk. 
These Wise Men from the 
East were able to let go all 
their involvements, their 
work of research, keeping 
aside their appointments 
and other responsibili-
ties began their journey 
looking at a star. Star of 
wonder guided them un-
til they were able to see 
Jesus. If they were cling-
ing to their prestige and 
honour,  they would not 
have taken a step forward. 
On the contrary, they gave 
up everything and started 
their journey “sleeping in 
snatches, with the voices 
singing in our ears, saying 
that this was all folly” (T.S. 
Eliot, The Journey of the 
Magi). But at the end of it, 
they could see Jesus.  Mary, 
Joseph , the shepherds, 
and the wise men saw Je-
sus. He comes, comes ever 
comes, let us see Him, 
recognize Him and accept 
Him.  Letting go our self-
ishness, unforgiving spirit 
will help to see Jesus and 
worship Him.

Peace-filled Christmas to 
all!
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Christmas
By Sirohmi Gunesekera

 “Santa Claus is bringing me a bicycle. I wrote 
and asked him for one. I am so excited,” said six year 
old Vijith.  

Christmas is the grand feast of the 
wretched of the Earth. Of course, 
the rich can also celebrate it but 

only in solidarity with the poor. The true 
festive joy is in pouring out one’s whole 
self for the life and happiness of the oth-
ers. Every true celebration is a commu-
nal enterprise.
 True celebration requires a 
sense of healthy exaggeration, a sense of 
dazzling jubilation and a sense of shin-
ing exuberance, but never extravagances.  
Extravagances kill the spirit and the joy 
of celebration and make it superficial, 
dry and lifeless. 

Incarnation and Redemption
 Incarnation, that is, God becom-
ing a human in Christ Jesus, hints the 
proper orientation of human history. 
History is incarnation written large. In-
carnation quenches the thirst for rein-
carnation. Incarnation transcends and 
transforms the need for reincarnation. 
Human history is restlessly and relent-
lessly in search of its Incarnator, its Re-
deemer. In taking human flesh, God has 
definitely and decisively embraced and 
befriended history and that is the be-
ginning of its redemption. Repetition 
guarantees nothing and hence God can 
perfectly redeem us even without re-
incarnation. With God there is no past, 
present and future. There is only eternal 
now and therefore there is no need for 
reincarnation for our salvation. Reincar-
nation is absorbed in incarnation. Incar-
nation offers the possibility for a new 
life right now, right at this moment, right 
here. There is no need to postpone it for 
another life, for another time. Now is the 
temporal eternity. 
 Now is the moment of our re-
demption and emancipation. Now is the 
moment of truth. The truth of incarna-
tion permeates the entire universe with 
sacredness, holiness, divineness and 
therefore every second, every moment is 
holy and therefore is an auspicious mo-
ment. With and in incarnation time is 
sanctified and made sacred. Now is the 
auspicious time. Now is the beginning 
of a new life, a new creature, a new man 
and a new woman. Redemption has al-
ready been granted and all we need to do 
is to claim it and to be worthy of it. 
Incarnation is the protective skin of hu-
manity. Incarnation is the second birth 
of the universe; it is the second Big Bang 
of the universe. It is the motor power of 
history. The whole universe is an incar-
nated reality; it is a divinely-incarnated 
cosmos. Jesus’s birth affected not only 
human beings but also the entire uni-
verse. Jesus is the saviour of the whole 
cosmos, of each galaxy, of each solar 
system, of each star and planet, of each 
supernova and black hole, of each comet 
and asteroid and meteorite, of each hu-
man being, of each animal and plant, of 
each bacterium and chromosome and 

microcosm. The whole universe is ea-
gerly and enthusiastically longing for its 
Incarnator.
 Incarnation is divine flesh en-
tering our muscles, God feeding his body 
to us for our life. 
 
The Creator of the Universe and Hu-
man Destiny
 God is present in our pain, in 
our suffering, in our daily struggles more 
intimately than we are present to our 
selves. God also struggles with us, on our 
behalf, when we continue to struggle in 
life. The good news is that the Creator of 
this universe, the Maker of this universe 
is ever present in us, amid us, amongst 
us, deep within us, above us, under us, 
beside us, over us, below us, adjacent to 
us, next to us and by us.
 God can never abandon us, nor 
can he neglect us. God has no future in-
dependently of us, apart from us, with-
out us. God’s life is necessarily tied with 
our lives. God encourages us, gently 
coarse us to take more and more risks on 
behalf of love. Only a courageous person 
can love. Every meaningful risk in life is 
a leap of faith. Every such risk brings us 
closer to God a bit more.
 Love loves reaching out, stretch-
ing out. Love thrives on endless expan-
sion without  frontiers. The one who 
does not love is a black hole, contaminat-
ing everything around oneself and self-
destructing  oneself  while destroying 
everything and everybody else too. By 
nature love has to explode constantly; 
love must burst out, flare forth, explode 
and expand. What will not explode will 
implode, self-destruct itself. The one 
who loves is a supernova that gives birth 
to thousands of new suns, comets, plan-
ets, moons and asteroids.  
 Even star dust stems from God 
and hence contains sparks of divinity. 
The dust is a sacred reality. A star which 
was made of dust showed the wise men 
as to where the Christ had been born. 
Dust reflects the wisdom of God. God is 
present even in dust. The dust is the best 
proof that God does indeed exist. The 
true significance of anything is not in its 
size. The tiniest particle possesses a uni-
versal significance for the love of God is a 
cosmic event, a planetary phenomenon.

Divine Nativity and Human 
Captivity
 The divine nativity is the death of 
human captivity. The moment of his birth 
is the moment of a new birth for human-
ity and the memory of it is the memory 
of joy and peace, light and love. We have 
no future without keeping that memory 
alive. The glory of human existence is in its 
best memories. Nativity liberates us from 
captivity in all its myriad manifestations. 
Christ is  the  true  light  which yearns and 
burns in our hearts. Without his nativity, 
there is no real freedom in our lives.

 

 The only ultimate meaning in 
life is to love God. The failure to do so 
is the origin and summit of all our mis-
ery, emptiness, and suffering. Emptiness 
is the absence of love in our hearts, it is 
the absence of fire, the lack of embers in 
our innermost chambers. The divine fire 
propels us to serve and love, to break and 
die, to bless and pray. Without a burning 
and a bleeding heart, one cannot contain 
the divine spark in one’s heart. All finite 
human love points to an infinite divine 
love. All our conditional love yearns 
and longs desperately for unconditional 
love and real frustration in life is not to 
glimpse it.
 One’s interior darkness, gloomi-
ness can darken, further and add to the 
already existing exterior darkness. By 
the same token, one’s interior light can 
also lighten the exterior light further; 
more light is added to already existing 
light.
 Jesus is the true torch bearer; 
that is , Jesus is the torch as well as the 
bearer. He is the true light and the carri-
er of it as well. Without divine light, love 
is not possible.  
 
