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WORLD DAY OF 
PRAYER FOR 

VOCATION

“Gleaned from 
the classics”

Homines dum docent 
disant

(from Seneca)
Even while they 

teach, men learn.

By Johannus

Feast: 29th April 2012

St. Joseph, the Patron Saint of Workers, pray for us.

His Eminence, the Archbishop of 
Colombo has requested me to 

inform you, that from the First Sunday 
in Easter, the Mass in English valid for 
Sunday, is the new translation that has 
been approved by the Congregation for 
Divine Worship and the Discipline of the 
Sacraments, recently. 

 This new Missal is now available 
in Book Stores and the Ordo Missae is 
available at the Archdiocesan Library. 
 The Rite of the former English 
language Mass is not to be celebrated 
hereafter. 

Rev. Fr. Jude Samantha Fernando 
Secretary - Administration.

His Eminence 
Malcolm Cardinal 

Ranjith presiding at the 
Sacerdotal Ordination of 
the Archdiocese of 
Colombo, at St. Lucia’s 
Cathedral, Kotahena, 
last Saturday, told the 
newly ordained priests 
that the priestly “yes” is 

A large gathering of the faithful was present to 
witness the annual Passion Play at the Basilica 

Grounds of Our Lady of Lanka, Tewatta.
 A rare feature of the Passion Play  was that one 
of the participants played the role of Jesus Christ up to 
the point of being  hanged on the Cross, for one hour.

H.A. Caldera

An hour with Christ

 We regret to inform our readers that due to 
the high cost of printing, we have no option but to in-
crease the price of the Catholic Messenger, to Rs. 25/= 
from May 6, 2012.

 Director
Colombo Catholic Press.

Vatican City, (VIS) - The 
Catholic news agency 
Fides has reported that 
22,104 people were 
baptised in China on 
Easter Sunday. The 
statistics were collected 
by the Study Centre of 
Faith in the Chinese 
province of He Bei. The 
newly-baptised Catholics, 
75 per cent of whom are 
adults, belong to 101 
dioceses. In He Bei itself 
4,410 people were 
baptised on Easter Day, 
615 more than last year, 
while in Hong Kong, 
which has more than 
360,000 faithful, there 
were 3,500 baptisms. 

Over 22,000 
Baptisms 

in China on 
Easter Sunday

the means through 
which the work of 
sanctification of the 
world will be completed.
 “Like Mary whose 
“�iat” became the means 
through which God 
entered history and 
redeemed humanity 
through Jesus. So too the 

priestly “yes” is the means 
through which the work of 
sanctification of the world 
will be completed,” the 
Cardinal said.
  “The priest 
becomes the locus of 
God’s sanctifying mission,” 
the Cardinal told the large 
gathering of clergy, 

religious and laity present 
at the Kotahena Cathedral 
where eight Deacons of 
the Archdiocese and one 
Cistercian Brother were 
ordained as priests.
 The Cardinal 
presided at the Ordination 
ceremony together with 
Auxiliary Bishops, Their 

Lordships, Rt. Rev. Dr. 
Emmanuel Fernando and 
Rt. Rev. Dr. Maxwell Silva 
and Archbishops Emeriti, 
Their Grace, Most Rev. Dr. 
Nicholas Marcus Fernando 
and Most Rev. Dr. Oswald 
Gomis. 
 Quoting the 
Second Vatican Council’s 

decree on the Ministry 
and Life of the Priests, 
Presbyterorum Ordinis, His 
Eminence told the fresh 
faces of the Archdiocese, 
“The threefold task, that of 
being Prophet, Priest and 
King, which are 
components of Christ’s 

New English Translation

The annual Bible rally unique 
to the Diocese of Kurunegala 
was held this time at Sathpah-
ana Hall Kuliyapitiya on April  
21, 2012, under the patronage 
of His Lordship, Rt. Rev. Dr. 
Harold Anthony Perera, the 
Bishop of Kurunegala, with 
the participation of the Bishop 
Emeritus, Rt. Rev. Dr. Ray-
mond Peiris, Vicar General, 
Very Rev. Fr. Austin Marcus 
Fernando, Episcopal Vicar 
and National Director for Cat-
echetics and Bible Apostolate, 
Very Rev. Fr. Piyal Janaka 
Fernando, together with many 

priests and lay persons. It was organised by the Diocesan Bible 
Apostolate Committee.

Shanaka Chrishantha Muhandiram

NEW  PRICE

Bible Rally Unique to Kurunegala Diocese

PG 2

PiC: Sunil T. Fernando 
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First Holy Eucharist
 

 Newly ordained priest Rev. Fr. Dulip Kamal Sa-
marathunga presided at his first Holy Mass at St. Mary's 
Church, Nayakakanda,  Hendala on April 22nd (Sunday). 
Here Fr. Dulip Kamal is being conducted to the Church 
after being welcomed by the parishioners, Rev. Fr. Ma-
hendra Gunathilaka  Parish Priest, Nayakanda. Mr and 
Mrs. Julian Samarathunga, parents of Fr. Dulip are also 
in the picture.   -   NImal Perera

"The Resurrection of 
the Messiah"

 Aquinas University College will begin its 
third short course titled, "The  Resurrection of the 
Messiah," in the series of short courses conducted 
by the Faculty of Theology.
 The duration of the course is eleven consec-
utive Thursdays, beginning May 3, 2012, from 4.00 
to 6.15 p.m. The medium of instruction is English. A 
minimum course fee of Rs. 500/- will be changed.
 For  further details contact the Dean 
of the Faculty of Theology on (Mobile) 071-
7693519; Email:asaman_7@hotmail.com or 
Secretary Theology, on (Mobile) 071-6169375; 
Email:aquinastheology@hotmail.com

"My task is over and 
I come to you O' Lord"

 His Eminence Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith, pre-
sided at the funeral  service of Herman Theodore Steur, 
founder of the Holland Sri Lanka Family Help Pro-
gramme.
 The late Herman Steur, a national of  Holland, 
lived in Sri Lanka, dedicating his whole life in the service 
of the poorest of the poor in the Pamunugama  area.
 His funeral took place on April 9, 2012 at the 
Pamunugama cemetery, according to his wishes. Mr. 
Steur began his mission of mercy at Pamunugama many 
years ago.
 A large gathering of clergy and religious was 
present to pay their respects. His Grace, Archbishop 
Emeritus, Most Rev. Dr. Nicholas Marcus Fernando, 
Their Lordships, Rt. Rev. Dr. Norbert Andradi and Auxil-
iary Bishop, Rt. Rev. Dr. Emmanuel Fernando were also 
present.
 Rev. Fr. Lucien Dep who was associated with 
the late Herman Steur in his work delivered the homily 
at the funeral.

Pic & text: D.N.B. Kirihetti

Washing of the feet 

Rev. Fr. Ranjan Silva, the Parish Priest of St. John the 
Baptist Church, Nagoda, Kandana, performs the 'wash-
ing the feet' on Maundy Thursday, 2012.

