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“If you hear God’s 
calling, never lay 

conditions,” said the 
Archbishop of Colombo, 
His Eminence Malcolm 
Cardinal Ranjith to a 
crowd of about 1500 
young people who had 
gathered at St. Aloysius’ 
Minor Seminary, Borella 
to celebrate Altar Servers’ 
Day of the Archdiocese of 
Colombo.
 His Eminence 
compared the Altar 
Servers’ to Mother Mary 

and John, the beloved 
disciple who stood at 
the foot of the Cross 
when Our Lord was 
dying.  Similarly the 
Altar Servers’ would find 

themselves very close to 
the sacrifice of Christ at 
Holy Mass.
 Illustrating 
the lives of St. Aloysius 
Gonzaga, St. Dominic 
Savio and St. Therese 
the Little Flower, all of 
whom  had died at a 
young age, His Eminence 
emphasised the need to 
take as examples the lives 
of these Saints and lead a 
holy life.  At the same he 
told the young gathering 
present to respond 

positively to the calling 
of God to the priesthood 
without laying conditions.
 A workshop 
was organised by the 
Seminarians with group 
discussions to enhance 
their knowledge on 
sacred vessels.
 Very Rev. Fr. 
J.D. Anthony, Episcopal 
Vicar and Director 
Vocations Promotion also 
addressed the gathering.

Hasitha Menaka
St. Aloysius’ Seminary

The Archbishop of Colombo, His Eminence 
Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith has warned Catholics 

to beware of mushrooming Christian sects that were 
not churches but only prayer centres.  
 Addressing the faithful at the blessing 
and consecration of the new Church building of St. 
Anthony’s Dickowita, Hendala, His Eminence said the 
Catholic Church was the only real Church because 
of the presence of the Holy Eucharist and Apostolic 
Succession and therefore Catholics should be loyal 
to their Church and not be attracted to these prayer 
centres.
 St. Anthony’s Church, Dickowita, started 
as a little chapel in 1958 with a small congregation. 
Earnest intercessions made to the Saint has today 
blessed the growing community of the faithful with 
a bigger church building to honour the Saint and a 
larger dwelling place for the Holy Eucharist, added 
His Eminence.
 Present on the occasion were the Episcopal 
Vicar of the Jaela Region-Very Rev. Fr. Shanthikumar 
Weliwita, Dean of Wattala-Rev. Fr. Mahendra 
Gunathilake, Regional Superior of the Saletian Order- 
Very Rev. Fr. Nihal Liyanage, MP’s Joseph Michael 
Perera and John Amaratunga and a large gathering of 
Rev. Fathers, Sisters and the faithful.

nimal Perera

• His Eminence advices Altar Servers

Respond positively to the call of God
Archbishop warns Catholics to 

beware of mushrooming 
fundamental sects

Thirty four fishing families 
who had lost their 

breadwinners during the 
recent cyclonic winds and 
monsoonal rains that lashed 
the coastal areas received 
financial assistance from 
Caritas Sri Lanka-SEDEC      
last week.
 Rev. Fr. George 
Sigamoney, National Director 
of SEDEC who had earlier 
visited several affected areas 
on the Western and Southern 
coastal belt handed over a 
sum of Rs. 25,000/- to each 
of these families living in 
Balapitiya.

 Also present on 
the occasion were Rev. 
Fr. Michael Rajendram, 
Diocesan Director of Caritas 
SEDGalle, Very Rev. Fr. Nihal 
Nanayakkara, Vicar General 
of Galle Diocese and Rev. Fr. 
Lalith Fernando, Parish Priest 
of Balapitiya.
 The Archbishop 
of Colombo, His Eminence 
Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith, 
last week called for urgent 
relief measures for fisher 
families affected by the recent 
unforseen turbulent weather.

Communication Unit

Caritas helps fisher folk affected by cyclonic weather

GeneRAL
That a culture of dialogue, listening and 
mutual respect may prevail among the 
peoples.

MISSIOnARY
That where secularization is strongest, 
Christian Communities may effectively 
promote a new evangelization.

The Holy Father’s 
Prayer Intentions

June 2013
Pope’s Day 

23 - 06 - 2013

Feast of St. Anthony, Colombo, Kochchikade
The Catholic 

Church is not an 
organisation but it 
is a community of 
believers gathered 
together in the Lord, 
said the Archbishop 
of Colombo, His 
Eminence Malcolm 
Cardinal Ranjith 
presiding at Vespers 
on the eve of the 
feast of St. Anthony’s 
Church, Kochchikade 
which was held on 
Thursday, June 13.

 The Catholic Church 
is an Universal Church 
transcending the 
barriers of caste, 
creed, race and 
nationality. Because 
we are one in Christ, 
Catholics are able to 
rise beyond these 
racial and social 
dimensions, His 
Eminence said.
 Picture shows 
His Eminence blessing 
the new reclining  
statue of St. Anthony.
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 St. Anne's Nurs-
ing Home at Marawila 
owned and managed by 
the Diocese of Chilaw for 
the last 54 years, took 
a giant step forward re-
cently by launching an 
Ambulance Service, fulfill-
ing a long felt need of the 
area. A function was held 
to mark the occasion or-
ganised by the Board of 
Management and the Staff 
of the Institute under the 
supervision of Mr. Rohan 
Fernando, the Adminis-
trative Secretary.  
             Among  the 
distingushed guests were 

His Lordship Rt. Rev. Dr. 
Valence Mendis, Bishop 
of Chilaw, senior priests 
and nuns of the Diocese 
as well as the entire Board 
of Directors, Consultant 
Specialists from Marawila 
and Chilaw Hospitals and 
well wishers.
 Dr. Joe Fernando, 
Former Director General 
to the Ministry of Health 
and the oldest Member 
of the Board of Directors 
delivered the Key Note 
Address. In his speech , he 
mentioned that an Ambu-
lance builds up confidence 
in the minds of patients, 

as well as their loved ones. 
For it makes them sure of 
a swift transfer to a safe 
haven in case of emergen-
cy.  Rev. Fr. Luke Nel-
son, the Procurator Gen-

eral thanked everybody 
present and especially 
those who contributed in 
various ways to make this 
dream a reality.

Rev. Fr. D.F. Medagoda 

A Private Ambulance  Service launched at Marawila

A new Church for 
Hapugoda Parish

 His Lordship, Rt. Rev. Dr. Emmanuel Fernando, 
Auxiliary Bishop of Colombo laid the foundation for the 
building of a new Church in the Hapugoda Parish of Pol-
hengoda.
 Picture shows His Lordship Emmanuel  Fer-
nando, assisted by Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Rasika Ishen 
laying the foundation stone.

Text: Richard de Silva Pic H.A. Caldera

Feast of St. Anthony's 
at Diyalagoda

 The Maggona Welanda Sangamaya, celebrated 
the Feast of St. Anthony's, Diyalagoda last week. The 
chief Celebrant at Festive Mass was Rev. Fr. Ajith Ruwan 
OMI of St. Vincent's Home, Maggona.
 All arrangements for the feast were made un-
der the guidance of Rev. Fr. Thusith Pradeep Fernando 
Parish Priest Diyalagoda and the Maggona Welanda 
Sangamaya.
 Picture shows the Statue of St. Anthony being 
carried in procession after the Festive Mass.

D. Anselm Fernando

Church Feasts
 The Annual Feast of Ss. 
Peter and Paul Church, Ragama 

will be celebrated on June 30. 
Festive Mass at 8 a.m. Chief 

celebrant – Very Rev. Fr. Ivan 
Perera, Archdiocesan Episcopal Vicar. Vespers service 

on previous day, presided over by Very Rev. Fr. Shan-
thikumar Welivita, Archdiocesan Episcopal Vicar, Jaela 

Region.   
**********

 The Feast of St. Anthony will be celebrated in 
Maholawa in Pannala Parish (Kurunegala Diocese) on 
June 23. Festive Mass at 8 a.m.                 -  Ainslie Joseph

'Mary in Church Documents'
 Aquinas University College presents yet an-
other Short Course on "Mary in Church Documents," 
lectured by experts in Marian Studies and commencing 
on June 20, 2013 at 4.00 p.m at Peter Pillai Auditorium. 
This Course, which extends to nine Thursdays, costs 
Rs. 500/= only. A valuable certificate will be awarded 
by the University at the completion of 80% lecture par-
ticipation. For further details, contact: Rozaine Avory 
Course Coordinator, on 0773688329/0715300185 
email:aqtheo.shco@gmail.com

Pamunugama Sacred Heart 
Society celebrates 116th 

Anniversary

 The feast of the Sacred Heart and 116th an-
niversary of the Society of  Sacred Heart Pamunugama 
were celebrated recently, with the participation of the 
Parish Priest of Pamunugama, Rev. Fr. Ananda Withana 
and  Rev. Fr. Rasika Lawrence, Assistant  Priest. Four 
new members were  admitted to the Society, which now 
comprise two hundred and fifteen members.

Benjamin Kirihetti

Fellowship outing by 
All Saints' Senior Citizens' 

Association (ASSCA)
 The members of ASSCA arranged a fellow-
ship outing on Saturday, June 8. The bus ride was on 
the house, thanks to the generosity  of our members.  
Among the special guests invited to participate was a 
well accomplished organist,  who was generous enough 
to bring along her own portable electronic organ to 
mesmerize the entire party with her wonderful back-
ground music. 
 We were welcomed by the hotel personnel and 
allocated a separate area close to the pool and the din-
ing hall.  The members commenced with a lively sing-
song which lasted over half an hour. By that time all the 
senior citizens wanted a break a time for refreshments 
were served.  It was also a time for the members to ex-
change yester year stories which kept everyone in good 
humor.
  A brain teaser prepared by our senior member 
who is 83 years was circulated to tax the brain power of 
those present.  This was followed by more puzzles and 
outdoor games and a swim in the pool. 
 After lunch there was more entertainment with 
puzzles and a round of Tombola. It was then time for tea 
and cakes after which the members returned to Borella 
with pleasant memories of a wonderful outing. Our sin-
cere thanks go out to the President, ASSCA  Mrs. Evone  
Abeyrathna for her  untiring efforts in making this event 
an absolute success despite the unkind weather.  

Maxi Gomes

100th Publication of
 'Pahan Tamba'

 'Pahan Tamba', a magazine published by the 
Kurunegala Diocese  for the past 25 years celebrates the 
publication of its 100th issue on Saturday, June 29, at 
9.00 a.m. at the Sath Pahan Hall, Kuliyapitiya.
 The Chief Guest will be His Lordship Rt. Rev. Dr. 
Harold Anthony Perera, Bishop of Kurunegala.
 The event  has been organised by Rev. Fr. Gerald 
V. Fernando, Director and Editor-in-Chief of the maga-
zine and the Communication Unit.

Kumara Nayanajith

Leadership Training  Empowering 
Sunday School Teachers

 In response to an invitation extended by His 
Lordship Rt. Rev. Dr. Winston S. Fernando, Bishop of Ba-
dulla, the Ceylon Bible Society organised a leadership 
training programme  recently at the Pastoral Center  
Bandarawela. The programme was conducted both in 
Sinhala and Tamil in two different locations.  Sixty Five  
teachers participated in the Sinhala programme and 85 
teachers participated in the Tamil programme. 
 The programme was based on the Sunday 
School Teacher Guide Book translated by Mrs. Shanthi 
Kusum, who conducted the Sinhala training programme. 
The Tamil programme was conducted by Mrs. Saroja 
Namathevan and Mrs.Sarojini. Workshops and interest-
ing activities were included to both programmes. The 
participants had the privilege of watching a Sinhala or 
Tamil tele drama produced by the Ceylon Bible Soci-
ety. The programme was concluded after lunch with a  
prayer offered by Rev. Fr. Sunil Fernando the priest in 
charge of the Pastoral Centre Bandarawela.                   

Wilakshitha Manager - CPR

Peralanda Sacred Heart Feast

 The Sacred Heart Society of Peralanda Parish   
pose for a picture with Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Liyanage 
Patrick Perera OMI, after the annual Sacred Heart  feast 
held at the Church.

C.R. Dickson Antony

 Kuliyapitiya Parish Sunday School have or-
ganised a Children's Show, 'Dilena Tharu II, to be staged 
on Saturday, June 29 from 2.30 to 6.30 p.m. at the Sath 
Pahana Hall, Kuliyapitiya in aid of the Daham Pasal 
Building Fund.

"Dilena Tharu II" in aid of Daham Pasal Building Fund
 The show will be under the patronage of the 
Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Sydney Liyanage and Asst. Parish 
Priest, Tharanga Dilekshitha and staff.

K. Nayanajith
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church in the Modern World

Church cannot remain in the past, says the Pope
 EWTN NEWS - The progress of 

the Church can be hindered by 
the dual temptations of wanting 
to remain in the past and “ado-
lescent progressivism,” Pope 
Francis said.
           The danger of a progres-
sive approach to the Holy Spirit 
is that believers become “like 
teenagers who in their enthu-
siasm want to have everything, 
and in the end you slip up…” 
he said at the June 12 morning 
Mass. 
          “It’s like when the road is 
covered in ice and the car slips 
and goes off track ... This is the 

other temptation at the mo-
ment! We, at this moment in the 
history of the Church, we can-
not go backwards or go off the 
track!” the Pope stressed.
           The track the Church 
must follow, he said, “is that of 
freedom in the Holy Spirit that 
makes us free, in continuous 
discernment of God's will to 
move forward on this path....” 
           Christ brought the new law 
of the Spirit, the Pope noted, 
calling it the “road to maturity” 
for the Church.   
           This freedom of the Spirit 
requires embarking on “a path 

of continuous discern-
ment to do the will of 
God” and this can fright-
en us, the Holy Father ob-
served.
           He warned that the 
fear that comes with this 
“brings two temptations 
with it.” The first, is to 
“go backwards” to say 
that, “it’s possible up to 
this point, but impossible 
beyond this point” which 
ends up becoming “let’s 
stay here.” 
           It is a fear that it is 
better to play it safe. 