Christmas as a Decision to Love
 Christmas day is a decisive day, 
a day to make some tough decisions. Ev-
ery decision we make is either for God or 
against God. There is no neutral ground. 
Life is never neutral. There is no third 
possibility. Either we live in and with God 
or we do not. And if we sincerely feel that 
we do not, then we can always go back to 
the divine path. Every decisive day is a 
joyful day if we know how to discern in 
God. Decision-making is not a reason for 
fear and trembling. 
 Every crisis is a spiritual op-
portunity for us to deepen our character 
and broaden our horizon; the deeper the 
crisis, the greater the opportunity. Every 
day we need to make a decision to follow 
Jesus Christ and each subsequent day 
we need to renew, reinstate and reiter-
ate that decision for to follow Christ is an 
ongoing decision.
 If humanity is to progress, Christ 
is inevitable. No one can kick him out of 
history. Jesus restores in us our capacity 
to love for he is the true lover par excel-
lence. Jesus is the sinless one (Sebastian 
Moore) for he gives us back our capacity 
to love. Sin blocks our true nature which 
is to grow in love. 
 Jesus has called us out of bond-
age, out of captivity, out of idolatry. The 
one who loves mostly is the freest  inner-
mostly. The one who loves freely lives 
joyfully. Christ is closer to us than we are 
to ourselves. In Christ, there is true free-
dom and there is no any other source of 
freedom except in Christ. 
 Love indwells amongst us, takes 
flesh in the midst of us. Love makes 

its tent 
amongst us. 
Love makes 
a perma-
nent abode 
in our slums, 
s h a n t i e s , 
and shabby 
shelters in 
order never 
to leave us. 
One does 
not need to 
be a holy 
person to 
recognize it. A sinner’s recognition of 
this truth is the beginning of a new pros-
pect of a new life.
 It is true that people seldom 
change or some will never change sig-
nificantly. We need to look at such peo-
ple very sympathetically and not judge-
mentally. Even if they do not want to 
change, they deserve our love, patience 
and sympathy. It is true that people are 
lazy, selfish, complacent, greedy, evil, 
cruel, vengeful, hateful, arrogant, stupid, 
silly, idiotic, loathsome, banal, ruthless, 
lustful and weak. But still we have to love 
them precisely because people are such.
 The divinity of Jesus is not a 
separate reality but hidden, contained 
deep within his humanity. Humility is 
another name for humanity. Humility is 
not timidity or backwardness or feeble-
ness. It is born of innermost freedom, 
strength and magnanimity of one’s 
character. Humility is the virtue of the 
brave, the strongest and the courageous. 
A weakling can never radiate it or prac-
tise it. Pride is the existential condition 
of the weakling. That is precisely why 
humility is such a rare virtue amongst us 
humans.

Our True Homeland and  Fatherland
 To redeem is to reveal our true 
identity, our true homeland. Our true 
homeland is to live in God at each sec-
ond. Homeland is beyond one’s country 
of origin. The one who has found one’s 
homeland is well on the way to Father-
land (or Motherland). Home is God, our 
real home is God. All the other homes 
we try to dwell in are slums and shan-
ties, tents and huts. No other home can 
truly satisfy our homelessness. Search-
ing for God is longing for our real home. 
The deeper the search for God, the more 
intense the at-homeness.
 We feel at home when we live 
and move in God. Every day we must go 
in search of this home. The real shelter 
is divine shelter. The real shade is divine 
shade and the divine shade will never 
shake. So we can have a true foretaste 
of heavenly joy here and now. That is 
the true spirit and joy of Christmas. The 
birth of Christ is the beginning of our 
heavenward journey. Right now, let us 
take the first step towards it.

Nativity, Captivity and Christivity
Anton Meemana 

 “I look forward to all the goodies we can eat 
at Christmas time like Christmas cake and mince pies. 
I also look forward to the grand Christmas dinner with 
Roast Chicken and Plum Pudding,” said teenager Amrit. 
 “But why are we spending so much and having 
expensive things when Jesus was born amid the poorest 
of the poor and the destitute in a lowly manger?” asked 
his mother Laila. “You are right. I watched a British televi-
sion programme which revealed that the pagan festivity 
and revelry surrounding Christmas began with King Hen-
ry VIII who broke away from the Roman Catholic Church 
and established the Protestant Church of England,”said 
her husband Haresh. 
 “So maybe it is a tradition we inherited from the 
British colonizers. Perhaps it is time we  opted for a sim-
ple and holy Christmas, giving what we can to those in 
need.”said Laila. “Yes, we should not give way to those 

who commercialise Christmas and make it the Festival 
of the Rich. Even making Christmas Cake is not es-
sential for the ingredients are  costly,” said Haresh. 
 “I know. Non-Christians in Sri Lanka feel that 
you need money to celebrate Christmas because that 
is the impression given by the Christians with their 
merrymaking, eating and drinking.”said Laila. 
 “Maybe we should make Christmas holy by 
thinking good thoughts, praying and caring for those 
in need. We could visit the lonely and sing Christmas 
Carols to drive the blues away!”said Haresh. 
 “Yes, it is good to visit Orphanages and Homes 
for the Aged and bring some sunshine into the lives of 
the marginalized.”said Amrit. 
 “So let us cut down on our eating and drinking 
and make Christmas truly “Silent night, holy night, Son 
of God, love’s pure light. .. “ 

65
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Comments related to ‘Prem Niwasa’ issue

Last week the Child Pro-
tection Authority and the 
local Police arrested and 

remanded a Sister of the Mis-
sionaries of Charity allegedly 
for violating the provisions of 
the law governing adoptions. 
The Cardinal has expressed 
his dissatisfaction. We do not 
wish to comment on the case 
since it is sub judice. While an 
arrest will not necessarily lead 
to a criminal conviction, it may 
nonetheless have serious rami-
fications such as social stigma, 
and create disaffection among 
the local populace and dampen 
the Sisters enthusiasm in their 
work of mercy. We like to draw 
the attention of the authorities 
to the general principles gov-
erning the search of premises 
and arrest under the law in 
democratic countries. 
 Our criminal justice 
system which is prevalent today 
is based on the principles of 
British law. But under various 

laws passed from time to time 
after 1972 such as the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act and the 
Emergency Regulations the 
legal powers of the police have 
been enlarged. These changes 
were at the expense of indi-
vidual civil liberties, and the 
new powers of the state evoked 
strong criticism from minority 
ethnic communities. The most 
significant changes affected 
the rules of search, arrest, and 
seizure and the procedures by 
which criminal cases were in-
vestigated and tried. Through all 
this flux, the one element that 
remained relatively constant 
was the Penal Code, and the 
Criminal Procedure Code es-
tablished in the late nineteenth 
century by the British colonial 
government. 
 These laws while al-
lowing the police to search a 
premise without a warrant and 
also permitting them to arrest 
persons also included limits on 
their authority to curb persons 
in authority acting through 
malice or prejudice and causing 
unnecessary harassment of 
peace loving individuals or or-
ganizations. The duty to obtain 
permission from a magistrate 
was to check any such extrane-
ous factors affecting the search 
of premises and the arrest of 
persons. 
 The Christians like the 