Tom De Silva

Rev. Bro. Chaminda Fer-
nando, sss, hails from the 
Diocese of Chilaw. He was 
educated at St. Anthony’s 
Maha Vidyalaya, Thodu-
wawa and began his Aspi-
rancy at the Congregation 
of the Blessed Sacrament 
at Havelock Town, in 2001. 
He entered the Novitiate 
at Halgashena in 2003 and 
the National Seminary, 
Ampitiya, Kandy, where he 
obtained a Bachelors De-
grees, both in philosophi-
cal and theological studies. 
He followed his Perpetual 

Two new priests for the 
Blessed Sacrament Community

President SLCSMI  pays a 
courtesy call on His Lordship, 

Maxwell Silva

 The picture shows Mr. Aloy Jayawardene Presi-
dent SLCSMI, presenting a memento to Rt. Rev. Dr. Max-
well Silva, Auxiliary Bishop of Colombo. With him are 
Mr. Nandadasa Rajapakse, Past President of the Cham-
ber and Chairman, DSI Group and Mr. Luvi Siemon, Vice 
President of the Chamber and Managing Director, Im-
pressions Labels Lanka (Pvt) Ltd. 
 Mr. Jayewardene had been a close associate of 
the newly appointed Bishop during the time he served 
the Parishes of Mabole and Kerawalapitiya.own mission, from today onwards would become your 

own.  “As you receive the seal of the Holy Spirit and are 
anointed priests of the Lord, the High Priest of the Order 
of Melchizedek, it is important that you reflect on the 
value and dignity of the gifts you are receiving and the 
demands of the mission you are being asked to respond 
to, in the years to come," the Cardinal Moserved.
 “The Lord does not want you so much to do 
great things or even miracles as much as He just wants 
you to allow Him to do what He wishes with your life. 
The Gospel clearly states that He chose his disciples so 
that, not they, but He may make them “fishers of men” 
[Mk.1:17].
 “In this way, the priest is not just a man of God – 
he is the visible manifestation of Jesus – the Alter Chris-
tus – at least that is what he has to become,” the Cardinal 
said quoting St. John Mary Vianney, the Curé of Ars.
 Quoting Pope Benedict XVI who said, “At the 
centre of the ordination to the priesthood is the very an-
cient rite of the imposition of hands, with which Christ 
says ‘you belong to me’,  the Cardinal observed that this 
belonging to Christ also means being totally identified 
with Him even on the Cross.
 As a final word of encouragement to the young 
shepherds, the Cardinal called them to, “gather together 
all the sacrifices you make in carrying out your sanctify-
ing, teaching and shepherding mission in the imitation 
of Christ and join them to the Eucharist and the sacra-
ments you celebrate each day so that your life may be 
pleasing to God and you become the subject of his re-
deeming action.”

(Excerpts taken from Archdiocesan website)

Vow preparations in the 
Philippines and was or-
dained a Deacon on No-
vember 24 2011, following 
which he practiced his dia-
conal ministries both at St. 
Thomas’ Church, Matale 
and St. Anthony’s Church, 
Alagollawa.  He will be or-
dained by His Lordship, Rt. 
Rev. Dr. Raymond Wickra-
masinghe, Bishop of Galle, 
on Saturday, May 5, 2012 
at St. Philip Neri’s Church, 
Pettah at 10.00 a.m. He 
will offer his First Parish 
Holy Eucharist on Sunday, 
May 13, 2012 at 7.30 am 
at St. Anthony’s Church, 
Thoduwawa.

Rev. Bro. Aruna Laksiri, 
sss, is from the Archdio-
cese of Colombo. Hav-
ing had his schooling at 
Sri Siddartha Vidyalaya, 
Boralugoda and St. John 
Bosco College, Hanwella 

respectively, he began his 
Aspirancy at the Congre-
gation of the Blessed Sac-
rament at Havelock Town 
in 2001. In 2003 he en-
tered the Novitiate at Hal-
gashena and then obtained 
his Bachelor's Degrees in 
philosophical and theo-
logical studies at the Na-
tional Seminary,  Ampitiya, 
Kandy. The preparation for 
his final vows took place in 
the Philippines last year. 
On November 24th 2011 

he was ordained a Deacon. 
He practiced his diaconal 
ministries both at Our 
Lady of the Holy Rosary 
Church, Bandirippuwa and 
St. Philip Neri’s Church, 
Pettah. He will be ordained 
by His Lordship, Rt. Rev. 
Dr. Raymond Wickramas-
inghe, Bishop of Galle, on 
Saturday May 5, 2012 at 
St. Philip Neri’s Church, 
Pettah at 10.00 a.m. and 
offer his First Parish Holy 
Eucharist on Sunday, May 
6, 2012 at 8.30 a.m at 
St. Sebastian”s  Church, 
Mawalgama, Waga.
 We offer our con-
gratulations and prayerful 
wishes to them!

Rev. Fr. Justin Chawkan, sss
St. Philip Neri’s Church, 

Pettah

Cardinal draws....
Contd. from Pg. 1
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Newly  ordaiNed Priests - (assistaNt Parish Priests)
1 Rev. Fr. S.G.K.D.Dulip Kamal Priyashantha - Kalamulla
2 Rev. Fr. S.Kasun Ishara Fernando  - Rawatawatta
3 Rev. Fr. Gihan Sheno Lakshan Silva  - Kotte
4 Rev. Fr. Dinesh Prashan Appuhamy  - Weliweriya
5 Rev. Fr. Dinush Gayan Winston   - Dalugama
6 Rev. Fr. Anton Sudharaka Weerasinghe  - Tewatta
7 Rev. Fr. Asitha Niranjana Fernando  - Nittambuwa
8 Rev. Fr. Samidu Pathum Janitha Fernando - Grand Street

ASSISTANT PARISH PRIESTS 
1 Rev. Fr. Gayan Prasantha Perera   - Pallansena
2 Rev. Fr. Pradeep Chaminda Perera - Talahena (Quasi - Parish) 
3 Rev. Fr. Prasanna Christopher Perera  - Sea-street
4 Rev. Fr. C. Dilran Peiris    - Sea-street
5 Rev. Fr. K.D.Jude Suresh Rangana  - Kattuwa
6 Rev. Fr. Wasantha Prasanna   - Seeduwa
7 Rev. Fr. Sumith Kumar Fernando  - Thoppuwa
8 Rev. Fr. Terrence Prasanga Viraj   - Dehiyagatha
9 Rev. Fr. Suranga Niroshan Fonseka  - Halpe
10 Rev. Fr. Rasika Lawrence de Silva  - Pamunugama
11 Rev. Fr. Priyanal Asantha Fernando - Kanuwana 
12 Rev. Fr. H.Jude Nuwan Buddika  - Hapugoda 
13 Rev. Fr. Malcolm Edward Candappa - Nayakakanda  
14 Rev. Fr. H.D.Nalin Suraja   - Ragama
15 Rev. Fr. Deshan Lasantha Perera  - Ragama
16 Rev. Fr. Nilantha Ediriwikrama  - Kelaniya 
17 Rev. Fr. Sisira Samarakoon   - Ragama
18 Rev. Fr. Nihal Ranathunge   - Kirimatiagara
19 Rev. Fr. Indunil Sampath Perera  - Kotahena
20 Rev. Fr. Pradeep Manawadu   - Dehiwala
21 Rev. Fr. Ruwantha Kumara Fernando - Pannipitiya
22 Rev. Fr. Dinesh Keerthisinghe   - Talangama
23 Rev. Fr. Augustine Fernandopulle  - Avissawella
24 Rev. Fr. Prasad Indika Perera   - Weliwita
25 Rev. Fr. Chrishan Jayashantha Fernando- Wattala 