Cloistered nun dies after serving for 86 years
 A Spanish nun 
who was believed to hold 
the world record for lon-
gest-serving cloistered nun, 
has died at the age of 105, 
after living for 86 years in a 
Spanish monastery.
 Sister Teresita 
Barajuen died overnight 
in her sleep last week at 
the Buenafuente del Sistal 
monastery, northeast of 
Madrid.
           She entered the Cis-
tercian monastery at the 
age of 19, Sister Maria 

Romero, the abbess of 
the monastery said.
            Barajuen left the 
monastery for the first 
time in 40 years in 
August 2011 to meet 
the Pope in Madrid. 
She said she kept her 
eyes closed the whole 
journey to Madrid to 
avoid becoming dis-
tracted.
           Her only other 
trip away was during the 
Spanish Civil War to take 

several of her sisters to 
see a doctor.
           "Even if I had mar-

ried a prince, I would not 
be happier than I am now," 
she once said.

Catholic population growing 
in South Korea

 Recent statistics indicate that the Catholic 
population in South Korea has increased over the past 
year. 
 Last month, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
of Korea released a publication entitled Statistics of the 
Catholic Church in Korea 2011. The report, prepared by 
the Catholic Pastoral Institute of Korea, states that at 
the end of 2012, there were 5,361,369 Catholics in the 
country, an increase of 1.6 percent – or 84,959 individu-
als – over the last year.  
 This accounts for just over 10 percent of the to-
tal population. According to the report, these numbers 
have “slightly and consistently increased at a yearly av-
erage of  2–3 percent during the past 11 years.”
Just over half of South Korea’s Catholics live in the metro-
politan areas of Seoul, Suwon, Incheon and Uijeongbu.
 The number of parishes in 2012 was 1,664, an 
increase of 17 from the previous year, while the number 
of mission stations rose by three to a total of 796.

Obama chooses CRS President 
as Vatican Ambassador

 President Barack Obama has nominat-
ed Ken Hackett, the former head of Catholic Relief 
Services,(CRS),  as the next U.S. Ambassador to the Holy 
See.
            Hackett, 66, was born in the West Roxbury neigh-
borhood of Boston, Massachusetts and graduated from 
Boston College in 1968. He served with the Peace Corps 
in Ghana.
           The White House’s announcement cited Hackett’s 
40 years of service with Catholic Relief Services, includ-
ing his term as president and CEO from 1993 to 2012. 
He served as the agency’s African Regional Director and 
as Country Representative in the Philippines.
           Catholic Relief Services is the international relief 
arm of the Catholic Church in the US and a partner of 
Caritas International. In 2012, the agency served over 
100 million people in 91 countries with a budget of al-
most $700 million, its annual report said.

Italy's oldest Capuchin friar 
reflects on following 

St. Francis
 The oldest Capuchin friar in Italy said his life as 
a follower of the 13th century Saint Francis of Assisi,
 “has been a blessing.”
           Father Giulio Criminesi, 74, entered the minor 
seminary at the age of 12. In 1957 he began his novi-
tiate at the very first monastery of the Capuchin order 
in the town of Camerino, and was later ordained a priest 
in Loreto.
           In an interview with EWTN News, Fr. Criminesi 
said his life has always been full of joy, in the spirit of 
St. Francis.  “Life as a Capuchin monk is of great impor-
tance to me.
           “I feel fulfilled because I also want to be like 
him. My path to holiness is to walk in this direction, and 
therefore I thank God for this,” he said. 

Address of Holy Father Francis to His Grace Justin Welby 
Archbishop of Canterbury and Primate of the Anglican 

Communion, Friday, June 14, 2013
Following is an extract:
 The history of relations be-
tween the Church of England and the 
Catholic Church is long and complex, 
and not without pain. Recent de-
cades, however, have been marked 
by a journey of rapprochement and 
fraternity, and for this we give heart-
felt thanks to God. This journey has 

been brought about both via theo-
logical dialogue, through the work 
of the Anglican-Roman Catholic In-
ternational Commission, and via the 
growth of cordial relations at every 
level through shared daily lives in a 
spirit of profound mutual respect 
and sincere cooperation. In this re-
gard, I am very pleased to welcome 

alongside you Archbishop Vincent 
Nichols of Westminster. These firm 
bonds of friendship have enabled us 
to remain on course even when dif-
ficulties have arisen in our theologi-
cal dialogue that were greater than 
we could have foreseen at the start 
of our journey.(www.vatican.va)
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June 23, 2013
EDITORIAL

Jehan Perera
 
 The government’s decision to hold 
the Provincial Council elections for the North-
ern Province in September and deliver on the 
promises it made during the war has stirred up 
a vigorous political debate in which extreme 
and unconstructive views appear to be getting 
the centre stage.  On the one side here are those 
who demand that the entire Provincial Council 
system be abolished and the 13th Amendment 
to the Constitution be repealed.  At the other 
extreme are those who call on the people to 
boycott the Northern Provincial Council elec-
tions as the devolution of power to them is too 
little. 
 In a post-war situation healing the 
wounds and bridging the divides must be fore-
most in any action on the part of the State.  All 
actions that follow a conflict must be those that 
take cognizance of the need for transition to a 
peace that heals. The Statement issued by the 
Catholic Bishops' Conference makes a positive 
contribution to this debate.  The Bishops have 
noted that the 13th Amendment “provides for 
the devolution of power to the provinces and has 
been in effect over the last two decades. There 
have been a few examples of tension with regard 
to the use of devolved authority, but by and large 
the system has allowed greater participation of 
people in the matter of governance.”
 One of the most unsatisfactory features 
of the post-war situation is the lack of progress 
towards a mutually acceptable political solution 
that addresses the roots of the conflict that gave 
rise to war. 
 The Provincial Council system has 
been in existence for 26 years.  The operation 
of the Provincial Councils, their weaknesses 
and advantages, are well known to the people 
residing in the eight provinces that currently 
have provincial councils. During the height of 
the war, the government gave assurances that 
after the war it would implement a political so-
lution that went beyond the existing scheme of 
devolution of power. The President’s promise of 
13th Amendment Plus at the conclusion of the 
war was an attractive reassurance to those who 
were concerned about the high human costs of 
the war. 
 The Bishops point out that “Essentially 
the problem in the North is a National question 
for which the solution is to be found by the lo-
cal political leadership of both the Sinhala and 
the Tamil communities. What is needed is the 
proper study and careful consideration of all 

factors along with a broad-based consultation 
of the different political parties and civil society 
groups before any changes are to be made. We 
are not convinced that this is happening.”  The 
Bishops have also called for a new Constitution 
stating “It is also our contention that instead of 
tinkering with continued amendments to the 
Constitution, it is time for us to think about a to-
tally new Constitution which is fair by all com-
munities and all political and social forces and 
helps to bind people together while respecting 
diversity."
 In these circumstances, while welcom-
ing the government’s decision to conduct the 
Provincial Council election for the Northern 
Province, it appropriate to urge the govern-
ment that the 13th Amendment should not be 
amended prior to those elections being held, as 
indeed the Bishops have urged.   Any amend-
ment to the Constitution on the devolution of 
powers should be part of a larger scheme of 
constitutional reform which must not be rushed 
through, but should be deliberated upon.  The 
people of the North should be given a fair op-
portunity to experience the workings of the 
Provincial Council System in their area prior to 
making any major constitutional reforms with 
regard to the devolution of power. 
 The people of the Northern Province 
have had to endure many years of war, and have 
suffered tremendously because of it. There is 
vast development taking place in those areas 
that the people living there actively partici-
pate in and contribute to through their elected 
officials.  The State as protector of all citizens 
must be responsive to the sensitivities to those 
that feel alienated.  Extremist positions do not 
heal but only lead to more and more conflict.  To 
the larger world that is looking on, the pro-
posed election in the North represents the most 
significant step on the part of the government 
towards reconciliation.  The symbolism that the 
Provincial Council System represents is greater 
than the power it devolves.  At this current time 
of great development but little effort at transi-
tional healing, it is important that the govern-
ment to not withdraw the one bridge that can 
unite the people of this country, which is the 
13th Amendment.  The holding of free and fair 
elections for the Northern Provincial Council 
will be symbolic to Sri Lankans and to the inter-
national community that the government has 
committed itself to the reconciliation process 
and to providing democratic rights to its ethnic 
minorities. 

Build on what we already have to 
achieve reconciliation

How should we face 
persecution

Mark 8:34 "Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 
curse."

Last week we saw a church vandalised not too far from 
the city, and in a neighbourhood where there are a large 
number of Catholics. Hitherto attacks have been on isolated 
churches in remote areas. Should we be disturbed? No 
.for persecution of His Church is something Our Lord has 
taught us to expect. John 15:18  "If the world hates you, 
know that it has hated me before it hated you." 

Luke 21:12-16 "...they will lay hands on you and persecute 
you. They will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and 
you will be brought before kings and governors, and all 
on account of my name. This will result in your being 
witnesses to them. But make up your mind not to worry 
beforehand how you will defend yourselves. For I will give 
you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will 
be able to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed even 
by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and they will 
put some of you to death.

"These things I have spoken to you, that you should 
not be made to stumble. They will put you out of the 
synagogues [today it might be from churches]; yes, the 
time is coming that whoever kills you will think that 
he offers God service. And these things they will do to 
you because they have not known the Father nor Me. But 
these things I have told you, that when the time comes, 
you may remember that I told you of them."

According to Pope Benedict XVI, Christians are the 
most persecuted group in the contemporary world. The 
Holy See has reported that over 100,000 Christians are 
violently killed annually because of some relation to 
their faith. Millions of Christians  are denied fundamental 
human rights solely because of their faith. There are over 
50 countries where Christians are persecuted today.

But we know that we should not be afraid even to lose our 
lives. For who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, "For your 
sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded 
as sheep to be slaughtered.  No, in all these things we 
are more than conquerors through Him who loved us." 
Romans 8:35-37

How then should we respond to persecution? The 
Bible gives us guidance on this aspect too. Mark 8:34-
36
"Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires 
to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My 
sake and the Gospel's will save it. For what will it profit a 
man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?"

Mark 13:11
"But when they arrest you and deliver you up, do not 
worry beforehand, or premeditate what you will speak. 
But whatever is given you in that hour, speak that; for it is 
not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit."

Acts 4:18-20
Then they... commanded them not to speak or teach at all 
in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John replied, "Judge for 
yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you 
rather than God. For we cannot help speaking about 
what we have seen and heard."

We ought to obey God rather than men. "We know that 
the years of persecution will end and a time will come 
God's word will be proclaimed freely throughout the 
world."

                The Church of St 
Anthony’s Mathagal, takes a 
great stride when it steps with 
joy and pride into its 175th 
Anniversary in June 2013. 
Having walked courageously a 
long journey of triumphs and 
trials, through war and peace 
experiencing bitter suffering, 
loss of life and displacement 
and insecurity, it has  deter-
mindly lived to celebrate its 
175th birthday. Regrettably the 
past three decades have been 
periods of anguish and turmoil 
and through grace bestowed 
by divine providence those of 
our parishioners who survived 
these hard times place their 
life and trust in the miraculous 
hands of St Anthony. Dur-
ing these times of tension, 
Mathagal being close to the sea 
was fully patrolled with sentry 
points but St. Anthony was 
there to protect our parishio-
ners from all adversities.        

  It is believed that St 
Anthony’s Church at Mathagal 
is one of the oldest churches in 
the North of Sri Lanka. History 
records that Blessed Joseph 
Vaz who came from Goa, 
India in disguise as a coolie to 
Sillalai, was recognised as a 
Priest of God by Parishioners 
and was safeguarded by the 
people here for over three 
years in Sillalai. Blessed Joseph 
Vaz went about bare foot, 
preaching the Word of God 
to the entire peninsula and 
converted many to Christian-
ity.  The neighbouring village 
of Mathagal was no exemption 
and many from this sea-side 
village became faithful Chris-
tians. The faithful of Mathagal 
then erected a cadjan shelter, a 
place of worship in honour of 
St Anthony and venerated him 
with much piety and devotion. 
Many miracles took place and 
the popularity of St. Anthony 

spread fast among villagers 
and many inhabitants of other 
faiths became attracted to the 
divine powers of the saint and 
embraced Christianity.
 This thatched cad-
jan shelter which housed the 
Statue of St. Anthony’s is said 
to have caught fire by accident 
and was burnt down to ashes 
but by an act of grace miracu-
lously the fire could not touch 
the Statue of the Saint. Divine 
providence protected the 
Statue from destruction for the 
sake of the faith and belief of 
the faithful. This led the people 
to realise the miraculous value 
of the Statue and soon a church 
was built and the Statue of St. 
Anthony was placed inside 
the edifice and venerated with 
much piety. 
 God has been gener-
ous with enormous gifts to St 
Anthony’s Church and helped 

Golden Memories of Yester Year

(Contd. on Pg. 8)
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him.
	 Thus the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council 
has played a significant role in the discussion with 
regard to the positive Catholic perspective on other 
religions. It was the first Eumenical Council which 
released the first conciliar document, “Nostra Aetate” 
devoted fully to the relation of the Church with other 
religions. Besides that declaration, other documents of 
Vatican ll, specially Lumen Gentium and Ad Gentes , also 
comprise of important references to the role of other 
religions in God’s mysterious plan of salvation. There-
fore as the renewed faithful in the renewed Church we 
also have got to create a renewed inclusive mind with 
regard to the faithful of other religions. We have got to 
protect and safeguard the seeds of the Word [Gospel] 
in their sacred doctrines, conduct and faith.  
	