Tamils have been looked upon 
with distaste if not open hostil-
ity by extremist Buddhists and 
individual monks belonging to 
the established religion. They 
have been told endlessly that 
we Christians benefited under 
the colonial regimes and that 
the established religion must 
be given protection. Since there 
was some truth in these allega-
tions the Christians have been 
tolerant of such criticisms. But 
enough is enough. 
 So much of what the 
majority Buddhist community 
feel defines the collective iden-
tity of the nation does not hold 
up to scrutiny. This may be ob-
vious to many of us, but overall 
most Sri Lankans haven’t begun 
to sort through any of this. The 
ideals that were indoctrinated 
into the pure minds of children 
- that our nation is a Buddhist 
country and that other com-
munities should live on their 
sufferance, that Buddhists 
have been tolerant and fair 
are based on isolated events 
like the Sinhalese kings giving 
protection to the Muslims 
harassed by the portuguese 
or the Catholics persecuted by 
the Dutch. While these events 
are prima facie acts of gener-
osity they also stemmed from 
less noble and often political 
motives. The opinion among 
the majority Buddhists that 

they are fair and have provided 
humane treatment of others 
of a different ethnic group 
or religion are cliches which 
cannot stand scrutiny. But they 
get accepted by many people 
when they are oft repeated. But 
the truth is not so rosy. Chris-
tian schools were taken over 
without compensation and 
churches have been and con-
tinue to be attacked repeatedly. 
A Bill called the Prohibition 
of Unethical Conversions was 
introduced in Parliament which 
under the guise of prohibiting 
unethical conversions curtailed 
the right of a person who is 
a non-Christian to convert to 
Christianity. 
 The arrest of a Sister 
of the Missionaries of Charity is 
therefore looked upon by many 
Christians as another attack 
on the social welfare work of 
the Christians. There is a basic 
desire for equity and fairness  
among the larger population 
but extremist fanatics can 
always rouse them to hatred. 
From that point it is easy to 
manipulate people to plunder, 
destroy and draw blood of the 
enemy. 
 A foundation of com-
mon ideals is proclaimed in 
the Constitution, but false 
propaganda could be and has 
been used to set people against 
people. Walls of subterfuge 

completely block out what 
their hearts  know to be right. 
 These extremists who 
clamour against Christians and 
their institutions make up an 
irredeemable number although 
a minority of the populace. But 
we’ve elevated them to power 
and made their hateful talk ac-
cepted as they infect others. So 
after a lifetime of these mixed 
messages, the majority doesn’t 
know what is wrong. For the 
uneducated what is there to do 
but succumb to unbridled hate 
of others? 
 There are choices, 
though. These extremists don’t 
want our humanity extended 
because it provides evidence 
of their own hollowness. We 
know what Jesus told his dis-
ciples when they complained 
that people of a certain town 
they visited showed antago-
nism to them. He advised them 
to leave it and even wipe the 
very dust of such a city from 
their feet. 
 Many of us know about 
their game and how they play 
it. It is our duty to speak this 
out to those in the larger com-
munity who still don’t under-
stand. We must tear down their 
false walls through prayer and 
sacrifice. 

Peace  on  Earth              
 to all men!

(An Annonymous Christian)

Much has, been 
said about the 
disastrous raid 

conducted  recently on the 
Home for Babies run, by 
the Missionaries of Char-
ity - also known as ‘PREM 
NIVASA’ at Rawatawatte, 

regard to over-all supervi-
sion, this is woefully lack-
ing For example ‘Maw Sev-
ena’ - a Home for Des take 
Boys at Mattakkuliya -  has 
not been visited by any of 
the regulatory bodies for 
37 years. 

Maurice Lord

Powers of Search and arrest must be used without prejudice or malice

Prem Niwasa

Moratuwa. These Missionaries have been conducting 
this Home for over 20 years, rendering a great humani-
tarian service to the babies brought in desperation to 
the Home as well as to the teenage unwed mothers who 
come there in sheer desperation to get some relief. 
 
 This Home was first at Wellawatte, but had to 
move from there  as a government officer who owned 
the premises had wanted the Sisters to leave. Water and 
other services had been cut, and the Sisters had no al-
ternative but to leave. Archbishop’s House through the 
then Archbishop appealed to ‘Maw Sevena’  - Home for 
Destitute Boys in Mattakkuliya, - for some room to ac-
commodate the babies. ‘Maw Sevena’ had no hesitation 
in giving the Missionaries a part of their premises. The 
babies remained here for a few years, and then moved 
to much better premises at Rawatewatte. I was one of a 
Team of Legionaries of Mary running Maw Sevena and 
visited the Home almost daily.  I must say that we had no 
complaints with the way the  Missionaries were look-
ing after the babies and unwed mothers who  came for 
relief. The people in the area were even highly apprecia-
tive of the sevice that was being rendered. 
 
 Once the Missionaries moved to more subs-
tial premises and got more organised rendering even a 
greater service, they set up  Prem Niwasa’ on a larger 
scale to respond to a greater humanitarian service to the 
babies and the unwed mothers seeking the assistance of 
‘Prem Niwasa’. The government set up two regulatory 
bodies - the Department of  Probation and Child Pro-
tection, - which was to overlook the running of Homes 
and similiar bodies. The Probation Department just 
overlooks the homes broadly and is very weak, whilst 
the Protection Society does  some work but is not able 
to render the closer supervision of these homes. With 

 
 This then is the state of the work of the regular-
tory bodies with hardly any worthwhile supervision. If 
the expanding ‘Prem Nivasa’ had only been visited by 
the Child  Protection Society on a kind of periodical vis-
it, then, if the Home was not working according to gov-
ernment plans, these could have been easily regulated 
and even a greater order brought into the working of so 
vital a Human Relief Organisation - so that they could 
cotinue to render a greater service.  All this was lost by 
the lack of proper care and attention to those trying to 
ease the suffering of our poor people, by rendering a hu-
manitarian service,
 
 All this proves the lack of proper care and con-
cern in supervising the running of these Homes by the 
regulatory bodies. The set-up they have , or their organ-
isations seems to be totally incapable of arranging a sys-
tematic visiting of the institutions they have under their 
control. The systems in place are just unworkable. The 
need of the hour is for the formation of a fully-fledged 
social service organisation to undertake this delicate 
work. Instead of the rough house Police methods what 
we need is a human touch to solve human problems. A 
strong Social Service Department should be put in place 
without delay; as the necessary solution. 
 