PARISH PRIESTS 
1  Rev. Fr. M. Wilfred Pinto  - Periyamulla
2  Rev. Fr. Leo Camillus Hettiarachchi  - St.Peter’s - Negombo
3  Rev. Fr. Sarath Nimal Abeysiriwardane  - Pitipana
4  Rev. Fr. Terrence Bodiyabaduge  - Sea-street, Negombo
5  Rev. Fr. K.D.A.Sujeewa Athukorale  - Bolawalana 
6  Rev. Fr. Ruban Leslie Silva   - Liyanagemulla
7  Rev. Fr. S.N.Shelton Dias   - Duwa 
8  Rev. Fr. Peter Subaraj    - Thoppuwa 
9  Rev. Fr. M.A.H.N. Hishantha Perera  - Dehiyagatha 
10  Rev. Fr. LesterJoseph Nonis (Regional Cor.) - Kanuwana
11 Rev. Fr. Bernard Reyhart   - Bollate
12 Rev. Fr. B.D. Anton Premalal   - Seeduwa 
13 Rev. Fr. Anton Jayananda Fernando  - Wewala 
14 Rev. Fr. H.D.Basii Wickramasinghe  - Wattala  
15 Rev. Fr. Prasanna Rohan   - Enderamulla 
16 Rev. Fr. Anton Eumal P. Perera  - Mabola 
17 Rev. Fr. Jude Raj Fernando   - Balagala (new Parish) 
18 Rev. Fr. B.A.Shiran    - Mattumagala
19 Rev. Fr. Roshan Prasad Fernando - Kerawalapitiya (New parish) 
20 Rev. Fr. Ciswan de Croos   - Kotahena
21 Rev. Fr. Anthony Marcelliar OMI  - New Chetty Street
22 Rev. Fr. Dinesh P.Fernando Or.)  - St.John’s, Mutwal
23 Rev. Fr. Raj Patrick Silva   - St. Andrew’s, Mutwal
24 Rev. Fr. K.J.F .Noel Dias   - Mt.Lavinia
25 Rev. Fr. Jude Chrishantha Fernando  - Kolonnawa
26 Rev. Fr. D.D.Jude Nicholas   - Maharagama
27 Rev. Fr. D.A.D.Geethaly Annesly  - Sapugaskanda (Acting PP) 
28 Rev. Fr. Ronnie Pontius Perera   - Talangama
29 Rev. Fr. Eric Madurawela TOR   - Koralawella 
30 Rev. Fr. M.H.D.Sisira Priyashantha  - Panadura
31 Rev. Fr. Suran Attidiya   - Kalutara
32 Rev. Fr. Jude Suraj Fonseka   - Wadduwa
33 Rev. Fr. K.D. Ishan Prameena   - Maggona
34 Rev. Fr. Chaminda Roshan   - Beruwala
35 Rev. Fr. Kirul Jayanath Silva   - Miriswatta
36 Rev. Fr. Nirmal Malaka Silva   - Nagoda- Kalutara(New Parish) 
37 Rev. Fr. Ruwan Ried Liyanage(Regional Cor.) - Kattuwa 

EPISCOPAL VICARS 
Very.Rev.Fr.Patrick Perera  - Episcopal Vicar - Negombo Region 
     (Res. at Tammita Centre) 

Very.Rev.Fr.Shanthikumar Welivita - Episcopal Vicar - Ja-ela Region 
     (Res. at Kanuwana Centre) 
Very.Rev.Fr.Anthony Fernandopulle - Episcopal Vicar - Colombo South Region  
     (Res.at Kotte Parish) 
Very.Rev.Fr.Cyrii Gamini Fernando - Episcopal Vicar - Missionary Region 
     (Res. at Piliyandala) 

COLLEGES AND INSTITUTIONS 
Rev. Fr. Ignatius Warnakulasingham - Staff Member - St.John Mary Vianney  
     Seminary - Mattakkuliya
Rev. Fr. Amila Vanderwall  - Staff Member - St. Aloysius Seminary - Borella 
Rev. Fr. Suranga Prasad Fernando -  Staff Member - St. Aloysius Seminary -  Borella 
Rev. Fr. Nicholas Batepola  - Staff Member - Aquinas College of Higher  
     Studies  + Archdiocesan Librarian
Rev. Fr. Chandanalal Fernando  - Staff Member - Aquinas College of Higher Studies 
Rev. Fr. Chinthaka Perera   - Subodhi Institute of Integral Education -  
     Piliyandala 
Rev. Fr. Sriyantha Rathnasekara  - Staff Member - St. Joseph’s Branch School  
     - Kadolkele 
Rev. Fr. P.Anton Ranjith   - Vice Rector - St.Peter’s College, Col. 4
Rev. Fr. Shihan Indika Perera  - Staff Member - St. Peter’s College, Col. 4
Rev. Fr. Chaminda Wanigasena  - Principal - St.Peter’s Branch School -  
     Udugampola 
Rev. Fr. Treesen Silva   - Staff Member - St. Sebastian’s College -  
     Moratuwa 
Rev. Fr. Nuwan Rodrigo  - Staff Member - St. Loyola College - Negombo
Rev. Fr. Sudam Perera   - Staff Member - Holy Cross College - Kalutara 

DIOCESAN DIRECTORS / COORDINATORS OF APOSTOlATES 
1   Rev. Fr. Dinesh Fernando (jr)   - Catechetics - English 
2   Rev. Fr. Rohan De Alwis    - Director - Seth Sarana 
3   Rev. Fr. Rohan De Alwis    - Director - St.Vincent De Paul 
4   Rev. Fr. Edrich Rodrigo    - Director - Colombo Catholic Press
5   Rev. Fr. Rohan De Zoysa  - Assistant Editor - “Messenger”   
6   Rev. Fr. Leo Perera     - Staff Member - Samata Sarana
7   Rev. Fr. Lester Wijesuriya    - Director - Grace Kumari & Allied 
     Children’s Homes
8   Rev. Fr. Anton Saman Hettiarachchi- Director - Biblical Commission    
9   Rev. Fr. Jude Peiris     - Director - Lay Missionary Movement 
     (Res. at Pamunugama Convent)
10 Rev. Fr. Kalana Peiris     - Assistant (Tamil)  
     to the E.V. of the Missionary Region

REGIONAL COORDINATORS   
1.  Rev. Fr. Dinesh Priyashantha (sr.) - Bible, Catechetics & Education - Negombo  
            Region (Res. at Duwana Church in Pallansena Parish)   
2   Rev. Fr. Ruwan Ried Liyanage - Formation of Youth, YCS,Children & Vocation  
     Negombo Region (While being the PP at 
     Kattuwa with an Assistant) 
3   Rev. Fr. Lester Nonis     - Bible, Catechetics & Education - Ja-Ela Region
                (While being the PP at Kanuwana with an Assistant) 
4   Rev. Fr. Rasika Evan Cooray   - Formation of Youth, YCS,Children & 
     Vocation - Ja-Ela Region
               (While being the PP at Hapugoda with an Assistant) 
5   Rev. Fr. Freddie Shanthi Kumar  -  Formation of Youth, YCS,Chiidren & 
    Vocation - Colombo South Region (Resident at Moratuwa House) 
 
6   Rev. Fr. Manjula Niroshan Fernando - Bible, Catechetics & Education - Missionary  
     Region (Res. at Piliyandala House)   
7   Rev. Fr. Lakpriya Nonis     Formation of Youth, YCS,Children & Vocation - 
      Missionary Region (While being the PP at Weliweriya with an Assistant) 

ARCHDIOCESAN CHAPLAINS   
1   Rev. Fr. Raj Silva      - Apostlatus Maris 
2   Rev. Fr. Gihan Gunatilake     - YCS 
3   Rev. Fr. Julian Tissera     - Chaplain for Marcsri Homes  
4  Rev. Fr. Sisira Samarakoon   - Chaplain for Ragama Hospital   
5   Rev. Fr. Rohan De Alwis - Migrants     