Prayer
	 Nicholas of Cusa [Crusades phase 1000CE-
1450CE] once identified the lack of mutual under-
standing, lack of the proper knowledge of the doctrines 
of other religions and the misinterpretations as the 
major reasons for the conflicts among various reli-
gions. Therefore it is better to understand them and 
study them rather than wasting our time in criticising 
them. As he said the entire creation is the mirror of 
God. Diversity in creation and cultures is the language 
of God. Thus God becomes the radical unity of the op-
posites.
	 In God absolute unity is absolute multiplicity, 
absolute identity is absolute diversity; absolute actual-
ity is absolute potentiality. [Dialogue, p 56]
	 Let us try therefore to realise the role of other 
religions in the mysterious plan of God's salvation. Let 
our prayer be the prayer of Nicholas of Cusa
	 “It is you O God who is being sought in vari-
ous religions in various ways, and named with vari-
ous names… there is but one religion in the variety of 
religious rites.”
	 (The Sources: Resource Manual of Catholics in 
Asia, 'Dialogue,' Vatican documents).

Rev. Fr. Shiran Chamaka Perera
St. Paul’s Seminary - Marawila 

	 "While maintaining unshaken belief in the 
uniqueness of Christ and His revelation, the Second 
Vatican Council took a clearly positive approach to 
the religions of the World... The Council does not 
intend to provide on this point an elaborate theol-
ogy; but it clearly adopts a new attitude by stressing 
what Christians share with other people, and thereby 
fosters unity…It mentions with respect the great 
world religions… They represent a wealth of goodness 
embedded in the hearts of people, which finds expres-
sion in rites and symbols, and is a true preparation for 
the Gospel…Hence the Council recognises that these 
religious traditions have their place in God’s universal 
design of salvation…"[The Christian Faith, p 428].
	
"Rays of Truth"
	 It was after the Second Vatican Council that 
the Church started making a strong appeal to Chris-
tians to build up a new and a positive perspective to-
wards the faithful of other religions. The same Church 
which once strongly and vehemently proclaimed “No 
salvation outside the Church “ now started to recognise 
the “Seeds of the Word” and “Rays of the Truth which 
illumine all humankind” in other religions. It invited 
the Christians not only to discover what is true and 
good in other religions, but also to acknowledge and 
foster their spiritual, moral and socio-cultural values. It 
paved the way to Christians to recognise the particular 
role of other religions in the mysterious plan of salva-
tion prepared by God to save everyone. Therefore the 
Christians should adjust themselves to establish a close 
contact with them to learn by humble, sincere and 
patient dialogue what treasures, the bountiful God has 
distributed among the nations of the earth.
	 Whatever it is, the Second Vatican Council 
rightly and precisely admits the fact that it is in Jesus 
Christ that the fullest revelation is rested and it is in 
Him that all the human beings are saved. Jesus Christ 
is the true Gospel which saves everyone. Since in other 
religions, the seeds of the Word are found and since 
they are considered as a preparation for the true Gos-
pel, the saving power of Christ works on them. There-
fore today we can never say that those who are outside 
the Church receive no salvation.
	 The Church therefore rejects nothing of what 
is true and holy in these religions. She has a high 
regard for the manner of life and conduct, the precepts 
and doctrine… often reflect a ray of that truth which 
enlightens all men… [Nostra Aetate, no.  2].
	 The Second Vatican Council also vigorously as-
serts the right to religious freedom. Since all the good 
religions lead the faithful to foster the spiritual, moral 
and socio-cultural values and ultimately to the truth 
and grace, each Christian should respect the dignity of 
other religions. To respect their dignity means to re-
spect their right to be saved. It is to respect ultimately 
their right to be the partakers of the Kingdom of God.
	 All men form but one community. This is so 

 The Catholic Perspective on other Religions

ALWAYS
In my life I see,

There is one who solely works for me,
Untiring and never complaining,

and always for my future he's planning.
Everyone has one I suppose,

But, mine is a thousand times better than 
those,

For his love for me I know to be,
More than what I deserve it to be.

He deciphers my mood by the look on my 
face,

and does his best to vanquish the
gloom until there is no trace.

He doesn't fight my battles in my name,
He lets me fight them on my own, 

but stands guard all the same.
The greatest blessings in our lives they say,
Are the people in our lives we see everyday,

Yet some go and some stay,
but, my Father and Protector, no matter 

what, 
with me will always stay.

Stephanie Nugaram

m

	  A King who did not believe in 
the goodness of God, had a slave who, 
in all circumstances, said: My King, 
do not be discouraged, because ev-
erything God does is perfect, no mis-
takes!
	 One day they went hunting 
and along the way a wild animal at-
tacked the King. His slave managed to 
kill the animal, but could not prevent 
his majesty losing a finger.
	 Furious and without showing 
his gratitude for being saved, the no-
bleman said, "Is God good? If He was 
good, I would not have been attacked 
and lost my finger."
	  The slave replied: "My King, 
despite all these things, I can only tell 
you that God is good, and he knows 
the "why" of all these things. What God 
does is perfect. He is never wrong!"
	  Outraged by the response, 
the King ordered the arrest of his 
slave. Later, he left for another hunt-

ing trip and was captured by savages 
who made human sacrifices.
	 On the altar, ready to sacri-
fice the nobleman, the savages found 
that the victim had not one of his fin-
gers, so he was released. According to 
them, he was not so complete to be of-
fered to the gods.
	 Upon his return to the palace, 
he authorised the release of his slave 
whom he received very affectionately.
	 "My dear, God was really good 
to me! I was almost killed by the wild 
men, but for the lack of a single finger, 
I was let go! But I have a question: If 
God is so good, why did he allow me 
to put you in jail?"
	 "My King, if I had gone with 
you in this hunt, I would have been 
sacrificed for you, because I have no 
missing finger, therefore, remember 
everything God does is perfect. He is 
never wrong."

	 Often we complain about life, 
and negative things that happen to us, 
forgetting that nothing is random and 
that everything has a purpose.
	 Every morning, offer your 
day to God, do not be in a rush.
	 Ask God to inspire your 
thoughts, guide your actions, and ease 
your feelings. And do not be afraid. 
God is never wrong!
	  You know why this message 
is for you? I do not know, but God 
knows, because he never makes mis-
takes.
	  The path of God and His 
Word is perfect, without impurities. 
He is the way of all those who trust in 
Him, as He says in 2 Samuel 22: 31.
As for God, His way is perfect;
The Word of the LORD is proven;
He is a shield to all who trust in Him.

Sent By Ridley Casie Chitty

 God is never wrong

In this process there is always the 
chance of learning about one’s own 

religion. As you are exposed to other 
religions, their customs, rites and 

beliefs more and more, you have the 
chance of reviewing your own religious 

convictions to that extent. This also 
leads you to be more committed 
to witness to your own religious 

experience and conviction.

because all stem from the one stock which God cre-
ated to people the entire earth [cf.Acts 17:26] and also 
because all share in a common destiny, namely God. 
His providence, evident goodness, and saving designs 
extend to all men… [Nostra Eatate no. 1]
	 It is the Trinitarian mystery which allows 
and encourages us to foster unity with our brethren 
of other religions. The more we come closer to the 
mystery of  the Trinity, the more we are compelled to 
foster our unity. The reign of God is the final end of all 
the humanity. Therefore the Church as its seed and the 
beginning is invited to bring of humanity together ir-
respective of their caste, colour and creed. That is why 
the Church is called the Sacrament of the World. It has 
got the responsibility to work for the salvation of all.
	
"All-Embracing"
	 We are in the Catholic Church. What does the 
word ‘Catholic’ mean? It is “all embracing.” The Church 
is Catholic because through Christ it receives the full-
ness of the means of salvation. The Church is Catho-
lic also because it has been entrusted with a special 
mission by Jesus to bring all the humanity to salvation. 
It does not mean that the Church should forcefully 
convert the faithful of other religions. Therefore it is all 
embracing in love and understanding. It is true that it 
has got to preach the Gospel to everyone. But that mis-
sion should go along with the respect to the dignity of 
other religions.
	 In the development of the historical perspec-
tive of the Church with regard to other religions, we 
notice a gradual shift from the exclusive mind to an 
inclusive mind. It was due to the gradual shift from the 
monologue to dialogue. The differences and the varia-
tions do not negate the existing truth, but they open to 
us new horizons where we can search for in a deeper 
manner the ultimate purpose of living, that is God. 
Therefore today our unwanted separation would mean 
nothing to us. The more we reject and refuse the other 
religions the more we go away from our own God.   
	 Interreligious dialogue’s purpose is therefore 
for both parties to mutually learn about each other and 
specially about the religious values, beliefs and systems 
of the dialogue partner. In this process there is always 
the chance of learning about one’s own religion. As you 
are exposed to other religions, their customs, rites and 
beliefs more and more, you have the chance of re-view-
ing your own religious convictions to that extent. This 
also leads you to be more committed to witness to your 
own religious experience and conviction.
	 According to the Resource Manual of Catholics 
in Asia, 'Dialogue,' when the Christians engage in an 
interreligious dialogue to develop a positive perspec-
tive on other religions, it should not lead them to a 
“winning over,” but should lead to a “sharing with.” If it 
is so, eventually both come to see and truly appreciate 
whatever the fundamental religious convictions and 
experiences they have. Let us do our part well. The rest 
will be done by God. The salvation will be granted by 
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patted on her hand saying “Now, now Kerolyn, 
don’t cry, the new Priest will be even better than 
me”. “Yeah, Father that’s what your predicessor 
said last time too.” 

Bishop transferred some 
Priests. Kerolyn, after the 
service came to the Par-
ish Priest crying all the 
way “Oh, Father Bob we 
are going to miss you so 
much.” The Parish Priest 

Take time for a minute of  
humour - smile!

Rev. Fr. Fraccid Anthony Fernando OMI

Bits & 
Pieces

Madi

Liberation Cemetery 
	 It is physically 
impossible to get a burial 
plot in the Catholic section 
of the General Cemetery 
in Borella. This is leading 
many Catholics resorting 
to cremation of the bodies 
of their loved ones. But 
they forget that within a 
mile’s radius of the Gen-
eral Cemetery there is an 
ancient Catholic cemetery 
where you can get a de-
cent burial place for your 
loved ones. This burial 
ground is called the Liv-
eramentu cemetery. This 
is situated on Torrington 
Avenue, Colombo 5.
	 Historians show 
that this cemetery was a 
part of the burial ground 
attached to a Catholic 
Church built by the Portu-
guese about five hundred 
years ago. This is one of 
the ancient Portuguese 
shrines in Colombo when 

they were ruling the mari-
time provinces of Ceylon. 
When the Dutch con-
quered the maritime prov-
inces, they expelled the 
Portuguese missionaries. 
These missionaries ended 
up in the Portuguese ter-
ritories in India. The late 
Rev. Fr. W.L.A. Don Peter 
mentioned this shrine in 
his journals and he said 
that this church was one 
of the prominent places 
of Catholic worship in the 
Kingdom of Kotte. This 
shrine was frequented 
by not only Catholics but 
also non-Catholics who 
pleaded for favors from 
Our Lady of Liberation. 
	 This shrine was 
built and sustained by the 
Augustinian Congrega-
tion and the Church was 
dedicated to Our Lady of 
Liberation. Still the maps 
of Colombo use the name 

Liveramentu (Liberation) 
to name this cemetery. 
During the Dutch period 
when the Catholic mis-
sionaries were expelled 
from Ceylon, the Augus-
tinian priests and monks 
who were living in a 
monastery attached to 
this shrine took the statue 
of Our Lady and other 
holy relics to Goa and 
enshrined them in one 
of their monasteries. Ac-
cording to the Augustinian 
records this was one of 
the most famous shrines 
in the Kingdom of Kotte. 
	 Today what is left 
of the Catholic shrine is 
the well attached to the 
Church. The water from 
this well is supposed to 
have miraculous powers 
to cure people of vari-
ous diseases. They even 
threw coins into the well 
as a token of their devo-
tion or as gratitude for the 
favours granted and as vo-
tive offerings. During the 
excavations done recently 
by the Archaeological 
Department with the col-
laboration of the Archae-
ology Society of St. Peter’s 

College, Bambalapiti-
ya, they excavated not 
only Portuguese but 
also Dutch and British 
coins from the bot-
tom of this well. This 
is a testimony that 
Catholics had visited 
this site, defying the 
prohibition of the 
Dutch government. 
	 Today the Ar-
chaeological Depart-
ment has declared 
this as a historical 
site and they have 
erected a metal fence 
around to preserve 
this well. This also 
prevents people from 
desecrating this holy 
place which would 
have been worshiped 
by Catholics from the 
times of the Portu-
guese. Unfortunately 
for many reasons 
including financial re-
straints, further exca-
vations and research 
on these premises 
could not be contin-
ued. Further excava-
tions may uncover the 
foundations and the 
ruins of the church or 
the monastery which 
existed at this site. 