 Instead of wasting our limited resources on un-
necessary sports stadium, express ways, even compet-
ing in Commonwealth Games, it is time we invested in 
finding ways and means of eliminating the poverty of 
our people or even reducing it, as 50% of our people 
are said to be below the poverty line. A Social Service 
Department to look into the poverty and the continu-
ous  suffering of our people is what is urgently needed 
today.

 The way a Christian works, lives, prays, 
suffers, faces death - these things make a tre-
mendous impression on society. 

          “Example”  talks  where 
nothing else can. The manner 
in which we accept and bear 
the hard things of life can be 
a real doorway to others who 
may never find another way 
into our  lives. 
 Suffering eliminates the bar-

rier that stands between men; it gives us a 
common ground; it proves we are all alike. 
When others see how well we can -”take it,”  we 
awaken confidence in them. Then they see that 
they can - “take it” too. More importantly, they 
believe you will understand them and that you 
will listen to them with compassion, because 
you have suffered like them. You know what 
they are feeling. You can empathize with them. 
A good Counsellor often shares her own experi-
ences with his client, simply to build confidence 
in the client. A bridge is built, a 
bond is established. 
 It is the duty of every 
Christian to live his/her life, 
imitating Jesus. It is not neces-
sary to go around the country 
preaching and doing miracu-
lous healing. All that we have 
to do is to accept our sufferings, 
our joys humbly and let others see the strength 
we derive from our faith. Jesus never lost cour-
age in adversity - rather, He humbly accepted 
God’s Will for Him and lived a simple exemplary 
life, reaching out to others. This is why people 
flocked around Jesus. This is why after over 2000 
years people around the world are still seeking 
Him, loving Him and following Him. 

Nilanthi Arasaratnam 

Christian Example
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Merry
Christmas

 Saving for a rainy day is a wise decision. 
Everybody wishes to save something for future. Com-
mercial investments bring interest and rewards for 
a better living. That is the main reason why people 
invest their hard earned money in the banks and 
other financial institutions as lucrative business. In 
this money-spinning trade people sometimes become 
rich over night. There are occasions when people lose 
their entire wealth and end up on the road for making 
foolish shortsighted decisions. In the recent past we 
learnt how people invested their hard-earned money 
trusting certain scamps and how they lost their wealth 
in a jiffy. 
 So far we may not have thought of the ‘Best 
Bank’ in which our savings are eternal and we are 
eternally rewarded. The basic policy of this bank is 
‘What is given by the right hand should not be known 
by the left hand.’ The slogan of the ‘Best Bank’ is ‘As 
You Sow You Shall Reap.’ The vision of the ‘Best Bank’ is 
‘To make all the clients heavenly rich and to be gifted 
with eternal rewards through poverty alleviation on 
earth.’  
 
Deposits and Rewards
 Unlike in the private or state banks what is 
deposited cannot be withdrawn or claimed. If it is 
claimed, it is a shame on humanity. Whatever is saved 
it becomes a fixed deposit. Rewards will be enormous 
if the customer secures the privacy of depositing his 
wealth in this bank. If the customer boasts of his sav-
ings and deposits, there won’t be any rewarding but 
lamenting only. Similarly if we do not deposit anything 
in the ‘Best bank’ we are sure of repentance. ‘Repen-
tance comes late.’
 Unlike in the worldly banks the customers are 
not provided with a pass book and monthly interest 
but all the facilities that are enjoyed by the custom-
ers are hundred percent ensured. All the savings 
and deposits are recorded permanently in the book 
of heaven. This savings itself is a life insurance that 
brings mental and spiritual happiness that keeps us 
moving forward.
 The owner of the ‘Best Bank’ is God. Jesus was 
the one who initiated this bank on earth promising 
eternal rewards in heaven. No board of Directors but 
there are shares in numbers. Anybody can own any 
amount of shares. To be a customer of the ‘Bank Bank’ 
one should adhere to the policies of the bank.
 ‘The Best Bank’ is registered not in the central 
bank in Colombo but in the central bank in heaven. 
This bank will never go bankrupt but the bank needs 
more and more customers in millions. This could be 
the only bank the least number of customers transact 
their business. So this bank should be advertised and 
made known. Where is this ‘Best Bank’?
 The ‘Best Bank’ is everywhere on earth. This 
is the only bank where there is unaccountable number 
of branches. There are various types of banks but the 
main problem is the customers are unaware of the 

‘Best Bank’ due to various reasons. Some ‘Best Banks’ 
invite us to deposit but some don’t. Those who come 
to us may have investments but those who don’t come 
to us due to social reasons may suffer endlessly. We 
should find both categories and invest as much as we 
can. What is this ‘Best bank?’
 The Best Bank is ‘the poor and the needy’ 
we meet daily around us. The poor of course is easily 
identified but not the needy. It is more rewarding if 
we help the needy who are not begging or asking due 
to social status. Beggars come to us but the needy and 
the paupers may not.
 
Founder
 Jesus, the founder of the ‘Best bank’ requests 
us to ‘Sell all your belongings and give the money to 
the poor. Provide for yourselves purses that don’t 
wear out, and save your riches in heaven, where they 
will never decrease, because no thief can get them, no 
moth can destroy them. For your heart will always be 
where your riches are.’ (Luke 12: 33 – 34) 
 Who are the poor and the needy? Who could 
be poorer; the poor or the needy? People apparently 
identify who the poor are but hardly recognize the 
needy. The needy suffer more than the poor some-
times. So it is our duty to identify the needy.
 The poor and the needy are ‘our teachers’. 
They teach us what life and suffering is. They teach 
us to practice what God has taught us. They teach and 
remind us the beauty of sharing and caring and how 
they bring satisfaction in life. Similarly they remind 
us the uncertainty of life like dew on the tip of grass. 
In this temporal life on earth, we the temporal visi-
tors have a simple yet important obligation towards 
the poor and the needy. If we fulfill our duty as much 
we can we become the share holders and the leading 
investors in the ‘Best Bank.’
 Beggars need our help but beggars are some-
times helped excessively and they go to the extent of 
depositing their money in the banks. The poor and 
especially the needy (paupers) who may not beg, suf-
fer without being seen. If we are able to identify such 
deserving people and help them secretly, our meritori-
ous act will be recorded in the book of the ‘Best Bank.’ 
According to the late Bishop Frank Marcus Fernando, 
‘The poor are the noblest next to God. We cannot enter 
heaven without the poor.’ 
 Those who do not bother about the ‘Best 
Bank’ and deposit only in the worldly banks are 
reminded by God Himself, “You fool! This very night 
you will have to give up your life; then who will get all 
these things you have kept for yourself? This is how it 
is with those who pile up riches for themselves but are 
not rich in God’s sight.” (Luke 12: 20 – 21)
 