VARIA     
1  Rev. Fr. Jude Tennison      - Assistant - Archdiocesan Estates
 
RESIDENT PRIESTS   
1  Rev. Fr. H.D.Anthony       - Indigolla Shrine
2  Rev. Fr. Christo Viraj Fernando   - Attidiya
3  Rev. Fr. John Hettiarachchi   - Wattala   
4  Rev. Fr. Basil Nicholas      - Bandarawatta

Rev. Fr. Jude Samantha Fernando
Secretary - Administration

New Appointments in the Archdiocese of Colombo
His Eminence Malcolm Cardinal Ranjith, Archbishop of Colombo, has made the 
following appointments on 21st April 2012, to be effective from 31st May 2012
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Stop the Abductions and 
killings and govern by law instead 

The recent abduction of the leaders of the new Socialist Party - 
Gunerathnam and Dimuthu Attygalle and  the prior abductions, 
which include the murder of Joseph Pararajasingham, Nadara-
jah Raviraj, Sivaram, 17 humanitarians aid workers, five Tamil 
students and others and the abduction of Prageeth Ekneligoda, 
Lalith Weeraraj, Kugan and many others raise many issues. 

Even if the public forgets these issues and episodes, the Hu-
man Rights workers of the world will not let the International 
Community forget them. Even the public have not forgotten 
the killing of Lasantha Wickrematunge in a High Security Zone 
nor the disappearance of Pragath Ekneligoda and the Tamil 
journalists of the North. Human rights abuses attributed to the 
security agencies have created a climate of fear for the families 
of the disappeared particularly in the North. They are terrified 
to speak out in fear that security agents will kill their loved 
ones or abduct other family members in reprisal. Many jour-
nalists have fled the country and keep this issue alive before 
the International Community and the UN. The Government has 
failed to apprehend those responsible for the abductions, dis-
appearances and killings.

It is not possible to fall back on the concept of national sover-
eignty and to ask the UN to keep its hands off the issue. The 
power of the State is limited to the exercise of power in ac-
cordance with the law and the Constitution and the  United 
Nations Declarations on Human Rights and Fundamental Free-
doms.

With the passing of the 18th Amendment to Constitution and 
the repeal of the 17th Amendment  there has been a decline in 
many freedom indicators like Judicial Independence, the Rule 
of Law, the failure of the Police to do their duty and of the Pub-
lic Service to act in terms of the law. The general weakness of 
democratic institutions may be inhibiting an effective response 
to the country’s gravest human rights violations, including re-
cent killings and abductions. 

Clear weaknesses in the Rule of Law, including judicial indif-
ference and recent trends in civil-military relations, have en-
trenched a culture of impunity and a troubling distrust of both 
the justice system and the country’s security forces.  Lawyers 
and judges are increasingly disinclined to take on controver-
sial cases involving human rights. When no one has been held 
accountable for several high-profile murders, why an anony-
mous hit man should – or rank-and-file member of a covert 
group using the white van – fear the consequences of killing 
those they are ordered to kill. 

We can see some clear parallels between the challenges con-
fronting the judiciary and the reasons behind the recent decline 
in press freedom.  As a result, the press, democracy’s watchdog, 
is simultaneously compromised by the continued threat posed 
by journalist-targeted violence. The ordinary people who lack 
faith in the justice system to punish those responsible grow 
increasingly apathetic toward journalists' murders. Nonethe-
less, going beyond investigations and consultative discussions, 
actually bring an end to extrajudicial killings and ensure the 
protection of human rights. This will require strengthening 
the country’s core democratic institutions, reversing a deeply 
entrenched culture of impunity so that victims have reason to 
seek justice, and rebuilding a fundamental trust in the coun-
try’s democratic institutions.

The religious leaders' call, to stop abductions, is another timely 
reminder, for those who have a hand behind these abductions 
and killings.

29  April   2012

EDITORIAL

 Work is as old as man’s life on earth. 
God’s command to man who was created to His 
own Image "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
earth and subdue it”(Gen. 1:28). This denotes 
that man must work, even if the word ‘Work’ 
is not mentioned therein. According to the 
Holy Bible the term subduing the earth to-day  
means discovering and utilizing all the natural 
resources in any part of the Universe that man 
can reach. 

Gospel of Work 
 The one who being God,  became man 
(like us) in all things  except sin, and spent 
most of  His  life working at the Carpenter’s 
bench. This is the best  'Gospel  of Work’. This 
shows that the value to human work does not 
depend on the kind of work done but on the 
fact that one who works is a  person. This very  
clearly upholds the dignity to work and that of 
the worker.  In the first place work is ‘for men'  
and not man for ‘work.’ Since work is  always 
done by a person, he involves his whole body 
and spirit. The Gospel Message of Salvation  (in 
which we find much about work ) is also di-
rected to the whole person. Whatever purpose 
work may have, it has a meaning by itself. It is 
always man who is the purpose of work, how-
ever lowly and menial, the society may rate him 
and his work. 
 It is precisely these  fundamental  affir-
mations about work  that always emerged from 
the wealth of Christian truth, especially from 
the very message of the ‘Gospel of Work’.  Thus 
creating  the basis for a new way of thinking - 
judging and acting. 

Jesus of Nazareth - The Man of Work 
 Jesus Christ Himself underlined the 
fact that work is sharing in Creation. The 
people of Nazareth were astonished at the wis-
dom given to a carpenter. In what he did, Jesus 
fulfilled the Gospel of Work because he himself 
was a man of work, a Craftsman like Joseph. 
His life shows that he belongs to the working 
world. He shows that he loves work in the way 
he speaks of man’s likeness to God. He says ‘My 
Father is the Vinedresser (John 15:1) The Old 
Testament quotes several instances about hu-
man work and also about different professions. 

St. Paul  - the Tent Maker 
 The teachings of Christ are echoed by 
Paul, the Apostle of Gentiles who boasts that 
he served as a Tent-Maker and that even as an 
Apostle he earned his bread by work. He com-
mands people, in Christ’s name "to  do their 
work in quietness and to earn their own living.” 
He strongly exhorts: “If anyone will not work, 
let him not eat." He encourages his readers, 
“whatever your task, work heartily as serving 

the, Lord and not man, knowing that from the 
Lord you will receive the inheritance as your 
reward."

daily work and human suffering reflects 
the Weighty Cross of Christ
 The sweat and toil of work enables 
the followers of Christ to share lovingly  in His 
work. The work of salvation was done through 
suffering and death on the Cross. By enduring 
the  toil of work in union with Christ Crucified, 
man  collaborates with Him in the redemption 
of mankind thereby carrying the Crosses every-
day in their secular life.
 Christ, by dying for all sinners taught 
that we too must carry the rugged Cross  that 
the world places on our shoulders as workers. 
Hence the Christian finds in work a small part 
of the  Cross  of Christ and accept it in the same 
spirit. In work, thanks to the Resurrection, we 
also find the announcement of the new heaven 
and the new earth, in which  man and the world  
take part precisely through the toil of work. 
This confirms that the Cross is indispensable to 
the  spirituality of work. On the other hand, this 
Cross reveals a new good springing from work 
itself.
 To the Christian Workers, work and the 
Cross are inter-related and inseparable and the 
worker has to discover and develop his spiritu-
ality in and through his daily work  within the 
secular realities of life. The reason being that 
major part of the day-to-day life of the worker 
is spent in his place of work and not within the 
four walls of the Church. He goes to the Church 
on Sunday to participate at the Celebration of 
Mass.