	 EWTN NEWS 
- Noting the sharply 
increasing costs of wed-
dings, marriage advocates 
have begun to urge cou-
ples to be less extravagant 
in their nuptial celebra-
tions for the good of their 
relationships.
	 “We ran a sur-
vey early this year with 
a law firm that looked at 
reasons for not marry-
ing, and the top reason 
for men was the cost of 
the wedding,” said Harry 
Benson, an official with 
the UK-based think tank 
The Marriage Foundation.
Benson said that the aver-
age price for the event 
in the United Kingdom is 
around $30,000, accord-
ing to wedding magazines. 
Such expenses, he told 

EWTN News in a June 
interview, are “definitely a 
barrier” to getting mar-
ried.
	 “I think the ce-
lebrities have set the bar 
very, very high with all 
these hyped-up, high pro-
file, highly photographed 
weddings, very extrava-
gant events.” When cou-
ples want the “big, dream 
wedding,” he added, “often 
it’s very unrealistic.” 
The Marriage Foundation 
was recently established 
by British judge Paul 
Coleridge, an expert in 
family law. Having seen a 
“stream of human misery 
pass through his doors,” 
Coleridge decided to 
launch the charity to pro-
mote strong marriages, 
Benson said. 

	 Part of the pro-
motion of strong marriag-
es, he believes, is focusing 
more on the marriage 
than on the wedding.
Melissa Naasko, a Michi-
gan-based wife, mother, 
and blogger agrees. “If I 
was going to give a bride 
advice, it would be to fo-
cus more on the marriage 
and less on the wedding,” 
she told EWTN.
	 Naasko advocates 
celebrations that would 
not break the budget and 
put burdensome financial 
stress on the married cou-
ple. She recalled planning 
the wedding of one of her 
friends a year ago, helping 
keep the cost reasonable.
When her friend got 
engaged, the first piece of 
advice she gave her was 
“never ever, ever buy a 
bridal magazine...because 
they’re all geared just to 
sell stuff.”
	 “Anytime you 
pick up a bridal magazine, 
they’re at least 60 percent 
ads. You’ll look and see 
that all the articles in it 
are sponsored articles.” 
Avoiding wedding maga-
zines – and shows such 
as “Say Yes to the Dress” 
– helps brides to “pay at-
tention more to what their 

friends and their family 
are saying, and it becomes 
more about the people 
and less about the stuff.”
“There’s nothing wrong 
with having smaller wed-
dings,” Naasko urged. “And 
the marriage obviously is 
the most important part 
of a wedding.”
	 Catholic commen-
tator Matt Archbold added 
to the discussion in a blog 
post for the National Cath-
olic Register, noting that 
“big weddings…might just 

Costly weddings could be crippling for new marriages

more than a year, saving 
up the money to splurge 
on the big day, can put 
couples in a precarious 
moral situation, often 
involving cohabitation, 
which in turn is linked to 
higher rates of divorce.
“The dream of the lavish 
Hollywood style wedding 
is not only ridiculous but 
harmful to one’s faith and 
society in general,” Arch-
bold wrote.
	 Another factor 
that can put stress on 

couples is the societal 
pressure put on a fiancé 
to spend, on average, two 
months of his salary – 
$3500 to $5000 – purchas-
ing an engagement ring for 
his beloved.
	 Diamond rings 
are now given to 80 per-
cent of American fiancées 
on their engagement – 
mostly because the com-
pany which has effectively 
monopolized the market 
for diamonds told men 
they should.

A Telephone Call to 
Joseph of Arimathaea

(A Spiritual Reflection)

The wood cross where Jesus was crucified was 
called the Holy Cross.
The cloth which Jesus wore was called the Holy 
Cloth.
The wounds of Jesus were called the Holy wounds.
The dark tomb where Jesus was laid down was 
called the Holy Tomb.
The blood which flowed from Jesus was called the 
Holy Blood.
The heart of Jesus was called the Holy (Sacred) 
Heart.
But ….
The Thorny Crown what was on Jesus’ head was 
NOT called the Holy Crown…
The Lance with which Jesus was pierced was NOT 
called the Holy Lance…
The Nails which were used to crucify Jesus were 
NOT called the Holy Nails…
Why…?
Is it because of their Sharpness? Roughness? 
Harmfulness? 
Where are those items? Has somebody taken them?
It is better to phone Joseph of Arimathaea who 
might have known it.
Till we get the answer…
Let us not become a thorny crown or a lance or a 
nail to anybody else. 

Rev. Fr. S. Randil Fernando OMI
Maradana

be causing heartbreak, 
damaging society, and 
hurting people’s faith.” 
Being engaged for 
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Veneration of the two great Apostles, Peter and Paul, 
 has been given prominence in our local churches as 
 the very foundation and the solid rock on which the 

Mother Church is built. There are churches dedicated to these 
two saints taken together and separately.  Even in churches 
dedicated to other Saints, we often see a special stained glass 
or set of statues dedicated to them always accompanied by 

Paul with the sword, scroll or book. The stained glass at the 
Galle Convent, Our Lady of Snows’ Church, Periyamulla,  
St. Mary’s, Bambalapitiya and at St. Lucia’s Cathedral, 
Kotahena are rich in their  tints and have been imported from 
Europe. Among the statues shown here is the classic ivory 
of Maggona and other ancient and modern wooden statues 
imported  and carved locally. It is to these two Saints mainly 
that Rome owes her true greatness, for it was under God’s 
providential guidance that they were led to make the capital 
of the Empire, sanctifi ed by their martyrdom, the centre of the 
Christian world. The Church marks their feast on June 29. 

Peter and Paul: Pillars of the Divine Doctrine

Museum

their distinct symbols. St. Peter 
with the keys, scroll or  book, 
and in one instance with the 
crowing cock (the statue now 
at the Tewatte museum), St. 
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'You are Peter and on 
this rock I will build my 
Church.'          
     Matthew 16:18

Humour

◗ Pope Elopes, was 
the headline attributed 
to a Miss Dorothy Parker,  
who won the most 
sensational conceivable 
newspaper headline with 
it in an Algonquin Round 
Table contest.
 

◗ When I met Pope 
Paul VI, he mentioned 
that he had read The 
Power and the Glory. I 
told him that it had been 
condemned by the Holy 
Office.
'Who condemned it?'
'Cardinal Pissardo.'
 He repeated the 
name with a wry smile 
and added, "Mr  Greene, 
some parts of your books 
are certain to offend 
some Catholics, but you 
should pay no attention 
to that." 
              Graham Greene
 

◗ The tea manu-
facturers wanted a new 
advertising gimmick, so 
the senior creative man at 
their advertising agency 
decided to go to Rome to 
see if he could persuade 
the Pope to make a TV 
commercial.
 The Pope gave 
the ad man an audience 
and he made his request. 
"We'll give you £100,000 
for a ten-second commer-
cial.  All you have to do is 
say: "Give us this day our 
daily tea."
"I'm sorry," replied the 
Pope, "but I cannot do as 
you request."
"£500,000," offered the 
ad man.
"I'm afraid not," said the 
Pope, solemnly.
 "All right, 
£1,000,000. And that's 
the very last offer."
 But still the Pope 
refused to make the com-
mercial and the ad man 
left. On the way home the 
ad man turned to his sec-
retary and said: "That's 
odd. I mean, the Pope 
refusing to do a commer-
cial for tea. I wonder how 
much the bread people 
are giving him."
  Anon

Word 
Pictures
x There  have been 
sixteen Popes named 
Gregory, the  first and 
greatest of them, often  
referred to as Gregory the 
Great, is remembered by 
the  Church on March 12. 
He was born of well-to-do 
parents in   Rome,  where,  
for  some years  he was  
an important magis-
trate.  He showed a great 
interest in monasteries 
and gave large sums  of 
money for starting a new 
monastery in Rome and 
several  others in Sic-
ily. When he was about 
thirty-five, Gregory de-
cided to become a monk 
himself and, some years 
later, was chosen  to be 
Pope, the first monk ever 
to hold that high office. 
For fourteen  years as 
Pope, he worked to make 
the Church stronger and  
he wrote many books and 
letters about religious 
matters.
 For one thing 
he is particularly re-
membered by the people 
of Britain.  In the days 
before he became Pope, it 
is said that he was walk-
ing through Rome when 
he noticed some slave 
children who were up for 
sale.  Being attracted by 
their fair hair and skin, 
he asked where they had 
come from. "They are 
Angles," was the reply.  
"Not Angles,  but Angels," 
was Gregory's comment.
 He vowed to set 
off  himself in order to 
teach the English people 
about Christ but he was 
not permitted to do so. 
But he  never forgot and, 
once he  had become 
Pope, he sent Augustine  
and other monks to teach 
the English.
 Though Gregory 
was a great man, he 
remembered the words 
of Jesus that the greatest  
must be the servant of all 
and so he  called himself 
'the servant of the ser-
vants of God' - a title used  
by all Popes since them.     

Rowland Purton 

◗ The one and only 
English Pope, Nicho-
las Breakspeare, was 
born at Langley, Herts, 
about 1100. While still a 
youngster he felt drawn 
to becoming a monk, and 
applied for admission to 
the famous abbey of St. 
Albans. For some reason 
or other the abbot  re-
fused  to  accept  him  and 
young  Nicholas  turned 
away disappointed.
 Packing his few 
belongings into a bundle 
he stepped off along  the 
road to the coast. Here 
he managed somehow  
to get a passage; and 
before long he was swing-
ing along the roads of  
France. His hike finished 

up at  Arles for the monks 
of St. Rufus  admitted him 
to their number.
 Though handi-
capped by being a strang-
er and a simple country 
lad, he had actually been 
chosen abbot of these 
French monks  before he 
was thirty-seven. Once 
in power he asserted his 
authority  by a thorough 
revision of the Abbey's 
discipline. A section of 
the  monks resented this, 
and applied to Rome for 
his removal. But  Nicholas 
Breakspeare, knowing he 
was in the right, decided 
to go straight to the Holy 
Father. He promptly 
took to the road, and in  
due course arrived in 
Rome; there, his sound 
arguments and  energetic 
personality won over the 
Pope to his side.
 After various 
other jobs he was sent 
on an important mission 
to Norway and Sweden, 
where the Church was 
not yet fully  organised, 
and where troubles with 
heathen tribes and quar-
rels between princes 
needed a firm control. 
Nicholas succeeded not  
only in his political and 
ecclesiastical undertak-
ings, but also in  winning 
the friendship of these 
fierce Northerners - 
whom, as an  Englishman, 
he must have understood 
better than a French or 
Italian legate would have 
done. Such a good father 
did he show  himself, to 
be whether to monks of 
the South or fierce war-
riors of the North, that in 
1154, he was chosen to 
be the 'Spiritual  Father of 
all Christians' and ruled 
the Church for some six 
years as Adrian IV. 
 F.H. Drinkivater
 

◗ In the course 
of two thousand years, 
these words 'You are 
Peter'  have been spoken 
264 times to the ears and 
conscience of a  fragile 
and sinful man. Two hun-
dred and sixty-four time 
as new Peter was set at 
the side of the first one to 
be the foundation stone 
of the Church.  The last 
in time, it was to me that 
the promise of Caeserea 
Philippi was repeated, 
and it is in the office of 
Peter that I am in your  
midst. With what mes-
sage? 
 The same one 
that Peter proclaimed. 
Peter, ardent but fearful, 
the friend, the renegade, 
the penitent, had just 
received the Holy  Jeru-
salem full of pilgrims: 
God has made this Jesus, 

whom you crucified both 
Lord and Christ.'
 All that Peter 
will say up to the last 
confession on the hill 
of the Vatican, which 
crowns that of Caesarea 
Philippi, is reduced to 
this sentence: All that  the 
Successor of Peter must 
say is perhaps contained 
in these  simple  words:   
"God  made  him  Lord." 
Fundamentally, it  is 
what the Pope feels: The 
sweet and urgent  duty of 
proclaiming, wherever he 
passes, with the power 
and fervour of one who 
announces good news. 
            Pope John Paul II

◗  On the face of it,  
there is little obvious con-
nection between Tipper-

ary, lust, and the present 
Holy Father. But I will try 
to explain.
 One of the First 
World War's most famous 
marching songs came not 
from Germany or France, 
from Scotland or Ireland, 
but  from Cockneyland.  It 
was based on the love of 
an English soldier for the 
girl he has left behind  in 
'Tipperary'. Even when 
he was  far away, his 
heart remained 'right 
there'.
 'Tipperary' was 
the nickname given by 
the Tommies to the red-
light district which then 
lurked just east of  the 
lower part of London's 
Shaftesbury  Avenue. 
Hence its juxtaposition, in 
the song, with Piccadilly 
and Leicester  Square.
 The song, in oth-
er words, has nothing to 
do with that part of Ire-
land famous for its lush 
green pastures, fabulous 
glens and 'fair golden 
vale.' Recently, however, 
the Pope received an 
Irish pilgrimage in a 
special audience at Castle 
Gandolfo. As always,  John 
Paul rose to the  occasion 
and provoked a joyous, 
holiday mood. So much 
so that part of the group 
struck up with 'It's a long 
way to Tipperary.'