Last Judgment
 Millionaires on earth can be beggars at the 
last judgment when God says angrily, “Away from me, 
you that are under God’s curse! Away to the eternal 

fire which has been prepared for the Devil and his an-
gels! I was hungry but you would not feed me, thirsty 
but you would give me to drink; I was a stranger but 
you would not clothe me; I was sick and in prison but 
you would not take care of me.’
 Then they will answer him, ‘When, Lord, did 
we ever see you hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or 
naked, or sick, or in prison, and we would not help 
you? The King will answer them back, ‘I tell you, in-
deed, whenever you refused to help one of these least 
important ones, you refused to help me.’ These, then, 
will be sent off to eternal punishment; the righteous 
will go to eternal life.” (Mt 25: 41-26)
 Jesus taught who righteous ones are. The 
righteous are warmly welcomed at the final judgment. 
“You that are blessed by my Father: Come! Come and 
receive the kingdom which has been prepared for you 
ever since the creation of the world. I was hungry and 
you fed me, thirsty and gave me drink; I was a stranger 
and you received me in your homes, naked you clothed 
me; I was sick and you took care of me, in prison and 
you visited me” (Mt. 25: 34- 37) !
 “I tell you, indeed, whenever you did this for 
one of the least important of these brothers of mine, 
you did it for me.” (Mt. 25:40) Jesus encouraged those 
who listened to the Parable of the Good Samaritan 
“You go, then, and do the same.” Jesus again reminded 
us at the last supper using the same in other words, 
“Do this in memory of me.” What should we do in 
memory of Jesus? We should deposit as much as we 
can in the ‘Best Bank.’ This will undoubtedly make this 
Christmas ‘Merry Christmas’ and ‘Christmas Forever.’

Ajith Perera

1st Reading:
2 Sam. 7:1-5,8-12,14,16
 David had 
qualms of conscience as 
he was living in a house of 
cedar wood while the Ark 
of the Covenant which 
represented God’s pres-
ence with his people, was 
housed in a tent.  When 
he decided to build a 
temple for the Ark, the 
prophet Nathan, bringing 
the word of Lord said that 
the Lord had no need of 
it.  
 The Lord re-
membered David how 
he had taken him from 
looking after the sheep to 
make him king over Isra-
el, even bypassing all his 
elder brothers.  Instead 
of the temple,  David had 
planned to build for the 
Lord, the Lord would 
build for him a kingdom 
that would last forever.  
This is  the kingdom of the 

Messiah.  The important 
message of this prophecy 
is that man can hardly do 
anything that is of advan-
tage to the Lord.

2nd Reading: 
Romans 16: 25-27
 St. Paul, ending 
his letter to the Romans 
says that the mystery of 
God’s plan to save all had 
been hidden for ages until 
it was partially revealed 
through the prophets.  It 
has now begun to be re-
vealed fully through the 
ministry and the life of Je-
sus and through the mis-
sion of the Church to the 
gentiles.
Gospel : Luke 1: 26-38
 Angel Gabriel 
announces to Mary, the 
Blessed Virgin, that the 
Messianic hope in the Old 
Testament is about to be 
fulfilled. She, bowing to 
God’s will, expresses her 

unshakable faith, with the 
words, “Be it done unto 
me as you have said.” 
“These words provide us 
with a model of unfailing 
trust in God.
 Reflection
 By our own 
strength and talents we 
can hardly do anything 
for God because all that 
we have is from him. God 
has a plan regarding sal-
vation of mankind, which 
at times, appears myste-
rious to us.  He has given 
man a chance to co-oper-
ate with it.
 As St. Paul says, 
the mystery of salvation 
which now is being re-
vealed through the proc-
lamation of the Gospel 
along with life-witness, 
becomes the sign of God’s 
unfailing love, for man.
 Our Christian ob-
ligation means like Mary 

to bow down to the re-
demptive plan of God for 
all men, and at the same 
time, bear witness to the 
message of the Gospel we 
take to others. 

Archdiocesan Commission 
for the Biblical Apostolate

The Fourth Sunday of Advent

Gospel

      

   

    
 
       
       

LiTurgicAL  -  cALenDAr  YeAr  B 
 18th Dec. - 25th Dec.  2011

What  it  says  .....   in   
       the  Readings

Lord, may the power of the Spirit, 
which sanctified Mary the Mother 
of Your Son, make holy the gifts we 
place upon this altar.

Sun:  FourTh SunDAY oF ADvenT

 2 Sam 7: 1-5,8-12,14,16; Rom. 16: 25-27,   

 Lk. 1: 26-38

Mon:   Jdg 13:2-7,24-25; Lk. 1: 5-25

Tue:  Is. 7:10-14, Lk. 1: 26-38

Wed: Memorial of St.Peter Canisius, Priest 

 Song 2:8-14 or Zeph.3:14-18, Lk. 1:39-45

Thu:   1 Sam 1:24-28; Lk. 1:46-56

Fri: Mal 3:1-4,23-24, Lk. 1: 57-66

Sat:   2 Sam. 7:1-5,8-12,14,16, Lk. 1: 67-79

 Is. 62:1-5;Acts 13:16-17, 22-25, Mt 1:1-25 

 (or 18-25)

Sun:  chriSTMAS DAY

 Is. 52:7-10, Heb. 1: 1-6, Jn 1:1-8 

 (or 1-5,9-14)

Prayer of the Faithful 

 Food for thought for Christmas Deposit in the ‘Best Bank.’

Response: Lord, graciously hear us.

 That the Pope and the bishops may guide 
the people of God not only by word but by example. 
Lord hear us. 
Response: Lord, graciously hear us.

 For those in charge of civil affairs: That they 
may be found faithful to their commitments and ob-
ligations. Lord hear us.
Response: Lord, graciously hear us.

 For those who are struggling to know and 
do the will of God: That they may find light and 
strength. Lord hear us.
Response: Lord, graciously hear us.

 That each of us may strive to follow the ex-
ample of Mary in her faith, humility, and obedience 
to God. Lord hear us.
Response: Lord, graciously hear us.