Connection between the daily work of the 
workers and the holy sacrifice of Mass
 "Workers, it is you who give the Church 
the wherewithal for the Sacrificial Offering.  
Without human work, there is no Altar Bread, 
no Wine, no Chalice, no Patent, no Vestments, 
no Altar, no Church." (Card. Joseph Cardijn)
 Bread and Wine are the results of the 
produce or the fruits of the earth and work of 
human hands of countless workers that goes to 
form the Sacrificial Offering which is offered by 
the hands of the officiating priest at the Altar 
that is  transformed into the Sacred Body and 
Blood of Christ. Without this unique human of-
fering, Priest cannot offer his Divine Sacrifice.
 "The Mass offered by the Priest at 
the Altar will become a Mass prolonged on all 
those altars of secular life; the work bench, the 
loom, the lathe, the joiner's bench, the typist's 
desk..." (Card. Joseph Cardijn, Founder YCW)
(With some reference & extracts from the La-
borem Exercens)

Prepared by Vivian Silva

Christ, the Divine Worker not only preached 
but also lived the Gospel of work

1 May  - St. Joseph, the  
wonder worker

 Holy Mother Church directs Christian 
workers to look up to St. Joseph, their Patron as a 
model and example of Christian workmanship. As 
St. Bernard of Clairvaux  says, "Imagine his worth  
from his very name, which means, 'increase'!" Work 
per se was never meant to be a punishment; rather, 
it formed the plan of God. And, so, whether we make 
a chair or build a Cathedral, we are called upon to 
bear fruit with our hands, our hearts and minds for 
the ultimate purpose, viz., the building up of the 
Body of Christ. 
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By Dr. V.J.M de Silva 
 Browsing the inter-
net recently, my attention 
was drawn to a statement by 
P.Z.Myers, associate professor 
of biology, University of Min-
nesota-Morris, US, and author 
of the science blog Pharyngula. 
Pharyngula is one of the most 
popular science blogs. and 
Myers mixes Darwinist science 
with unvarnished venom for 
Christianity. This is what he 
says about Easter: “ ...... the 
day Christians everywhere 
set aside to celebrate the day 
they were hoaxed by a gang 
of Middle Eastern charlatans 
into believing a local mystic 
rose from the dead”. In fair-
ness to Christians, I think some 
reply is warranted. 

1. Was Jesus only a local mys-
tic? - Christians believe that 
Jesus Christ was God Himself. 
• He was no ordinary mortal. 
He led a sinless life. He was 
“God manifest in the flesh,” 
perfect God and perfect man. 
It is only to be expected that 
a supernatural person should 
enter and leave the world in a 
supernatural way (Virgin birth 
and the Resurrection). 
• The change that came over 
the disciples after the Resur-
rection is the most convincing 
of the circumstantial evidence 
for it. Why did these people 
change? The only explanation 
is the truth of the Resurrec-
tion, which is evidence for His 
divinity. They were convinced 
beyond a shadow of a doubt 
that they had seen Jesus Christ 
alive. 
• Without the Resurrection. 
Christianity would never have 
taken root. The odds against 
it at its very beginning were 
too great.The first seed of the 
Church was planted in the City 
of Jerusalem itself, just after 
the Resurrection, where of 
all places it would have been 
ridiculous to preach about a 
Risen Christ unless both the 
apostles and their hearers 
knew about the empty tomb. 
If there were anything fraudu-
lent, they would not have dared 
to talk about the Resurrection 
in that City. 

2. Were the disciples char-
latans? - They were honest 
people. Above all, it should be 
remembered that almost all 
the disciples were martyred 
for their faith and belief in the 
Resurrection. They had abso-
lutely nothing to gain. Christi-
anity gained power only in the 
beginning of the 4th century 
with the conversion of Emper-
or Constantine. People may die 
for what they believe in, even a 
passionately held illusion, but 
surely not to maintain what 
they know is deliberate false-
hood and flagrant deception. 
Hallucinations by definition are 
not shared experiences. The 
Resurrection of Jesus was for 
the early Christians. the very 
foundation of their faith, which 
they proclaimed from the very 
beginning. 
Prof. Simon Greenleaf, a Jew-
ish lawyer, one of the greatest 
authorities on legal evidence 
and founder of the Harvard 
Law School, who spent his 

lifetime weighing testimony 
and sifting evidence, was a 
sceptic who set out to disprove 
the Resurrection and divin-
ity of Jesus Christ. He ended 
up by becoming a Christian. 
In his book ‘The Testimony of 
the Evangelists’- 1847 (Reprint 
1995) he says: “Propagating 
this new faith, even in the 
most inoffensive and peace-
ful manner, the early Chris-
tians received contempt, 
opposition ......... and cruel 
deaths. Yet, this faith they 
zealously did propagate, 
and all these miseries they 
endured undismayed, nay re-
joicing. As one after another 
was put to a miserable death, 
the survivors continued their 
work with increased vigour 
and resolution He concludes 
- “It was therefore impos-
sible that they could have 
persisted in affirming the 
truths they had narrated, had 
not Jesus actually risen from 
the dead, and had they not 
known the fact as certainly as 
they knew any other fact.” 

3. Was the Resurrection a 
hoax? 
(a). The Empty Tomb - We 
know that Jesus was buried in 
a tomb that belonged to Joseph 
of Arimathea, who had ob-
tained permission from Pontius 
Pilate to bury the body. This is 
of significance, as Joseph was a 
member of the Sanhedrin, the 
Jewish hierarchy, a historical 
figure, not the sort of person 
the gospel writers could have 
invented. This is a fact that 
anyone living at that time could 
have checked. 
 The fact that the empty 
tomb was first reported by 
women is also significant. In 
the then Jewish society, women 
had no place at all; it was 
exclusively patriarchal. Their 
evidence was not even valid in 
a court of law. The gospel writ-
ers would never have put them 
as first witnesses, if it were not 
authentic. 
 The ridiculous story 
circulated by the Jewish hierar-
chy that “the guards fell asleep, 
and therefore the disciples 
stole the body” is an admission 
that the tomb was empty. They 
knew it was! 
(b). The Missing Body - The 
point at issue is therefore, not 
whether the tomb was empty, 
but how it became empty. 
There are three main possible 
explanations. 

i. Fraud - that is, someone 
stole the body. It could not have 
been his enemies because they 
had no motive. They sealed 
the tomb and set up a guard. 
Their interests lay in keeping it 
there. Even if they did, once the 
story of the Resurrection got 
around, they would surely have 
produced the body to disprove 
it. The disciples could not 
have stolen the body, though 
it is plausible, because of the 
security surrounding the tomb. 
Moreover, immediately after 
the crucifixion, the disciples 
were thoroughly demoralized 
and were in hiding. 
ii. Swoon - According to this 
theory, Jesus did not die on 
the cross, but only swooned 

or fainted from exhaustion. 
He was then taken for dead 
and placed in the tomb, but 
later recovered; it was resus-
citation not Resurrection. The 
theory is ingenious but does 
not stand up to examination. 
Even the most physically fit of 
men would not have survived 
such an ordeal. Even if he did 
escape, a person in such a state, 
appearing before the already 
demoralized disciples, would 
not have inspired in them the 
enthusiasm and reverence with 
which they proclaimed the 
Risen Jesus as the conqueror 
over death and the grave. 
 The swoon theory, 
(also mentioned in the Koran, 
written in the 7th century). 
moreover, leaves us with a 
fraudulent Jesus. No intelli-
gent critic would suggest this. 
Among all the insinuations 
against Christianity that have 
come down from antiquity, 
there is no hint of this theory 
from the earliest of its oppo-
nents. It surfaced in the 2nd 
century when the theory was 
first put forward by Celsus. 
iii. Miracle - We are left with 
the last possibility, which we 
can accept if we are not biased. 
If we accept the Possibility of 
God, then the possibility of a 
miracle has to be accepted. 
Once God’s existence is ac-
cepted as a possibility, miracles 
cannot be dismissed out of 
hand; they only become mat-
ters for investigation. The only 
way we can know whether 
an event can occur is to see 
whether in fact it has occurred. 
The problem of “miracles,” 
then, must be solved in the 
realm of historical investiga-
tion, not in the realm of philo-
sophical speculation. 