 

The Pope put his arms  
round the shoulders of 
the singers and at the 
end of their song  asked, 
"Who or what is Tipper-
ary?" He was delighted to 
be told that it was a coun-
try in Ireland and beamed 
at the image of the 
soldier longing to return 
to the faithful wife, and 
no doubt many bambini, 
who were waiting for him 
when the war was over.
 Perhaps it was 
just as well he was not  
told the true provenance 
of 'Tipperary' in this con-
text.            Urbanus

PROVERBS
Where the Pope is, 
Rome is.
Italian proverb

(Courtesy:A Treasure of 
Quips Quotes & 

Anecdotes for
 Preachers and Teachers 

- Anthony Castle 

Papacy

Golden Memories
Contd from Pg. 4 
its growth from incep-
tion to date to cel-
ebrate the 175th anni-
versary. Over the years 
the parishioners found 
a spacious place in the 
heart of the village and 
built a beautiful and 
unique architectural 
Shrine which stands to-
day, delightfully as the 
tallest building in the 
village admired even 
by non-Christians. The 
miraculous Statue of St. 
Anthony that survived 
the fire and performed 
many miracles and in-
spired our ancestors is 
presently housed glori-
ously in the newly built 
church. The great Saint  
continues to love his 
people showering his 
blessing and miracles 
on them and thereby 
increasing their faith in 
the Lord. This parish is 
predominantly occupied 
by Catholics and many 
families have patrimo-
nial roots in Sillalai and 
Karampon. Many tradi-
tions and customs are 
very common and many 
inter-marriages take 
place among them which 
strengthen the relation-
ship and geniality.
 During the 
festive period Nine 
Novenas of devotion 
to St. Anthony are 
conducted by different 
parish groups of which 
one novena is allocated 
to Sillalai Catholics 
and Dr. S. Athanasiyar 
would lead the team of 
devotees to Mathagal 
and conduct the Novena 
with gratitude, gaily 
decorating the Church 

and with piety paying 
homage to St. Anthony 
invoking his blessing. At 
the end of the service 
there is a grand display 
of fireworks to enter-
tain the congregation. 
The Catholics of Karam-
pon though they live far 
away often participate 
in the annual celebra-
tions. 
 During festive 
season the devotees 
flock in large numbers 
from neighbouring 
villages irrespective 
of their faith to offer 
thanks for the favours 
received through the 
intercession of St. 
Anthony and invoke his 
Blessings. Parishioners 
mainly farmers bring 
cooked food parcels 
made from their yield 
and distribute them to 
the devotees especially 
to those who come from 
far-off places.
 Despite having 
suffered violence and 
displacement, parish-
ioners never fail to 
pay their devotion and 
gratitude for the protec-
tion and refuge received 
through St Anthony’s in-
tercession and continue 
to celebrate the feast 
annually in jubilant fer-

vor to propagate devo-
tion to the saint.  Many 
parishioners who have 
left the shores of their 
motherland due to the 
war continue their faith 
in the saint to celebrate 
the feast annually, in 
places where they live 
to propagate devotion 
to the Saint.
 St. Anthony 
is invoked for various 
needs especially to 
recover lost articles. In 
the last few years due to 
ethnic disturbances the 
people of our country 
have lost the brotherly 
love and good will of 
each other. Let us pray 
to St Anthony to grant 
us the grace to restore 
the virtue of love to-
wards our neighbours 
and to live as brothers 
and sisters of one family 
in peace, harmony and 
for the goodwill of our 
country.

“MAY ST ANTHONY 
THE MIRACLE WORKER 
BE A BEACON OF LOVE 
AND LIGHT AND BE 
OUR ADVOCATE IN ALL 
OUR NEEDS BEFORE 
OUR LORD” 

S. B. David



9                        The  Messenger                                                                        23 June,  2013

Sacraments of Healing
1499.	 "By the sacred 
anointing of the sick and 
the prayer of the priests the 
whole Church commends 
those who are ill to the suf-
fering  and glorified Lord, 
that He may raise them up 
and save them. And indeed 
she exhorts them to contrib-
ute to the good of the People 
of God by freely uniting 
themselves to the Passion 
and Death of Christ.

1525 . 	 Thus, just as the Sacra-
ments of Baptism, Confirma-
tion and the Eucharist form a 
unity called "the Sacraments 
of Christian Initiation," so too 
it can be said that Penance, the 
Anointing of the Sick and the 
Eucharist as Viaticum consti-
tute at the end of Christian life 
"the sacraments that prepare 

for our heavenly homeland" or 
the sacraments that complete 
the earthly pilgrimage.

In Brief

1526.	 "Is any among you 
sick? Let him call for the pres-
byters of the Church, and let 
them pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of the 
Lord; and the prayer of faith 
will save the sick man, and the 
Lord will raise him up; and if he 
has committed sins he will be 
forgiven" (Jas 5:14-15).

1527.	 The Sacrament of 
Anointing of the Sick has as 
its purpose the conferral of a 
special grace on the Christian 
experiencing the difficulties in-
herent in the condition of grave 
illness or old  age.

1528.	 The proper time for 
receiving this Holy Anointing 
has certainly  arrived when the 
believer begins to be in danger 
of death because of illness or 
old age.

1529.	 Each time a Christian 
falls seriously ill, he may re-
ceive the Anointing of the Sick, 
and also when, after he has 
received it, the illness worsens.

1530.	 Only priests (presby-
ters and bishops) can  give the 
Sacrament of the  Anointing 
of the Sick, using oil blessed 
by the bishop, or if necessary 
by  the celebrating presbyter 
himself.

1531.	 The celebration of the 
Anointing  of the Sick consists 
essentially in  the anointing of 

the forehead and hands  
of the sick person (in 
the Roman Rite)  or of 
other parts of the body 
(in the Eastern Rite), 
the anointing being 
accompanied by the 
liturgical prayer of the 
celebrant asking for 
the special grace of this 
sacrament.

1532.	 The special 
grace of the Sacrament  
of the Anointing the 
Sick has as  its effects:

—	 the uniting of the sick 
person to the passion of Christ, 
for his owns good and that of 
the whole Church;
—	 the strengthening, 
peace and courage to endure in 
a Christian manner  the suffer-
ings of illness or old age;

—	 the forgiveness of sins, 
if the sick person was not able 
to obtain it through the Sacra-
ment of Penance;
—	 the restoration of 
health, if it is conductive to the 
salvation of his soul;
—	 the preparation for 
passing over to eternal life.

Why we Sing
Taken from Sing to the Lord, Music in Divine Worship

	 God has bestowed 
upon His people the gift of 
song. God dwells within each 
human person, in the place 
where music takes its source. 
Indeed, God, the Giver of song, 
is present whenever His people 
sing His praises. (1 Cor 3:16-7)
	 A cry from deep within 
our being, music is a way for 
God to lead us to the realm of 
higher things.  As St. Augustine 
says, "Singing is for the one 
who loves. "Music is therefore a 
sign of God's love for us and of 
our love for Him. In this sense, 
it is very personal. But unless 
music sounds, it is not music, 
and whenever it sounds, it is 
accessible to others. By its very 
nature song has both an indi-
vidual and a communal dimen-
sion. Thus, it is no wonder that 
singing together in church ex-
presses so well the sacramental 
presence of God to His people.
	 Our ancestors reveled 
in this gift, sometimes with 
God's urging. "Write out this 
song, then, for yourselves," God 
said to Moses. "Teach it to the 
Israelites and have them recite 
it, so that this song may be 
a witness for me." The Cho-
sen People, after they passed 
through the Red Sea, sang as 
one to the Lord. Deborah, a 
judge of Israel, sang to the 
Lord with Barak after God gave 
them victory. David and the 
Israelites "made merry before 
the Lord with all their strength, 
with singing and with citharas, 
harps, tambourines, sistrums 
and cymbals."
	 Jesus and His apostles 
sang a hymn before their jour-
ney to the Mount of Olives. St. 
Paul instructed the Ephesians 
to [address] one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiri-
tual songs, singing and playing 
to the Lord in your hearts." He 
sang with Silas in captivity." 
(Acts 16:25) The letter of St. 

James asks, "Is anyone among 
you suffering? He should pray. 
Is anyone in good spirits? He 
should sing praise."
	 Obedient to Christ and 
to the Church, we gather in 
liturgical assembly, week after 
week. As our predecessors 
did, we find ourselves "singing 
psalms, hymns and spiritual 
songs with gratitude in [our] 
hearts to God." This common, 
sung expression of faith within 
liturgical celebrations strength-
ens our faith when it grows 
weak and draws us into the 
divinely inspired voice of the 
Church at prayer. Faith grows 
when it is well expressed in 
celebration. Good celebrations 
can foster and nourish faith. 
Poor celebrations may weaken 
it. Good music "make[s] the 
liturgical prayers of the Chris-
tian community more alive and 
fervent so that everyone can 
praise and beseech the Triune 
God more powerfully, more 
intently and more effectively."
	 "In human life, signs 
and symbols occupy an impor-
tant place. As a being at once 
body and spirit, man expresses 
and perceives spiritual reali-
ties through physical signs and 
symbols. ..Inasmuch as they are 
creatures, these perceptible re-
alities can become means of ex-
pressing the action of God who 
sanctifies men, and the action of 
men who offer worship to God." 
This sacramental principle is the 
consistent belief of the Church 
throughout history. In Liturgy, 
we use words, gestures, signs, 

and symbols to proclaim Christ's 
presence and to reply with our 
worship and praise.
	 The primordial song 
of the Liturgy is the canticle of 
victory over sin and death. It is 
the Song of the saints, standing 
beside "the sea of glass": "They 
were holding God's harps, and 
they sang the song of Moses, 
the Servant of God, and the 
Song of the Lamb." "Liturgical 
singing is established in the 
midst of this great historical 
tension. For Israel, the event 
of salvation in the Red Sea will 
always be the main reason for 
praising God, the basic theme 
of the songs it sings before 
God. For Christians, the Resur-
rection of Christ is the true 
Exodus. . . . The definitively new 
song has been intoned. . . ."
	 The Paschal hymn, of 
course, does not cease when 
a liturgical celebration ends. 
Christ, whose praises we have 
sung, remains with us and 
leads us through church doors 
to the whole world, with its 
joys and hopes, griefs and 
anxieties. The words Jesus 
chose from the Book of Isaiah 
at the beginning of His ministry 
become the Song of the Body of 
Christ. "The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, / because He has 
anointed me / to bring glad tid-
ings to the poor. / He has sent 
me to proclaim liberty to / cap-
tives and recovery of sight to 
the blind, / to let the oppressed 
go free, / and to proclaim a 
year acceptable to the Lord."
	 Charity, justice, and 

evangelization are thus the 
normal consequences of liturgi-
cal celebration. Particularly 
inspired by sung participation, 
the body of the Word Incarnate 
goes forth to spread the Gospel 
with full force and compassion. 
In this way, the Church leads 
men and women "to the faith, 
freedom and peace of Christ 
by the example of its life and 
teaching, by the sacraments 
and other means of grace. Its 
aim is to open up for all men a 
free and sure path to full partic-
ipation in the Mystery of Christ.

Participation
	 Holy Mother Church 
clearly affirms the role within 
worship of the entire liturgi-
cal assembly (bishop, priest, 
deacon, acolytes, ministers of 
the Word, music leaders, choir, 
extraordinary ministers of Holy 
Communion, and the congre-
gation). Through grace, the 
liturgical assembly partakes in 
the life of the Blessed Trinity, 
which is itself a communion 
of love. In a perfect way, the 
Persons of the Trinity remain 
themselves even as they share 
all that they are. For our part, 
"we, though many, are one 
body in Christ and individu-
ally parts of one another."The 
Church urges all members 
of the liturgical assembly to 
receive this divine gift and to 
participate fully "depending on 
their orders land] their role in 
the liturgical services."
	 Within the gathered 
assembly, the role of the con-
gregation is especially impor-
tant. "The full and active par-
ticipation by all the people is 
the aim to be considered before 
all else, for it is the primary 
and indispensable source from 
which the faithful are to derive 
the true Christian spirit."
	 Participation in the 
Sacred Liturgy must be "inter-

nal, in the sense that by it the 
faithful join their mind to what 
they pronounce or hear, and 
cooperate with heavenly grace." 
Even when listening to the 
various prayers and readings of 
the Liturgy or to the singing of 
the choir, the assembly contin-
ues to participate actively as 
they "unite themselves interi-
orly to what the ministers or 
choir sing, so that by listening 
to them they may raise their 
minds to God."  
	 "In a culture which 
neither favours nor fosters 
meditative quiet, the art of 
interior listening is learned 
only with difficulty. Here we see 
how the liturgy, though it must 
always be properly inculturated, 
must also be counter-cultural."
	 Participation must also 
be external, so that internal 
participation can be expressed 
and reinforced by actions, ges-
tures, and bodily attitudes, and 
by the acclamations, responses, 
and singing. The quality of 
our participation in such sung 
praise comes less from our vo-
cal ability than from the desire 
of our hearts to sing together 
of our love for God. Participa-
tion in the Sacred Liturgy both 
expresses and strengthens the 
faith that is in us.
	 Our participation 
in the Liturgy is challenging. 
Sometimes, our voices do not 
correspond to the convictions 
of our hearts. At other times, 
we are distracted or preoccu-
pied by the cares of the world. 
Christ always invites us, how-
ever, to enter into song, to rise 
above our own preoccupations, 
and to give our entire selves to 
the hymn of his Paschal Sacri-
fice for the honour and glory of 
the Most Blessed Trinity.