Comments related to ‘Prem Niwasa’ issue



   The  Messenger         18  December  201116

Merry
Christmas

   The  Messenger         18  December  201116

Messianic Expectations

eligious historians researching 
the Jewish and Greek writings 
to get to the root of Messianic 
Expectations have found that 
the ideal world about which 
Greek philosophers spoke 
paved the way for expecting an 
ideal ruler in the future. Greek 
speaking Jews were influenced 
by the Greek expectations and 
the prophecies of the Jewish 
prophets heightened their own 
hopes for the Coming of a Mes-
siah. 
 The word “messiah” is 
Hebrew in origin and it means 
anointed. Its Greek equivalent 
is “christos”, which also means 
anointed. To ancient Jews a 
person known as messiah/
christos/anointed meant that 
the anointed individual person 
was approved by Yahweh for an 
office or function such as king, 
prophet or priest (1 Sam:10,1; 
16:12-13; 1Kgs 1:39; Exod 
29:4-7; Lev 8-9; Is 6:1ff; Jer 
1:5-10; Ezek 1-3; Is 61:1-3). 
However, Jesus being a true 
and sublime king, prophet 
and priest, is portrayed in the 
scriptures as the Son of God on 
a mission to the world.
 The chasm created by 
human sin was bridged by the 
arrival of the Divine the Mes-
siah. The hope of advent of the 
Messiah was echoed through 
the various prophecies of the 
Old Testament. These prophe-
cies were seen as fulfilled in 
Jesus who was born in Bethle-
hem.

Messianic Prophecies
a.      “Proto-evangelion / first-
gospel” (Gen 3:15): This was 
the first evidence in the Sacred 
Scripture that God would not 
abandon humankind in spite 
of its rejection of God through 
sin. The seed of the woman will 
crush the head of the serpent.

b.      Messianic seeds in Yah-
weh’s blessing to Abraham (Gen 
12: 1-3): Just as Abraham was 
given to humanity as an agent 
of blessing, the Messiah would 
be sent to humanity as a media-
tor of the blessing of salvation.

c.       Immanuel Prophecy (Is. 7: 
14): The sign in this prophecy 
deals with salvation which the 
house of David will experience. 
The Christians consider this as 
an act of divine inspiration that 
is to be fulfilled in the birth of 
Jesus (Mt 1: 23).

d.      Prince of Peace (Is 9: 1-7): 
This prophecy is the announce-
ment of the birth of a royal 
child in Jerusalem and it was 
a sign that there would soon 
come a time of liberation for 
the people living in the occu-
pied provinces of the Mediter-
ranean sea coast. Christians see 
this as a prophecy about the 
birth of Jesus who will liberate 
all those who live in darkness 
(Lk 2: 14).

e.       Messianic king (Is. 11: 
1-9): This prophecy empha-
sized that the coming messiah 
would be anointed with the 
various gifts of the Spirit of God 
and he would bring back the 
peace of paradise. The mission 
that Jesus came to accomplish 
was nothing other than this re-
establishment of the paradise-
situation where living beings 
can live together in perfect 
harmony and peace (Mk 1: 13).

f.       Messianic anointing for 
bringing good news to the poor 
and afflicted (Is. 66: 1-3; Lk. 4: 

16-21): The Spirit is upon Jesus 
by reason of his baptismal 
anointing (Acts 10: 38). Jesus’ 
anointing signals appointment 
and empowering to be the 
Isanic figure, who heralds and 
brings salvation. The salvation 
in view is represented with 
jubilee imagery, and it encom-
passes spiritual restoration, 
moral transformation, rescue 
from demonic oppression and 
release from illness and dis-
ability.

g.      Showering Messianic bless-
ings on all (Is.35: Lk. 7:18-23): 
The mission of the Messiah was 
always seen as strengthening 
all weary hands, steadying all 
trembling knees, encouraging 
the faint-hearted, giving hope 
to the depressed and to the 
hopeless, opening the eyes of 
the blind, unsealing the ears of 
the deaf, making the lame walk, 
loosening the tongue of the 
dumb etc… The blessings of the 
Messiah would affect not only 
the human beings but also the 
land and the animals.

h.      Bringing justice to the ends 
of the earth (Is. 42: 1-4; 49,1-6; 

50,4-9; 52,13; 53,12): The 
four servant songs in Second 
Isaiah are easily understood 
as messianic prophecies. Jesus 
saw these songs as prophecies 
about his mission and carried 
out all that was prophecied in 
them. Taking upon himself the 
baggage of human sins, Jesus 
died for humanity and justified 
the sinful humanity, making 
it worthy to receive salvation 
from God the Father.

Presence of Jesus Christ in 
the Eucharist
 The Eucharist is the 
centre of the New Testament 
because it sums up the whole 
mystery of Jesus’ mission, 
recalls Jesus’ redemptive death, 
makes present the Risen Christ 
in his kingdom, and draws the 
believers to salvation. More-
over, the very beginning of 
the Eucharist is seen in Jesus’ 
practice of table fellowship. 
Jesus joined his disciples and 
followers in meals anticipating 
the coming of God’s kingdom. 
A willingness to provide for the 
meal, to join in the fellowship, 

to forgive and to be 
forgiven was seen by 
Jesus as a sufficient 
condition for entry 
in his company and 
for entry into his 
kingdom.
 Early Sri 
Lankan Catholics 
used a significant 
word for Eucharist, 
namely ‘satprasŒta-
ya’ (in Sinhala) and 
‘satprasŒdam’ (in 
Tamil). Sanskrit 
word ‘satprasŒdam’ 
comprises of three 
Sanskrit words: sat + 
priya + sŒdam. 
 Hindu Reli-
gion speaks of God as 
satcitanandam, and 

infact, this word is a combina-
tion of three Sanskrit words: 
sat + cit + anandam.  Sanskrit 
word ‘sat’ connotes the sub-
lime state of God who exists by 
his own power. ‘Cit’ connotes 
the supreme intelligence of 
God. ‘Anandam’ connotes the 
majesty and beauty of God. 
Sanskrit word ‘priya’ connotes 
a situation or a reality that is 
very pleasing to everyone. It 
is the situation of a saturated 
movement towards God (satu-
rated movement means that 
someone is attracted towards 
someone because in the latter 
there is an indwelling attrac-
tion). Sanskrit word ‘sŒdam’ 
means food that human beings 
partake of individually or col-
lectively. 
 Thus, satprasŒdam 
signifies “the food (sŒdam) 
that is pleasing to human be-
ings (priya) and in that food 
Jesus Christ (God) is present by 
his own power (sat).”   