The Direct Evidence -In any 
court of law, evidence of eye-
witnesses is regarded as the 
best evidence. There are twelve 
such appearances mentioned 
in the New Testament. If we 
examine the evidence, the fol-
lowing become apparent: 
•  The accounts are 
independent of each other. Al-
though there are minor points 
of disagreement, the core of the 
evidence is the same. 
•  The entire New Testa-
ment was written before, the 
end of the 1st century - (Red-
dating the New Testament, John 
A.T. Robinson). When there 
is a long interval between the 
occurrence of events and their 
recording, distortion could eas-
ily occur. This cannot be said of 
the Christian gospels. 
•  The alternative “gospels” 
(Gospel of Phillip, Gospel of 
Thomas etc.) found at Nag 
Hammadi in 1945, touted in 
liberal circles are too late to be 
historically credible. Details 
cannot be given here. 

Conclusion - Lord Darling, 
a former Lord Chief Justice of 
England, speaking in reference 
to the Resurrection, once said - 
“On that greatest point we are 
not asked merely to have faith. 
In its favour as a living truth 
there exists such overwhelming 
evidence, positive and negative, 
factual and circumstantial, that 
no intelligent jury in the world 
can fail to bring in a verdict 
that the Resurrection story is 
true.” - (Michael Green, Man 
Alive, 1969) 
 Several intellectuals 
who started as sceptics later 

wrote books in support of the 
Resurrection. Some are - Frank 
Morrison (Who Moved the 
Stone, 1930), VAl Grieve (Your 
Verdict, 1988) - both lawyers. 
Many more (like C.S. Lewis, 
Malcolm  Muggeridge) have 
done likewise. 
 There were such 
sceptics even in Jesus' time. 
James, the brother of Jesus, 
who did not accept Jesus when 
he was alive, and Saul of Tarsus, 
persecutor of Christians, later 
known as Paul the Apostle, ac-
cepted Jesus after He appeared 
to them. Both died as martyrs 
for their faith. 
 I will close with a quo-
tation from Charles (“Chuck”) 
Colson. Former “hatchet man” 
of the Nixon administration 
of the 1970s; involved in the 
US Watergate scandal, he was 
imprisoned, and became a 
committed Christian while in 
prison. He pointed out the diffi-
culty of several people main-
taining a lie for an extended 
period of time. 
 “I know the Resurrec-
tion is a fact, and Watergate 
proved it to me. How? Because 
12 men testified they had seen 
Jesus raised from the dead, and 
then they proclaimed that truth 
for 40 years, never once deny-
ing it. Everyone was beaten, 
tortured, stoned and put in 
prison. They would not have 
endured that if it weren’t true. 
Watergate embroiled 12 of 
the most powerful men in the 
world and they couldn’t keep 
a lie for three weeks. You are 
telling  12 apostles could  keep 
a lie for 40 years? Absolutely 
impossible.” 

 The  Lord commanded Israel to 
observe the Passover as "a memorial day, 
and you shall keep it as a feast to the Lord; 
throughout your generation you shall ob-
serve it as an ordinance forever" (Ex.12:14).
 Here we will hit a few high notes. 
The Passover liturgy of the Jews was 
oriented to towards its fulfillment in the 
Eucharist of Jesus. Jesus in establishing the 
Eucharist, as the heart of his new covenant 
(see Mark14:24), evoked the blood of the 
covenant at Sinai.
 Christ celebrated the Passover 
without a lamb; yet not without a lamb, 
and not without a temple. He himself was 
the awaited lamb, the true lamb, just as 
John the Baptist had foretold: "Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world"(John:1:29); and he himself was the 
true Temple - the living Temple where God 
dwells and where we can encounter God and 
worship him.
 "This is my body....this is my blood" 
come directly from Israel's cult. In offer-
ing his blood, Jesus refers  directly to a 
long history of the ritual shedding of blood, 
specially the blood of the first Passover 
(Ex:12:23) and the blood of the covenant at 
Sinai to which he refers directly (Ex. 24:6,8; 
Matt.26:28).
  As the Covenant blood of Sinai 
symbolised the sharing of flesh and blood 

between God and Israel, this new sharing 
in the new covenant established by Jesus 
at the Last Supper, we come to worship the 
God of Israel. Israel's liturgical worship was 
ordered to remembrance, memorial and re-
newal of the Covenant- so too is the Eucha-
rist. 
 The Eucharist is the food of the 
pilgrim people. Just as God gave daily bread 
or manna to Israel in its pilgrimage towards 
the promised land, the Eucharist  is our food 
as we  move towards the Lord. We are mak-
ing our exodus from this world to the next, 
from history to eternity.
 In this concept, we see the essential 
continuity of Israel and the Church, and the 
Christian affirmation that Jesus is the long 
awaited Messiah of Israel.
   

Bryan Landsberger

Eucharist: The Fulfillment of 
Israel's  Passover

Did Jesus Christ rise from the dead? 
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Bits and Pieces
Madi

Take time for a minute of  
humour - smile!

  A Sunday school teacher 
said to the children, “We 

have been learning how very 
powerful kings and queens 

were during the Bible times. 
But there is a higher power - can anybody tell 

me what that higher power is? 
The child (whose father had been a bridge 

player) blurted out “Aces.”
Rev. Fr. Fraccid Anthony Fernando OMI

 The Holy Bible 
tells us that if anyone 
is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. Old things have 
passed away (2 Corinthi-
ans 5:17) as we accept 
Jesus as our Lord and Sav-
iour, all sins are forgiven, 
we walk in newsness of 
life. “For God so loved the 
world, He gave His only 
son that whoever believes 
in Him, the world will 
not  condemn the world; 
instead through Him the 
world is to be saved” 
(John 3:16, 17).
 According to the 
Plan and Purpose of God, 
we are called to obey His 
commands and do the 

will of God. The first man 
Adam and his wife Eve 
obeyed the voice of the 
evil one, who came as a 
serpent thereby death 
came upon the whole hu-
man race. Through His love 
and mercy man received 
the greatest honour by 
the Creator God., for He 
willed his Son to the lamb 
of God who poured out all 
His Blood to redeem the 
human race. The Sacrifice 
of Jesus was the great 
drama of life, mystery of 
love of the Father. Obedi-
ence of the Son took away 
the darkness that covered 
the earth by His light and 
by the power of the love 

of God, man received the 
forgiveness for all his sins. 
Jesus before breathing 
out his last breath, cried 
out “Father forgive them 
for they do not know 
what they do.” Jesus ac-
complished his mission. 
Through his death, and 
resurrection, mankind 
received salvation. By suf-
fering and shedding every 
drop of His blood, man 
was able to follow this true 
path of righteousness.
 Abba Father who 
loved us so much allowed 
his son to die so that we 
may receive everlasting 
life. Through His great 
sacrifice of love He was 