Given by  Rev.  Fr. Ignatius L. 
Varnakulasingham 
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 I was really shocked when 
I heard the demise of my friend 
Priscilla Fernando. She was born 
on December 16, 1941. We studied 
at St. Mary’s Convent, Matara and 
were in the hostel. We had been 
great friends from our schooldays 
and associated with us were my 
cousin, Ranee Gunaratne, Ranee’s 
sister-in-law, Marie Samarasinghe 
who is living in England,Charmaine 
Altendorff, Florence Zilva and few 
others. My friendship with Priscilla 
continued till her death.
 She married her cousin 
and childhood sweetheart, Dunstan 
who lived in close proximity, two 
houses next to hers at Lake Road, 
Kalutara. They married on April 18, 
1968 after Dunstan completed his 
studies and were  blessed with two 
sons, both Peterites, eldest Shehan, 
is employed at Citibank and the 
youngest, Dishan at L.B. Finance.
They have three grand children.
 When school holidays were 
given, we used to travel by train to 
go home. I can still remember dur-
ing the April 1957 holidays, Dun-
stan was at Alutgama railway sta-
tion to receive Priscilla, both were 
about 15 years-old at that time. She 
used to narrate nice stories about 

their very longstanding love affair.
 Dunstan was an outstand-
ing sportsman and later became a 
sports administrator. He is an Engi-
neer and was employed at Sri Lan-
ka Telecom. Those days he used to 
travel frequently here and overseas 
for sports and department work, 
scholarships and seminars. Priscil-
la related how she looked after the 
children when Dunstan was away 
from home.
 Both are religious minded 
and participated in the activities of 
the parish. Priscilla’s brother was 
the late Rev. Fr. Solomon Fernando 
and Dunstan’s sister, Rev. Sister 
Jean Marie was a Good Shepherd 
nun who was in Rome for a long 

time and was at St. Bridget’s at the 
time of her death.
 Dunstan and Priscilla 
were very good friends from small 
days,they shared everything and 
there were no secrets between them. 
They discussed and planned every-
thing, She looked after Dunstan very 
well. Her last words to the children 
were to look after the father.
 I was fortunate to attend 
the funeral which was held on .Feb-
ruary 26, at. St.Philip Neri’s Church 
burial grounds, Katukurunda. 
There was a very large crowd in-
cluding Catholic priests, Ministers 
and Parliamentarians.
May she rest in Peace.

Leela Fernando,

Dear Rev. Fr,
 Apropos your article “Seth Sa-
rana organises North-South Dialogue,” 
on June 9, 2013 as a Tamil Catholic it 
was very heartwarming and reassur-
ing to read that Seth Sarana had taken 
up cudgels on behalf of the Tamil com-
munity in the North, particularly the 
intimidating presence of the Armed 
Services everywhere and the acquir-
ing of private land by the military in 
the form of a Buddhist cultural inva-
sion! 
 I am sure that most Tamil 
Catholics in the North will find this 
new  positive attitude of the Catho-
lic Church very heartening since the 
Church has been very lukewarm at 
best in the past in speaking out on be-
half of the Tamils.
   A.J.Pereira

Letters to the Editor ..... Letters to the Editor ..... 

The candles have blown out,
The �inal hymn has been sung,
The last farewells have been made,
And we are here to Thank and Praise God for your life 
on earth.

You were to me, an Uncle, A GodFather
And in a sense an adopted father, ever since my own fa-
ther died
One score years and seven ago.  

 Both you and Asoki Aunty shared with us our 
heart rending sorrows and you were there to offer us 
your solace and consolation. In the same way I still re-
member eight months ago to this very day, when God in 
his mercy deemed it fit to grant me silk and I conveyed 
this news to you. You screamed and shouted over the 
phone almost bursting my ear drums. That spontane-
ous  outpouring of joy came from the very depths of 
your heart. Distance and time were no barrier to your 
great love and affection. I know I will never find anoth-
er you. 
 In Asoki Aunty, you found a perfect life com-
panion. Yours was a love story that defied definition 
and transcended time. The example that both of you 
have set as husband and wife would be the lasting 

legacy left behind for oth-
ers to follow. Asoki Aunty 
will miss you much more 
than can be expressed in 
words but her great ac-
ceptance of the inevitable 
is indeed worthy of emu-
lation.
 
 Time will take 
away the edge of grief but 
memory turns back ev-
ery page, every leaf, and I 
thank God that I have such wonderful memories of you 
my dearest Godfather. I will always thank God when-
ever I think of you and when I pray for you, I will pray 
with joy. The deep joy of knowing such a wonderful 
man. 

Your great countenance,
Your bubbling smile,
Your love and affection are no more,
But I know you are with the Angels
In God’s loving embrace.

Shammil J. Perera

 Deacon Sachitha 
Udayanga Fernando, TOR 
will be ordained a priest 
for the TOR. Province of Ss. 
Joachim and Anna in Sicily, 
Italy. Rt. Rev. Dr. Calogero 
La Piana the Archbishop 
of Messina will ordain 
him on June 28, 2013 at 
5.30 pm at the Cathedral 
of Santha Maria Della Let-
tera in Messina, Italy. 
 Sachitha Fernan-
do was called to Religious 
Priestly Ministry at the 
age of 25 in the year 2005 
when he was employed in 
Bresia, Italy. Deacon Sa-
chitha is the second son 
of Mr. Mihindukulasuriya 
Arachchige John Gilbert 
Fernando and Mrs. Mihin-
dukulasuriya Grisilda Ree-
ta Concy Fernando Duwa, 
Negombo. He has his elder 
brother and two sisters. 
 Deacon Sachitha 
is an Old Boy of St. Mary’s 
College, Negombo and af-
ter his school carrier he 
became an active member 
in his Parish at Duwa un-
der the guidance of Rev. 

Frs. Sherard Jayawardana 
and Kingsley. He was a 
teacher at the Daham 
Pasala and a member of 
the Youth Association. 
 He had his Reli-
gious Formation under the 
TOR Franciscans of Sic-
ily Province. He made his 
First Profession in 2007 
and Solemn Profession in 
2011. 
 Very Rev. Fr. Mas-
simo Cucinotta, TOR the 
Minister Provincial ac-
cepted him to the Order. 
He completed his priestly 
formation, graduating in 
Philosophy and Theology 
from the Salecian Major 
Seminary, Messina, Italy. 
 His priest’s first 
Eucharistic Celebration 
will be held in Sri Lanka 
on September 8, 2013 at 
the Church of Our Lady of 
Good Voyage, Duwa, Ne-
gombo. 

Rev. Fr. Mark 
Fernando, TOR 
Minister Provincial

To you who went abroad
To find riches you went to a far off country
How can I show the sadness that I feel
Amma is looking to the far horizon
Expecting your arrival in to this beautiful land
Come home dear son, bring with you
Love, no riches I would require

         Turin Fernando 

Priestly Ordination of 
Deacon Sachitha 

A tribute to my Godfather Ralph Jayawardhana

 Rev. Fr. Philip 
Neri Fernando was the 
son of late Charles Hen-
ry Fernando and Mary 
Magdalene Fernando of 
Moratuwa. He was born 
in 1929 and died on 
May  3, 2005. He was the 
youngest son in a  family 
of six girls and four boys. 
He lost his father at a very 
young age and then the 
full responsibility of the 
young family fell upon 
the mother, who carried 
out all her duties towards 
the children to the best of 
her ability. 
 Young Philip 
Neri hand his entire education at St. Sebastian’s College 
Moratuwa. After the Senior School Certificate examina-
tion he entered the Papal Seminary, Ampitiya to prepare 
himself for the long cherished ambition to become a 
priest. He was ordained as a Missionary Apostolic priest 
in Kandy on June 21, 1952 He chose to serve the poor 
outside the Archdiocese and was appointed to the Chi-
law Diocese and worked there and fulfilled his mission 
as a secular priest until his death. 
 Fr. Philip Neri was a man of few words but full 
of action. His devotion and dedication to his pastoral 
duties was a symbol of his true priesthood, so much so 
that he rarely left this parish even to see his own family 
members in Moratuwa. The reply he gave, when ques-
tioned by one of his elder sisters was (in his own words) 
“How can I leave my flock and wine ?” Even in retire-
ment at the small village ehurch in Galmuruwa he never 
failed to offer Holy Mass everyday. 
 Fr. Philip Neri had a great talent for music from 
this young days. He was a singer, composer and an, or-
ganist. Though he did not take the vow of poverty as a 
secular priest, his motto in life was “To serve the poor-
est of the poor” and lived a life of poverty as a secular 
priest, always using his resources to assist the needy. 
The large turnout of the villagers, both Catholics and 
Non-Catholics, especially from the parish he last served, 
was ample testimony of his selfless sacrifices. May he be 
rewarded by the Lord he loved and served so faithfully. 

May his soul rest in peace 
A Family Member 

* Rev. Fr. Philip Neri Fernando

How to treat those who do us wrong 
 Your editorial of June 9,  2013 on the above title is highly 
commendable, and is a realistic insight to the problem that we face 
today.
 To many, as rightly said it has been just limited to mere 
words, that we hear day in and day out at sermons to pardon and 
forgive those who do wrong to us.
 Jesus Christ as you have said was a idealistic, and if I may 
add, was able to do it in his short span of life, but we who live for well 
over 50-60 years come  across so many instances of wrongs, injustice 
etc; in this a crimonious world of ours, and in our daily associations 
with people be it in office, workplaces, homes etc.  It is hence so dif-
ficult or unlikely and not practical to forgive the wrong doers.
 Your words of advice, and indepth analysis citing the reasons 
for those against us, is very true, and not thought of earlier, but with 
this explanation could give much consolation and relief.
 Your quote from St. Thomas More was also so inspiring, and 
I am sure would now give many comfort and solace and show the 
path of treating those who do us wrong.
 Well done Rev. Fr. Editor!

Duleep C.C.
Colombo.

    * Priscilla Fernando
Kind and gentle friend, mother and wife

A man of few words but many deeds

Mother and the Son on the 
day of the Ordination 

June 21, 1958
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LOOKING BACK AND LOOKING FORWARD
 April 23, 2013 was the 200th 
birth anniversary of Blessed Frederick 
Ozanam (1813), Founder of St. Vincent 
de Paul Society in 1833. So, this year it 
is 180 years since the founding of the 
SVP. Also, this year it will be 110 years 
since the SVP was started in Sri Lanka 
(1903).
 The bicentenary celebrations 
of Blessed Frederick Ozanam were 
held in Paris from 18th to 21st April 
this year, jointly organized by SVP Paris 
Council, National SVP Council of France 
and SVP International General Council. 
In his message for this occasion, Dr Mi-
chael Thio, President General of SVP 
International said that starting from 
its humble beginnings the SVP has 

Sabbath Day Programme by Catholic

The  programme  organised by the Ragama unit of the Catholic Students’ Movement, 
Colombo Region was held on May 24, 2013 at the Preclinical Auditorium of the Fac-
ulty of Medicine, Ragama. One hundred students representing six units (Moratuwa 
University, Sri Jayawardanapura University, Colombo University, Kelaniya University, 
Faculty  of Medicine – Colombo, Faculty of Medicine- Ragama) attended  the occasion. 
The guest lecture under the theme of “Holiness through faith” was delivered by the 
Chief Guest Rev.Fr. Anton Dinesh.  
 Rev. Fr. Saman Maximus, the Chaplain of CSM-Colombo Region presided at 
Holy Mass.  A friendship Cricket Tournament was played in the evening.
 Marius Suranjan

You had to be at the Oval to 
feel the electrical impulses 

going through one’s nervous 
system as Sri Lanka registered 
this magnificent victory in such 
style against Australia on Mon-
day night.
 On the heels of send-
ing home England in their own 
home, they made some of the 
Aussies take that long flight 
home to ‘down under’. If the 
deafening cheers that rever-
berated though the Oval was 
anything to go by, this victory 
seemed almost the crowning 
moment even though the tour-
nament had just started.
 To defeat England and 
Australia is no mean achieve-
ment. As my Dialog Cell Phone 
rang incessantly with calls from 
Colombo sensed the excitement 
over here at the Oval, and the 
excitement was palpable across 
the seas.
 Ever since the ‘calling’ 
of off spinner Muttiah Muralith-
eran on that acrimonious tour 
of Australia, a game between Sri 
Lanka and Australia brings out 

the cricketing devil in the Sri 
Lankan cricketers and as was 
on display at the Oval, it was no 
different.
 To get to the bottom 
line Sri Lanka scored a respect-
able 253 for 8 in 50 overs and 
Australia could not match up 
to this making  233 all out in 
42.3 overs. Jayewardene’s mag-
ic knock had 12 fours in just 
81balls.
 He just massacred the 
Aussie pace and spin attack. 
Giving him good support was 
Tillekeratne Dilshan 34 in 58 
balls with just one four. It was 
unlike Dilshan to knock because 
he likes to bash the bowlers 
around. Lahiru Thirimanne had 
solidity with 57 off 86 balls with 
4 fours and stylish right hander 
Dinesh Chandimal lashed 31 in 
32 balls with a four and a six.
 If there are stars to be 
selected then the galaxy be-
longed to that Lion Prince of Sri 
Lanka Cricket, Mahela Jayewar-
dene who  not only led the at-
tack with his unbeaten  and 
solid 84 that also saw him cross 

the career 11,000 run mark that 
made everyone doff their caps.
 He joined a select band 
of cricketers who had reached 
that milestone which also in-
cludes Sanath Jayasuriya and 
Kumar Sangakkara.
 Sangakkara who made 
merry againsst England failed 
for once. But his dismissal was 
not felt because all the other 
batsmen rallied with support-
ing knocks.
 “It felt really good to get 
11,000 runs in one-day cricket. 
But wining this was the icing on 
the cake. We are playing hard 
and passionate cricket, but we 
need to enjoy the cricket.
 ‘That has been the se-
cret of our success in the past 
and we hope to continue it in 
the future. Seniors have a re-
sponsibility and it is our job 
to help Captain Mathews out. 
That make us a happy team. We 
are looking forward to another 
tough match in the semi-final 
against India.
 “You could see how 
desperate I was today. I’ll always 

be desperate to win every game. 
It’s simple as that. It’s not about 
trophies or whatever – it’s just 
to win matches. So I’ll have that 
same passion and same des-
peration to win games, doesn’t 
matter if it’s a semi final or a fi-
nal or just any group game.
 “As long as I have that 

attitude and the rest of the 
boys, we’ll go a long way,” said 
an elated former Sri Lanka Cap-
tain  Mahela Jayewardene, who 
was easily the best the country 
has had. He is the darling of the 
media here.
 Kennington Oval, 

London,Tuesday.