"Do this in remembrance of 
me"
 “Do this in remem-
brance of me” follows closely 
the pattern of the command 
to repeat the Passover cel-
ebration: “You shall observe 
this rite as a perpetual ordi-

nance… you shall keep these 
observances” Exod 12: 24-25. 
Israel’s annual celebration of 
the Passover meal is more than 
a mere recalling of the saving 
Exodus event set in motion 
by the first Passover supper. 
The Jewish people believe that 
they do share in this saving 
event: Every member of the 
chosen people, no matter how 
far removed in time from the 
first Passover, must consider 
himself or herself as personally 
having gone out of Egypt. They 
believe that the Shekinah, the 
mysterious presence of Yah-
weh, envelops them during the 
celebration.
 Jesus’ last supper 
was also the beginning of the 
eschatological saving event to 
be accomplished the next day 
on the cross. By his prophetic 
words and gestures Jesus not 
only explicated what was going 
to happen but effectively an-
ticipated it. Unlike the injunc-
tion in Exodus, the command 
of Jesus does not simply ask to 
repeat the celebration. Jesus 
says “…do this in remembrance 
of me…”. In the Eucharist the 
person of Jesus is remembered 
with love and joy (priya), not 
just the saving work of Jesus. 
The appearance of the Risen 
Lord implies that Jesus is the 
host of the meal (sŒdam). 
Thus, not only the redemptive 
work of Jesus operates in the 
celebration but Jesus himself 
is personally present. As the 
Shekinah enveloped the cel-
ebrants of the Passover meal, 
the presence of the Risen Lord 
(sat) dominates the Eucharistic 
celebration.

Remembrance of the Birth of 
the Risen Lord
 Jesus’ coming into the 
world was pre-determined 
from the beginning of human 
history and it actually hap-

pened in the land of Israel in 
God’s chosen time and place. 
The crucifixon of Jesus of Naza-
reth too was a historical event 
and even today the scriptures 
witness to the fact that the 
crucified Jesus rose from death 
and the Risen Lord is present 
in the Word and Sacraments in 
the Church. A sincere celebra-
tion of the Word and Sacrament 
has to transform the personal 
and social life of the celebrants.

Christmas truly and fittingly re-
members the birth of the Risen 
Lord who will come one day to 
restore the kingdom to God the 
Father. Christmas is possibly 
the most popular and univer-
sal feast that is celebrated on 
earth. In recent years, however, 
it has become so commercial-
ized that its original spirit and 
meaning have been lost, and in 
many parts of the globe it has 
become just a secular celebra-
tion, bereft of spiritual value 
and meaning. Since Christmas 
celebration has become more 
of a secular celebration than a 
religious festival, the Knights 
of Columbus of USA remind 
people who celebrate Christ-
mas by distributing a sticker: 
“Christ is the reason for the 
season of Christmas”. 
 As we share the joy of 
Christmas externally through 
various means, let us adopt in 
our lives the message of this 
world festival: Sharing, recon-
ciliation, peace, harmony and 
joy.

(By Rev. Fr. Edward Christy 
Fernando, National Seminary, 
Ampitiya)

 

Christmas: Historical Beginning of  
“satprasŒdam” Event

The Miracle of 
Christmas

In our Christmas celebrations

of merriment and mirth,

let’s not forget the miracle

of the Holy Christ Child’s birth

For in our gay festivities

it is easy to lose sight

of the baby in the manger

and that holy ‘silent night’,

and we miss the mighty meaning

and we lose the greater glory

of the Holy little Christ Child

and the blessed Christmas story,

if we do not keep Christ in Christmas

and make His love a part

of all the joy and happiness

that fill our home and heart.

                Ralph Alles
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 The Pope went 
hi-tech with tradition by 
switching on the 800 me-
tre-tall tree using a tablet 
computer in the Vatican. 
 The huge tree is 
made of 800 lights and 
laid out on the side of 
Mount Ingino, near the 
town of Gubbio in Central 
Italy. 
 The Pontiff 
joined the town by vid-
eolink allowing everyone 
to see the moment when 
he pressed the tablet to 

remotely light the tree. 
 “This great 
Christmas Tree is formed 
by many lights,” Pope 
Benedict said as he ad-
dressed the Gubbio res-
dients. 
 “The wish I 
would like to give is that 
each one of us could bring 
a little light to the envi-
ronment where we live; 
in our families, at work, 
in our districts, our coun-
tries and in the towns” he 
added. 

World’s largest Electronic 
Christmas Tree

The Young Messenger 
wishes each of you, our 
youthful readers, the full 

Here’s a story about the first 
visitors!    
 It was a bright and sunny 
afternoon. The air was filled with 
an unusual aroma of sweetness. The 
barnyard animals were out basking 
in that sweetness, with the gentle 
rays of the Sun beaming on their 
backs. They were relaxing happy in 
their well-earned freedom for the 
day. The animals however were bliss-
fully unaware that it was soon go-
ing to be Christmas Eve, an event in 
which they had a great part to play, to 
be remembered down the ages.
 The Cows freely moo… 
moo….ed and roamed listlessly as 
they grazed on the patches of green 
pasture down by the hills below, 
wondering why it was so extraordi-
narily bright this day.
 The cry of Baa….baa…., from 
the sheep echoed down the hill sides 
as they wondered why the air was 
still so fresh and smelt of something 
new and wonderful.
 The Rooster sang Cock-a-
doodle-doo to the hens and the chick-
ens and said, “Be on the alert! A new 
day is dawning to you and to me to-
day.”
 The horses kept busy 
munching the hay stacked in the 
stalls and said “Neigh…neigh….! It 
seems we will all have a pleasant sur-
prise today.”
 Sassy the little mare, kept 
romping round its mother and said, 
‘Are we going to have visitors today 
mom? Oh! How I wish I will have 
some friends soon to romp around.”
 “Be quiet ,” said Nancy its 
mother, We do not have enough hay 
in here for visitors to share with, un-
less you want to share your part of 
the hay.”
 “Oh! I will,” replied the little 
mare, “If only the master will let me 
share mine with the visitors.”
 Just then all the animals in 
the barn yard were driven to a slam-
ming halt. The owner of the barnyard 
happened to be an Inn-Keeper who 
suddenly came around hurrying and 
poking his stick nudging and driving 
all the animals and rounding them 
up. 
 “Now all of you, hurry and 
get inside, I have to send you all early 
to bed tonight for its going to be a 
busy evening for me today,”  Daisy 
the inquisitive calf however could 
not easily be fenced in for he wanted 
to finish off his juicy green patch and 
hesitated and fussed, “What’s go-
ing on, I don’t want to go in so early 
on such a nice day,” he dodged and 
jumped over the Inn-Keeper’s stick.
 “Now Daisy, stop trying be 
stubborn and wander off,” said Joshua 
the Inn-Keeper’s son who had by now 
come to help his father drive the ani-
mals in and Daisy had little chance to 
evade him. But Daisy was determined 
to find out.
       “Why are we being shuffled into 
bed so early on such a beautiful day?,” 
asked Billy the goat who too wanted 

to find out.   
 Zella the 
farm dog, barked 
and barked and 
said, “Phew! I 
smell delicious 
roasted meat 
from the Inn’s 
kitchen, may be 
I’ll have a feast of 
spicy left overs,” 
he thought.
 So all the 
barn animals 
went quiet and 
waited till the 