         “Our Mother was the 
 heart of our home 
 Her presence was 
a comfort and strength 
She blessed our 
lives in so many ways 
Through the 
selfl ess service she gave 
And as we remember 
the gift of her life 
All the ways she cared for our family 
We honour her love and her sacrifi ce 
A dedication that was clear for all to see 
Building memories for a family she loved 
As children we knew we could count on her 
And we knew how very blessed we were 
To have a Mother as wonderful as this ... “ 
.. .‛‛There is so much that our Mother meant to us 
Only in our family can her true infl uence be 
known 
For she loved us with all her soul ... 
throughout a lifetime 
Mother was truly the heart of our home! 
Remembered Affectionately with deep love and gratitude 
Neluka, Premil & Mahima

able to bear the agony, 
face the most inhuman 
act - The Crucifixion. 
As He was nailed to the 
Cross the blood and water 
gushed forth from the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 
enveloped the whole 
world.  Thus we became 
th co-partners with Christ 
to save mankind.
 Before His death 
he gathered his dis-
ciples for his last meal 
with them. He wanted 
to comfort His disciples 
confirming His spirit will 
be with them all the days 
of their life.  He took bread 
and wine, Blessed and by 
the words of consecration 

bread and wine is trans-
formed into the Body and 
Blood of Jesus, as we re-
ceive His Body and drink 
His Blood we are purified 
and transformed, and we 
are able to offer our suf-
fering with the suffering 
of Jesus, so that the souls 
may be saved.  Jesus cried 
out - I thirst. We are called 
to quench His Thirst.  As 
we are commissioned to 
save all souls by forgiv-
ing one another and live 
the great mystery of love.  
Jesus is the way the truth 
and the life.  He is now 
seated at the right hand 
of the Father, waiting to 
return, to judge the living 
and the dead.  Surely He 
will come soon, repent 

and be transformed to 
enter the Kingdom of God.  
“Happy are those who 
wash their robes for they 
will have free access to 
the tree of life and enter 
the city through the gates” 
(Revelation 22:14).

Laurinda Jayasuriya

Great Mystery of Love

   “Our Mother Was The 
Heart Of Our Home”

By Sirohmi Gunesekera

1

By Sirohmi Gunesekera

77

A Right and A Duty

 “There is much talk these days about Human 
Rights. Some people say that Sri Lanka has a poor 
track record when it comes to implementing Human 
Rights. It’s tied up with the way that Tamils and Mus-
lims are treated as minorities,” said Uma. 
 “Wait a minute. As Christians, shouldn’t we 
first accept that we are all Children of God? He never 
meant us to compartmentalize ourselves according to 
race, caste or even gender, “said Lalith. 
 “You mean that I must stop thinking of myself 
as a Tamil?”said Uma. 
 “Yes. You are first and foremost a human be-
ing and you have the right to enjoy life, liberty and 
happiness. But you also have the correlated duty to 
function in society and contribute to the welfare of 
everyone. You cannot strike out on a path of your 
own if it means that you are going to harm someone 
else,”observed Lalith. 
 “So we should stop creating divisions in our 
Society, especially because we are Christians whether 
Sinhalese or Tamil?”asked Uma. 
 “You see, these are man-made or woman-
made divisions giving us an identity at birth. It is tied 
up with the father’s name and background. But a new 
baby when born into the world comes nameless, class-

less and raceless. He or she is just a Child of God,”said 
Lalith. 
 “That must be why the parents put a black 
‘pottu’ or round mark on the forehead of a child 
whether Sinhala or Tamil. It is simply to ward off the 
Evil Eye. It is a superstition,”chimed in Grace. 
 “You see, these things are common to all Sri 
Lankans. You can wear a ‘pottu’ to mark yourself out 
as a Tamil woman and you can speak in Tamil. But that 
does not mean that you are different to other human 
beings. Similarly, a Sinhala man or woman is not dif-
ferent, “said Lalith. 
 “So we should all pray that everyone will see 
themselves as Children of God,”concluded  Grace.

The Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate, Oscar Arias, 

spoke about getting rid of 
war-words from our daily 
vocabulary. Arias was the 
two-term president of 
Costa Rica, a small Latin 
American country which is 
about two- thirds the size 
of Sri Lanka. He was di-
rectly instrumental in cre-
ating peace in the Central 
American countries such 
as EI Salvador, Guatemala, 
Nicaragua and Honduras. 
These activities won him 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 
the year 1987. These Cen-
tral American countries 
supported by big powers 
were fighting civil wars 
and massacre of their own 
brothers and sisters. 
 President Oscar 

Arias, who happened to do 
some of his post graduate 
studies in Boston Universi-
ty, is very fluent in English. 
Once he spoke in Denver, 
Colorado, in the USA at a 
peace rally. One of his mes-
sages at this venue was 
about prevention of using 
war-words in our day to 
day writing and conversa-
tion. Even in our Church 
vocabulary how many 
non-peace and war-words 
do we use? “Fight for 
peace”; “War against the 
devil”; “Fighting an uphill 
battle against evil”; “Use of 
our sacred weapons given 
to us by God.” Even one of 
our successful Catholic lay 
organizations is named 
The Legion of Mary. Legion 
is a unit of about 5,000 sol-
diers in the ancient Roman           
army. 

 Our thoughts and 
language have a deep im-
pact on our actions. This 
strong link between ones 
thoughts and actions is 
emphasized by our mod-
ern psychiatrists. Presi-
dent Arias suggests substi-
tuting words such as “work 
for our rights,” instead of 
“fight for our rights.” In-
stead of “war on drugs,” 
use “campaign on drugs.” 
Instead of “round up our 
troops against insurgency, 
“let us put together a team 
to eradicate insurgency.” 
 The thoughts and 
words that are planted 
in our minds make a per-
manent imprint in our 
conscious and uncon-
scious psyche which will 
have a profound impact 
on our life. I can remem-
ber a treatment that was 
given by a psychiatrist to 
a patient suffering from 
insomnia. She was watch-

ing the 10pm news on TV 
just before she went to 
bed. This was during the 
period of Iraqi and Af-
ghanistan wars. US troops 
were fighting and getting 
wounded and killed in 
both these war fronts. The 
news contained pictures of 
nothing but bloodshed and 
carnage. 
 The patient with a 
problem of insomnia had 
some of her distant rela-
tions involved in the war 
fronts. The psychiatrist 
requested her to listen to 
soft music before she went 
to bed instead of watching  
the ten o’clock news. The 
next time she met the psy-
chiatrist, she realized that 
her insomnia was healed. 
So are the war-words such 
as fight, conquer, battle, 
attack, war-front, army, 
weapons and legions. 
These can have a profound 
influence in our conscious 

and unconscious mind. 
 One more lesson 
that we can learn from 
Costa Rica is that it is one 
of the countries in the 
world without any armed 
forces. They had decided 
as far as in 1949, one year 
after we gained our inde-
pendence, the uselessness 
of defense forces. They 
invested billions of dol-
lars that they saved by not 
buying weapons or train-
ing troops, on education 
and health care projects. 
They invested this money 
in preserving their natu-
ral habitat and their pris-
tine forest reserves. The 
billions that they would 
have spent on maintaining 
armed forces were utilized 

on infra-structure devel-
opment and on job- cre-
ation for their youth. 
 We’should reflect 
on this strategy of Costa 
Rica. We spend almost Ru-
pees two hundred and fifty 
billion annually to main-
tain our armed forces. We 
are reaping the benefits of 
this investment by enjoy-
ing our peace and secu-
rity. But we won the war 
against terrorism almost 
three years ago. Like in 
Costa Rica, these billions 
would have been utilized 
on the infra-structure de-
velopment of our country, 
on improving our health 
care facilities for the poor 
and on the education of 
our children. 