You had to be at the Oval to know

eLMO RODRIGOPuLLe 
RePORTInG  FROM  enGLAnD

Jayewardene was the star

grown today to 70,000 Conferences in 
148 countries, with 780,000 members 
and 1.3 million volunteers, and assisting 
over 30 million people all over the world. 
Dr.Thio added that it would be fitting on 
this occasion to remember and mention 
the other early co-founders of the SVP, 
namely Emmanuel Bailley who was the 
first President, Francis Lallier who was 
Secretary, Jules Devaux, the Treasurer, 
Paul Lamache, Augustine de Taillandier 
and Felix Clave who, along with Freder-
ick Ozanam, made up the original group 
of seven. Interestingly, Frederick Ozan-
am did not want to hold any office in the 
newly formed movement but travelled 
far and wide promoting the idea and 
forming new groups in many places.

 On August  22, 1997, Frederick 
Ozanam was Beatified by Pope John Paul 
II in Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris after 
it was confirmed that a miracle had tak-
en place in his name. A Brazilian child, 
Fernando Luiz Benedito Ottoni had been 
miraculously cured of a serious illness, 
a malignant form of diphtheria, in 1926 
through the intercession of Frederick 
Ozanam to whom the parents of the 
child had prayed with great faith.
 In 1997, former SVP Interna-
tional President Amin A.de Tarrazi who 
is presently Co-ordinator of the Commis-
sion for Blessed Ozanam’s Canonization 
had invited Ottoni (then aged 75) to at-
tend the Beatification Ceremony in Paris 
but owing to his age and his delicate 

health, his doctor had advised him not to 
undertake a tiring journey to France. In-
stead, he had delegated his brother, Pro-
fessor Ignacio de Loyola Benedicto Ot-
toni to represent him and their family in 
Paris. In 2005, eight years after the Beati-
fication, Fernando Luiz Benedito Ottoni 
passed away at the age of 82.

Ainslie Joseph

Victory was a crowning mo-

Hate and Love,
Sin and Grace,
Be still and silent!
In the darkness, 
I see sins wages,
Nothing to see nor hear!

I am alone
I can no longer be like this
To meet you without obstacles,
In faith is true bliss!

I know your sufferings
Without coming near you
Without touching you,
I know you through and 
through!

“Life Becomes 
a Prayer” Can I fi ght 

against my 
weakness?

You created me 
in your likeness;
Your welcoming 

eyes seem 
to say

That I am 
your witness.

Rev. Sr. A Christina Lourdes
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Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Pope's Day
						    

What  it  says  .....   in  		        
the  Readings

I am the light of the world, says the Lord, anyone 
who follows me will have the light of life.  	 ( J n . 
14:6)

Liturgical  Calendar  Year  C 
 23rd June  

Sun:	 12th Sunday of Ordinary Time
	 Zec 12:10-11,13:1, Gal.3:26-29; 
	 Lk. 9:18-24
Mon: 	 Feast of the Nativity of St. John 		
the Baptist
	 Is 49:1-6; Ac 13:22-26; 
	 Lk 1: 57-66,80
Tue: 	 Gen 13:2,5-18; Mt. 7:6, 12-14
Wed: 	 Gen 15:1-12, 17,18; Mt. 7:15-20
Thu: 	 Memorial of St. Cyril of Alexandria Bishop 
& Doctor
	G en 16:1-12,15,16; Mt. 7: 21-29
Fri: 	 Memorial of St. Irenaeus, Bishop 		
& Martyr
	G en 17:1,9,10,15-22; Mt. 8:1-4
Sat: 	 Feast of SS Peter & Paul, Apostles
	 Ac 12:1-11; 2 Tim 4:6-8,17,18; 
	 Mt. 16:13-19
Sun:	 13th Sunday of Ordinary Time
	 1 Kgs 19:16b,19-21; Gal 5:1, 13-18; 		
Lk. 9:51-62

PRAYER of the Faithful

First Reading:
Zec. 12:10-11, 13:1.
	 The Lord through 
the Prophet promises 
great compassion and 
supplication in the hearts 
of those who witness the 
piercing of the Saviour. 
There will be a great 
mourning on that day.

Second Reading:
Gal. 3:26-29.
	 St. Paul tells the 
Galatians that they are 
all made one in Christ 
Jesus the Lord. Therefore 
they too are Abraham’s 
offspring and heirs.

Gospel. Lk.9:18-24.
	 Jesus questions 
the Apostles as to what 
others and they think of 
Him. Many think of Him as 
a great prophet who has 
re-appeared but Peter is 
sure that He is the Christ. 
Jesus requests them to 
keep it a secret. Then He 
makes known to them of 
the need for His suffering 
and death.

Reflection.
	 Today’s Readings 
highlights the life sacri-
fice of Jesus which made 
all of us one with Christ 
Our Lord. By His sacrifice 
we were all made one. 

Response:  Lord, take me to thy Sacred Heart.

	 For all Christians that: They may not only 
courageously proclaim their faith in Christ before 
the world but also strive to act accordingly. Lord, 
hear us. 
Response: Lord, take me to thy Sacred Heart.

	 For all politicians and people who are 
in the public eye: That they may not seek cheap 
popularity but strive to speak the truth and to act 
justly. Lord, hear us.
Response: Lord, take me to thy Sacred Heart.

	 For all those who suffer for their belief in 
Christ: That God may sustain them in their trials. 
Lord, hear us. 
Response:  Lord, take me to thy Sacred Heart.

	 That we may always strive to be ourselves 
and not to be unduly worried either by flattery or 
criticism. Lord, hear us. 
Response: Lord, take me to thy Sacred Heart.

There are no differences 
among us. Of this oneness 
the Second Reading says. 
“There is neither male 
nor female; all are one in 
Christ,” and in Christ we 
are Abraham’s offspring, 
heirs according to the 
promise.
	 It is this life 
sacrifice of Jesus which 
brought us to be one in 
Christ Our Lord. Though 
at the beginning this 
sacrifice seemed a defeat 
and a loss, this is it that 
was brought salvation and 
victory for all mankind. 
Hence this was considered 
the life giving sacrifice of 
Jesus. Therefore with it 
the prophetic message of 
the First Reading was ful-
filled. For in understand-
ing Jesus is the Messiah 
and that they have put 
Him to death, the people 
began to mourn and weep. 
And the prophetic mes-
sage was fulfilled; “I will 
pour out on the House of 
David and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem a spirit of 
compassion and supplica-
tion so that, when they 
look on Him whom they 
have pierced, they shall 
mourn for him, as one 
mourns for an only child. 
And weep bitterly over 
Him as one weeps over a 

first born. On that day the 
mourning in Jerusalem 
will be as great as the 
mourning for Haddarim-
mon in the Maggido.” 
	 The whole Jewish 
community mourned and 
wept over the death of 
Jesus for He was the Mes-
siah. Jesus was quite clear 
about His Messiahship. 
He wanted it to be known 
by the Apostles too. For 
He feared that people 
could misunderstand Him 
for a political figure or a 
king of this world. There-
fore He questioned the 
Apostles to know what 
the people thought about 
Him. Though they were 
wrong they had the idea 
of His mission. That is the 
reason why they thought 
of Him as an old prophet 
and not an old king who 
existed long ago.
	 Then it was nec-
essary for Him to know 
what the Apostle thought 
of Him to make sure that 
they had the right idea 
about Him. So He spoke 
about His suffering and 
death. His victory was 
through suffering and 
death and all those who 
wish to follow Him too 
have to accept suffering 
and death in their lives as 
the life giving way of God. 

Jesus is quite clear about 
it when He says, “If any 
man would come after me 
let Him deny himself and 
take up the daily cross and 
follow me, for whoever 
would save his life will 
lose it; and whoever loses 
his life for my sake, he will 
save it.”

Aid Story
	 When in 1804 
Napoleon proposed with 
pleasant words to Pius VII 
his unworthy plans for the 
Church, the Pope simply 
replied: “Comedian.”
“What,” exclaimed the 
Emperor, “me a come-
dian? This is the end of 
everything.” He furiously 
picked up from the table 
an artistic mosaic depict-
ing St. Peter’s Basilica and 
throwing it at the Pontiff ’s 
feet said, “Look old man, I 
will crush your kingdom 
just like that.”
	 The Pope got up 
just as impressive as he 
had entered and left the 
room saying only one 
word, “Tragedian.”
	 And Napoleon’s 
fate was a tragedy from 
then on. The old man still 
was living when Napoleon 
died on Saint Helena.

Rev. Fr. Ciswan De Croos

Nativity of John the 
Baptist 

June 24
	 As a rule the 
Church celebrates the 
day of a saint's death 
as his feast.   The rea-
son is that day marks 
his entrance into heav-
en. To this rule there 
are two notable excep-
tions: The birthdays 
of Blessed Mary and 
of St. John the Baptist. 
All the others are born 
into this world with original sin. But Mary already 
in the first moment of her existence, was free from 
original sin. John, however, was cleansed of the orig-
inal sin in the womb of his mother. This is the justifi-
cation for today's feast.
	 The Christmas season has for its object the 
mystery of God-become man, to which there is refer-
ence only now and then during the remaining part of 
the year. In a sense we are celebrating Christ's incarna-
tion. The birth of Jesus on December 25. The birth of his 
forerunner is celebrated six months earlier.

St. Augustine gives apt explaination
	 "For all other saints the final day of their lives, 

the day on  which they completed their earthly service 
is honoured. But, for John, the day of his birth, the day 
on which he began his mortal life is likewise sacred. The 
reason for this, of course, is that the Lord willed to an-
nounce to men His own coming through the Baptist, lest 
if He appeared suddenly, they would fail to recognise 
Him. John represented the Old Covenant and the Law. 
Therefore, he preceded the Redeemer, even as the law 
preceded and heralded the new dispensation of grace.
	 "Although he was not yet born at the time of 
Mary's visitation, he leaped in his mother's womb. His 
mission was made clear, even before he was born.   He 
was revealed as Christ's precursor; and when at last he 
received his name, his father's; tongue was loosened.   
Consider the symbolic significance what happened"

To ponder
	 "John is not a figure that we can forget now that 
Jesus the true light, has appeared. John is always rele-
vant because he calls for a preparation which all people 
need to make. Hence every year there are four weeks in 
the life of the Church in which it listens to the voice of 
the Baptist.  These are the weeks  of Advent.

St. Cyril of 
Alexandria, 

Bishop, Doctor -   
June 27

 (376 - 444)
	 St. Cyril of Alexandria's 
sworn enemy in the theologi-
cal area, during his time, was 
Nestoruis, who became the 
Archbishop of Constantinople 
in 428. His erroneous teaching was that Christ's human 
body was only the 'temple' of His Divine Spirit. This 
meant that Mary was the mother of Christ's human per-
son only.   So she could be addressed as "Christ-bearer" 
and not "God-bearer" "Theotokos."
	 Cyril had intuitively smelt the error and its 
danger.   He realised how this teaching undermined the 
doctrines of the incarnation and redemption.  When he 
referred the dilemma to Rome,  Pope Celestisne I upheld 
Cyril's refutation.  Nestorius when asked to retract, re-

fused. Cyril convened the council of Ephesus. Nestorius 
refused to attend the Council.  So he was condemned and 
exiled. From exile he sent potshots: "I was summoneld 
by Cyril, who assembled the council. Who presided? 
Cyril. Who was the judge? Cyril. Who was the accuser? 
Cyril. Who was the  Bishop of Rome? Cyril. Cyril, Cyril ! 
was everything."
	 Cyril honestly felt that nobody had any right 
to tamper with the  vital  doctrine. He saw how central 
the Theotokos definition was to the whole structure of 
orthodox faith. If Mary was denied the motherhood of 
God, then Christ could not be said to be true God and 
true Man. In brief, when Nestorius  held "two persons"  
theory for Christ, Cyril defended as Catholic orthodox 
teaching "one person, two na-
tures."