Inn-Keeper left. The Inn-keeper was 
in a hurry to get back to the Inn, for 
he did not have extra hands to help 
him with the guests, who were pour-
ing in to the Inn that night. So he left 
his son Joshua to take care of closing 
the barn gate once the animals had 
settled down.
 Now, Joshua the Inn-Keep-
er’s son however was thinking of all 
those friends outside who were quite 
jolly and playing. He wanted to get 
back soon to join them. It was not 
always that he could find so many  
children of his age who loved to play 
hopscotch, driedle and other Jewish 
children’s games, so Joshua hurried 
back as the animals seemed to have 
settled down.
 Daisy however would not 
easily settle down. She was keen to 
find out what was going on tonight. So 
she quietly sneaked out and went to-
wards the barn gate. Daisy was lucky! 
Joshua in all the hurry, had forgotten 
to close the barn gate tight. Daisy was 
delighted. “Now I can scoot off with-
out much trouble,” she thought to 
herself. Then she quietly went tread-
ing down the path heading towards 
the Inn.
 The evening sky shimmered 
with a dazzling aura of brightness. 
Daisy was soon joined by Trixie the 
cat. “How did you get here?” queried 
Daisy anxiously.
 “The same way as you did.” 
replied Trixie, quite happy about its  
get away.
 “Would you like to join me, 
I am going towards the Inn, I want to 
find out what’s going on over at the 
Inn?”
 “I’ll be more than happy to 
accompany you,” said Trixie, and the  
two animals were soon on their way 
treading down the path.
 “Look there is an unusu-
ally bright star up in the sky, its shin-
ning really beautiful,” said Daisy who 
paused for a while to look up at the 
sky.
 “I have never seen such a big 
star before,” broke in Penny the lamb 
who together with Sassy the mare 
had steadily come from behind and 
caught up with the two friends who 
were now gazing up at the sky. Daisy 
was even more delighted to see more 
of his fiends  had joined him making 
their way out of the barn.
 “We were all lucky Joshua 
forgot to lock the barn gate,” said 
Penny as he joined the conversation. 
 “May be the night had some-
thing special to do with it to make us 
all wander out,” said Sassy.
 Just then they all heard the 
cry of a baby from the abandoned 
half thatched stable nearby.
 “Somebody is crying out 
there,” said Trixie, who was quick to 
hear the baby’s cry.
M….m….m…., “And somebody is sing-
ing a lullaby,” said Penny.
 “Who could it be? I see a 

light in 
the  rick-
ety old 
s t a b l e ,” 
said Dai-
sy.
 
“May be 
s o m e 
g u e s t s 
f o u n d 
t h e i r 
way over 
to the 
stable to 
pass the 
n i g h t ,” 
said Penny, straining its head to look 
in the direction of the stable.
 “The baby is crying again, 
may be it is cold and needs some 
warmth. Let’s see if we could help,” 
said Daisy moving up ahead of the 
others.
 All the animals now hurried 
up along the shaggy and rugged path 
towards the half-broken down stable. 
They were joined slowly by some 
more animals who had likewise made 
their way by the half open barn gate. 
They quickly huddled in bending and 
crouching through stacks of hay into 
the stable. All the animals then stood 
astonished as they found the most 
beautiful baby they had ever seen.. A 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes in 
the arms of a mom who sat lulling the 
baby to sleep and singing a peaceful 
lullaby. The bright big star suddenly 
appeared and stood right above the 
stable. The animals gazed at it with 
wander shifting their eyes from the 
star and in the direction of the baby, 
for momentarily it looked as if it was  
given to them to understand what 
this night was all about.
 “What a beautiful baby,” 
whispered all the animals
 “Its cold out here,” I’ll get 
some fresh cut fur to keep the baby 
warm said Penny the lamb as he ran 
back to the barn to fetch some warm 
fur for the baby.
 I’ll get a pillow for the baby 
to rest its head,” said Trixie the cat 
and ran over to the Inn to get a pil-
low.
 “May be the baby will need 
some milk,” whispered Daisy to Molly 
the cow.
 “Oh!  I can give him some 
of my milk,” said Molly as she filled a 
pail full of her milk.
 I shall get some fresh hay 
to make the baby more comfortable 
said Sassy as she ran back to the farm 
to fetch a fresh bundle of hay.
 All the animals stood ready, 
carrying their gifts and waited pa-
tiently till the baby woke up, over-
joyed that they were able to offer him 
their gifts.
 In a little while the baby 
woke up; his face glowing magnificent 
in the light of the star above. His eyes 
twinkled bright, happy and amazed at 
the crowed of visiting animals. A light 
smile escaped his lips  as he looked 
around to welcome them. Daisy was 
quick get near to him, to take a closer 
look at the wonder child. All the other 
animals followed suit, offering and 
placing their gifts by the manger.
 So it was that the animals 
were the first to offer their warm gifts 
to baby Jesus as he lay in the Manger 
on a cold winter’s night. 

By Chandrani Warnasuriya 
    

A Stable StoryChristmas Blessings
richness of the Spirit, 
Joy and Blessings of the 
Christmas Season!
May Love, Peace and Joy 
that came down on earth 
on Christmas day to make 
you happy and cheerful, 
stay with you as you enter 
the New Year. 

May Christmas spread 
cheer  in your lives!

Happy Christmas!

CHRISTMAS
Christmas is the 
celebration of the 
Birth of Jesus Christ. 
It is not only 
celebrated by 
Christians, other 
people also 
celebrate 
Christmas. 
Various 
people
celebrate
Christmas in vari
ous ways. They deco
rate their houses with col
ourful lights, Christmas trees, make Christmas cakes 
etc. They wear fashionable clothes - but if there is no 
Jesus it is not Christmas.
 With beautiful decorations if there is no 
crib it is not proper. Jesus worked hard for the poor 
people. Jesus worked for the sick and the suffering. 
Jesus made the bad people good. The crib reminds 
us of Jesus. 
 Christmas Greeting Cards are very beau-
tiful. But if the Cards are without Jesus it is not a 
Christmas Card. Prepare your heart beautifully for 
Jesus to stay this Christmas. Jesus will come to our 
hearts. We will celebrate Christmas the correct way. 
 Put Jesus into Christmas!
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