St. Irenaeus - 
Bishop (Martyr)

June 28  (125 - 202)

	 During the time of 
Irenaeus,  Gnostic heresy was 
making inroads into the Catholic faith. Its chief tenet 
was that the world was under the spell of angelic beings, 
good and evil. God remained aloof  from it. This contra-
dicted the doctrine of Incarnation. Irenaeus taught that 
God is the mover of everything, even though He  cannot 
be seen  with bodily eyes.   Another was also a heresy 
prevalent in his  time. Claiming access to secret knowl-
edge imparted by Jesus to a chosen few, this false teach-
ing was creating confusion. Irenaeus showed to what 
conclusions their tenets led. He contrasted these errors 
with the teaching of the Apostles and Holy Scripture. He 
has given in five books, a system of theology of great im-
portance. How he met with his death is unclear.
	 One of his writings he is known as "the Father 
of the Dogma."  In the Easter controversies between the 
Asiatic bishops  and Pope Victor I, Irenaeus took the role 
of a meditator and a peace-maker. It was simply about 
the date. Irenaeus argued with  the Pope that this was 
not a matter on which the Church should be divided and 
thus averted a schism.
	 "The glory of God is man fully alive; 
the life of man is the Vision of God."  
				             St. Irenaeus.
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 Children of five Sunday Schools from the Katuneriya Parish recently participat-
ed in a workshop on 'Communication and Enhanced Writing Skill techniques', conducted 
for students above Grade 9 at St.Sebastian's Parish Hall by Kumara Nayanajith, Asst. Edi-
tor Gnarathapradeepaya  and Lama Pradeepaya. Ample encouragement was provided 
by Parish Priest of the Church, Rev. Fr. Sunil Wijesinghe together with assistant Rev. Fr. 
Emalka Peries and the senior school staff. 

Ashila Fernando

 Roshell Nathasha Askey of 
Ave Maria Convent, Negombo was 
ranked 13th at the World School 
Chess Championship, 2013 held in 
Greece from May 6 to 15. 
 Her achievement is com-
mendable since 45 countrles 
participated and her ranking was 
from a total of 600 competitors. The 
event was conducted by the World 
Chess Federation.

Negombo Correspondent

'Enhanced Writing Skills' Workshop 
at Katuneriya

World School Chess 
Championships, 2013 

Halkidiki, Greece

Students of Our Lady of Lourdes' 
Maha Vidiyalaya, Nattandiya, 
conducted the Month of  May 
procession recently under the 
guidance of the principal Chamli 
Kulakulasuriya. Rev. Sr. Dilpa to-
gether with staff, ensured enthu-
siastic participation. The proces-
sion concluded with recitation of 
the Rosary followed by Holy Mass 
celebrated by Asst. Parish Priest 
Rev. Fr. Nimantha Prageeth. 

Shriyangani Felicia

Month of May 
at Nattandiya 

Parish

The children of St. Mary's Pre-School, Uswetakeiyawa celebrated the birthday of Parish 
Priest, Rev. Fr. Ivan Pietersz with an unforgettable and unique procession with each 
child carrying a  small boquet of flowers as felicitations. 

Benjamin Kirihetti

Pre-School Birthday Boquets

The children of Unit 4 of Tewatta Road belonging to the Parish of Ss. Peter & Paul Church, 
Ragama have begun reciting the Rosary collectively, following in the footsteps of the el-
ders. The childrens recital is on Saturday while the adults do so on Wednesday. While 
inviting you to join, we pray that the children will be guided to persevere in this excellent 
traditional endeavour, from within this computerized society we live in today. 

Merryl  Rajapaksa.

Children's Rosary at Ragama

A programme on Leadership Training for the children belonging to the Parish of the 
125 year old Church of St. Anthony at Batagama, organized by Parish Priest, Rev. Fr. 
Nishan Vilathgamuwa will be held after morning Mass today. It will be conducted by 
Asst. Editor of the Gnarathapradeepaya, Kumara Nayanajith.

Leadership Training Programme at Batagama
 The Pre-School students of St. Bernadette's held an exhibition of their products 
at the school hall recently.  Organized by the Principal, Rev. Sr. Mary Rita with the assi-
tance of the teachers  and parents, it was declared open by Rev. Sr. Mary Thanuja of the 
Beruwela Convent.                                                                                               D. Anselm Fernando

St. Bernadette's Pre-School, Diyalagoda
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(..... from last fortnight)

(contd next week.....)

Courtesy : 
Ceylon Bible Society Publications



 
The seventh in a series of popular 
Bible stories with Scriptures taken 
from Today's Version of the Bible.

Jesus related this story to teach us that 
God loves us very much and that He 
will forgive anyone who repents and 
asks forgiveness.

Jesus started to relate this story in the 
following manner. 

A man had two sons. One day the 
younger son said to his father, "Father 
I want my share of your wealth which 
you intend to give me."

The father then divided his wealth be-
tween his two sons.

After a short time the younger son took 
all the wealth he had received from his 
father and went to a far country.

He enjoyed himself and wasted all his 
wealth.

There was a great 
famine in that coun-
try and the younger 
son had to remain 
hungry.

The only job he 
found was to look 
after pigs. No one 
gave him any food 
and he was very 
hungry, so he ate 
the food that was 
thrown to the pigs.

Then he started 
to think that he 
should go back to 
his father, "I shall 
go home again and 
ask my father to 
forgive me for what 
I have done."

As the younger son 
was going towards his home, his fa-
ther saw him, rushed to him and em-
braced him.

The father forgave his son and or-
dered his servants to prepare a great 
feast for his son.

The Lost Son
(Luke 15:11-24) 

 Jesus once related 
a story about a man who 
had two sons. The younger 
one said to his father, "Fa-
ther, give me my share of 
the property now." So the 
man divided his property 
between his two sons. After 
a few days the younger son 
sold his share of the prop-
erty and left home with the 
money. He went to a country 
far away, where he wasted 
his money in reckless living. 
He spent everything he had. 
Then a severe famine spread 
over that country, and he 
was left without a thing. So 
he went to work for one of  
the citizens of that country, 
who sent him out to his farm 
to take care of the pigs. He 
wished he could fill himself 
with the bean pods that the 
pigs ate, since no one gave him any-
thing to eat. At last he came to his 
senses and began to think. All 
my father’s paid workers have more 
than they can eat, and here I am 

about to starve! I will get up and 
go to my father and say, “Father, 
I have sinned against God and 
against you. I am no longer fit 
to be called your son; treat me 
as one of your paid workers.” So 
he got up and started back to his 
father. 
 He was still a long way from 
home when his father saw him; 
his heart was filled with pity, 
and he ran, threw his arms 
around his son, and kissed him. 
"Father," the son said, "I have 
sinned against God and against 
you. I am no longer fit to be 
called your son." But the father 
called to his servants. "Hurry!" 
he said. "Bring the best robe and 
put it on him. Put a ring on his 

finger and shoes on his feet. Then go 
and get the prize calf and kill it, and 

let us celebrate with a feast! For this 
son of mine was dead, but now he 
is alive; he was lost, but now he has 
been found."
 And so the feasting began.

Stories from the Bible
The Lost Son

Courtesy :  Ceylon Bible Society Publications
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QUESTIONS
 

1. THE CHURCH AND CHURCH TEACHINGS

Sin 
101. What is sin? 

102. How are sins classified? 

103. In how many ways may actual sin be committed? 

104. What is original sin?

105. How did the sin of Adam and Eve become the sin of all their  
          descendants?

106. What is actual sin?

107. What is a mortal or grave sin?

108. What conditions are necessary to make a sin mortal? 

109. Why is a grave sin called mortal?

110. What is venial sin?

111. When can a sin not be forgiven?

112. When does a person sin by sacrilege? 

113. What can sin lead us to?

114. What are the seven capital sins?

115. Why does evil exist in the world?

116. Why does God permit evil? 

117. What is human freedom?

118. Does every human being have the right to 
          exercise his/her freedom?

119. Does human freedom give a person the right to say 
          or do anything he/she wishes?

120. What can diminish or nullify the responsibility of an action? 

QUIZ
On Catholic Themes

(contd next week.....) ANSWERS 

I. THE CHURCH AND CHURCH TEACHINGS 

Sin

101.   Sin is an utterance, an act or a desire that violates divine will or the moral code.

102.   Original sin and actual sin; actual sin is sub-divided into mortal and venial.

103.   By commission (wilfully doing things forbidden) and mission. 
            (wilfully neglecting things commanded)

104.   Original sin is the deprivation of original holiness because human nature was wounded by 
            the first sin committed by Adam and Eve. As children of Adam and Eve we have inherited  
            this sin from our first parents. 

105.   Adam and Eve committed a personal sin; but this sin affected their human nature that they  
            would then transmit in a ‘fallen state’ to all human beings who are their descendants. 
            It is a sin ‘contracted’ not committed - a state and not an act. The transmission of the 
           original  sin is a mystery which we cannot fully understand. 

106.   Any wilful thought, word, deed, or omission contrary to the Law of God. 

107.   A grievous offence against the Law of God. 

108.   A grievous matter, sufficient knowledge, and full consent of the will. 

109.   Because it deprives us of divine life, which is sanctifying grace and brings everlasting 
            death and damnation on the soul. 

110.   A sin when it lacks in seriousness and any one of the three factors; the object, 
            full knowledge and full consent of the will. 

111.   When someone refuses to accept the Mercy of God by repenting, rejects the forgiveness of 
           his/her sins and the salvation offered by the Holy Spirit. 

112.   When he/she mistreats sacred persons, places or things.

113.   Sin can lead to other sins and can lead to vices by the repetition of the same acts. 

114.    Pride, avarice, envy, wrath, lust, gluttony and sloth. 

115.   Evil exists in the world as a result of the activity of Satan and his followers who act out of 
            hatred for God and His Kingdom. 

116.   God permits evil because he respects the freedom of His creatures and mysteriously 
            derives good from it. 

117.   Human freedom is the power to choose to perform or not to perform deliberate actions on 
            one’s own responsibility. 

118.   Yes. The right to exercise freedom is an inalienable requirement of the dignity of the 
            human being especially in moral and religious matters. 

119.   No, because a human being must always act within the framework of moral law. 
           Freedom and responsibility must go together. 

120.   Ignorance, duress, fear and other psychological and social factors.
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"Money has to serve, not to rule! The Pope loves everyone, rich and poor alike, but the Pope has the duty, 
in Christ's name, to remind the rich to help the poor, to respect them and to promote them"                                         

 His Holiness, Pope Francis

(..... from last fortnight)

	 The presence of evil in this 
world is a fact which has at all times 
taxed men’s minds; so much so, indeed, 
that on this account many have turned 
away scandalised from God, or found it 
an inseparable obstacle to belief in His 
existence. Even Catholics at times seem 
to feel it as a shadow on God’s goodness, 
a skeleton, as it were, in the cupboard; 
with the result that the suppressed 
doubts and uncertainty which accompa-
ny such an unrationalised fear produce a 
kind of creeping paralysis of faith. To es-
cape such doubts a clear understanding 
of the force of the difficulty is required, 
and the first step to such an understand-
ing lies in a correct statement of the 
problem. Half the difficulty, indeed, is 
caused by vague or incorrect statements 
which do not admit of an answer or con-
fuse several quite distinct questions, or 
leave the mind a prey to uncertainty. 
	 The simple and correct state-
ment of the question - at stake, then, is: 
Why does God permit suffering, men-
tal and physical, and the moral evil of 
sin in this world which He has created 
and governs? As seen from this state-
ment, there are two kinds of evil, pain, 

whether physical or mental, and sin. God 
permits both: He does not cause them 
directly: never, certainly, sin - and as a 
rule not even pain. There is no reason 
why He should not cause pain for a good 
purpose - and obviously God will always 
have the best of purposes - but usually 
the pain we see around us comes from 
causes other than God, from natural sec-
ondary causes and the will of man. It will 
be noticed that the problem presuppos-
es the existence of God - and rightly so. 
There is no problem if there is no God; 
and evil has nothing to do with the ques-
tion of God’s existence; as well might we 
oppose the fact of free will to the equally 
certain fact of God’s Omnipotent Will. 
	 It is thoroughly misleading, 
therefore, to state the problem as if it 
were a choice between two dubious as-
sertions or facts, God exists, evil exists, 
one of which must be false if the other is 
true. Yet this is so common a delusion that 
the falsity of any dilemma must always 
be carefully pointed out. It is responsible 
for much of the distress of mind aroused 
by the Problem and it is responsible for 
many false theories. For not unnaturally 
we find, given this false start, that some 

have re-
jected God 
and joined 
the Athe-
ist or Pes-
simist fra-
ternity; or 
else they 
have tried 

to compromise by thinning down the 
notion of God to that of a Finite Person, 
superior indeed to man but subject to 
some higher power. In this latter hy-
pothesis room is left for much variety  
of opinion as to the precise nature both 
of the Finite God and of the mysterious 
power behind Him. One view sets good 
and evil over against each other as active 
principles constantly at war, with the 
universe as their battling ground. An-
other against all evidence would spirit 
away evil as an illusion, or, less extrava-
gantly, declare without qualification that 
this is the best of all possible worlds. 
Akin to this latter view are Idealists and 
Pantheists, who are forced to make evil a 
mere appearance or necessary factor in 
God’s expression of Himself, a discord, 
ugly by itself, but contributing beauty to 
the theme as a whole.             

Martin C. D'Arcy. S. J., M.A.

The Problem of Evil 8 Deadly Sins
	 The monastic teacher Evagrius 
Pontus spoke of eight ‘generic thoughts’ 
in which every thought is contained. 
These he named as gluttony, fornica-
tion, love of money, depression, anger, 
listlessness, vainglory and pride. These 
were to become the seven deadly sins 
of Christian tradition, written about by 
Chaucer, Dante, John of the Cross, and 
many others, and still informing popu-
lar culture today. Gregory the Great and 
Thomas Aquinas combine the idea of 
eight with the tradition of seven by re-
garding pride as a ‘super sin’, the root 
of the other seven. Evagrius immedi-
ately adds this important observation:  
"Whether these thoughts come to dis-
turb the soul or not is not something we 
can control; but whether they linger or 
not, and whether they arouse passions 
or not, that is subject to our control." 

Vivian Boland, OP
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