War-Words
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The remarkable Passion play
By Chelvatamby Maniccavasagar 

 A passion play Velvit Thirumagan was presented by 
the Centre for Performing Arts (Thirumarai Kala Manram) 
written and choregraphed by Director, Rev. Prof. N. M. Saveri 
at the open air theatre of ‘CP Arts’ in Jaffna for four days which 
drew more than thousands of people everyday. 
 This play was of high standard and distinguished men 
from all walks of life including judges, professors from the 
University of Jaffna, Christian Fathers and several journalists 
attended this play and congratulated Rev. Prof. Saveri for his 
extra sense of devotion, dedication and commitment. 
 Professor Saveri was honoured with the title of Kalai 
Thoothu, namely the Ambassador of Arts and Culture. 
 He was even conferred with the title of Kalai Gnana 
Viththagar, Kalai Sudar, Kalaiyin Kavalan and several other 
titles for the tremendous service he is rendering to the arts and 
culture for more than 45 years in Sri Lanka and abroad. 
 In this play, several artistes participated and 
performed their parts extremely well with meticulous care and 
thoroughness and won the appreciation and recognition of the 
audience. 
 Furthermore, Sri Lanka, though a Buddhist country, 
is also well-known for its tradition of passion plays in areas of 
Catholic concentration such as Negombo and Mannar. Thus it 
is interesting to note that in 1970, in the parish of Urumpiray 
in the Diocese of Jaffna, a Resurrection play called ‘Truth   
Conqueror of Death’ was staged by the Centre for Performing 
Arts’ with a cast of nearly one hundred and fi fty actors and a 
few dozen musicians, technicians and helpers. 
 The passion play Velvit Thirumagan was performed 
on a massive stage extending to more than hundred metres in 
length with a lofty balcony for  Governor Pilate. Artistes of 
the Centre for Performing Arts used large settings to give the 
audience the feeling of being in the City of Jerusalem. 

The major characters in this play were Pilate, 
soldiers who guarded the tomb of Christ, disciples 
of Jesus headed by Peter, women followers, 
including Mary Magdalene, and high priests of the 
Jewish Council, fl ashbacks of scourging, Way of the 
Cross and Crucifi xion added the necessary fl avour 
for devotion and empathetic meditation. 
The haunting music and the meaningful songs 
evoked emotions of wonder and admiration at 
the fl ow of the events in the story of the Risen 
Christ. Artistes used wonderful techniques to 
make possible the sudden appearances of Jesus to 
his disciples. In fact, this play drew ten thousand 
spectators. 
 Undoubtedly, Rev.Prof.  N M Saveri 
should be highly commended for the tremendous effort, bubbling enthusiasm and unyielding determination he has taken to 
make this passion play Velvit Thirumagan a great success. 

This year too the Centre for Perfoming Arts in 
Jaffna presented their annual passion play titled 
Velvit Thirumakan or The Sacred Sacrifical 
Priest.  The play continued to be staged on 
28th,29th and 30th of March and 1st of April 2012 
at the Open Air Theatre of the CPArts Centre in 
Jaffna. In all, more than 10,000 people witnessed 
the traditional presentation of the Passion of 
Christ. The play started daily sharp at 6.45 pm. 
There were more than 200 participants many of 
whom are IDP youths.The musical score was 
composed by a long time Hindu member of the 
Centre for Performing Arts, Atputhan. The play 
was written and directed by the Director of 
Centre for Performing Arts, Rev.Fr.N.M.Saveri. 
Ms.Indu Mohandas, Head of UNHCR Jaffna, 
who was present on the last day, wrote: “I must 
congratulate the producers and all those involved 
in the production of the play (including the 
actors, singers and technicians) for the successful 
production of such a magnifi cent show.” 

We present below a review by a Hindu writer who 
witnessed the passion play this year.  

Passion Play Review: Velvit Thirumakan 

The Gospel is from St. John 10:11-18. 
The image of Christ as our 
Good Shepherd has always 
appealed to human nature. 
One of the earliest paintings 
of Christ in the Roman 
catacombs represents him 
as carrying an injured sheep 
on his shoulders. This is 
a manifestation of love 
which touches our innermost 
feelings. We do not mind 
being likened to sheep in this 
context, even though there is 
something guileless about a 
sheep, and lot of foolishness, 
sometimes so typical of us.
The wooden statue shown at 
left can be seen at the Chapel 
of the Bishops’ House, 
Mannar. The painting at right 
is by Nalini Jayasuriya. 

The mural etched 
on burnt clay tiles 
below forms part 

of the boundry wall at 
Nazareth, Bandarawela. 

I am the Good Shepherd May Day
 “May Day” has long 
been dedicated to labour and 
the working man. This feast 
of St. Joseph the Worker, was 
established by Pope Pius XII 
in 1955 in order to Christianise 
the concept of labour and give 
to all workmen a model 
and a protector. It was 
hoped that the feast 
would accentuate 
the dignity of labour 
and would bring a 
spiritual dimension to 
labour union
 The wooden 
statue shown here 
was carved by Mr. 
Raymond Fernando for 
the upcoming feast at 
St. Joseph the Worker 
Church, Ratmalana. The 
statue will be used to bless 
the faithful. 
 F e a s t  o f  S t . 
Joseph the worker will be 
celebrated on  01 May.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The 49th World Day of 
Prayer for Vocations, 
which will be celebrated 

on 29 April 2012, the Fourth 
Sunday of Easter, prompts us to 
meditate on the theme: Voca-
tions, the Gift of the Love of 
God. 
 The source of every 
perfect gift is God who is Love 
Deus Caritas Est: “Whoever 
remains in love remains in God 
and God in him” (1 Jn 4:16). 
Sacred Scripture tells the story 
of this original bond between 
God and man, which precedes 
creation itself. Writing to the 
Christians of the city of Ephe-
sus, Saint Paul raises a hymn 
of gratitude and praise to 
the Father who, with infinite 
benevolence, in the course of 
the centuries accomplishes 
his universal plan of salvation, 
which is a plan of love. In his 
Son Jesus – Paul states, – “He 
chose us, before the foundation 
of the world, to be holy and 
without blemish before him in 
love” (Eph 1:4). 
 We are loved by God 
even “before” we come into 
existence! Moved solely by his 
unconditional love, he created 
us “not … out of existing things” 
(cf. 2 Macc 7:28), to bring us 
into full communion with Him.
In great wonderment before 
the work of God’s providence, 
the Psalmist exclaims: “When 
I see the heavens, the work of 
your hands, the moon and the 
stars which you arranged, what 
is man that you should keep 
him in mind, mortal man that 
you care for him?” (Ps 8:3-4). 
The profound truth of our 
existence is thus contained in 
this surprising mystery: Every 
creature, and in particular ev-
ery human person, is the fruit 
of God’s thought and an act of 
his love, a love that is bound-
less, faithful and everlasting 
(cf. Jer 31:3). The discovery of 
this reality is what truly and 
profoundly changes our lives. 
 In a famous page of 
the Confessions, Saint Augus-
tine expresses with great force 
his discovery of God, supreme 
beauty and supreme love, a 
God who was always close to 
him, and to whom he at last 
opened his mind and heart to 
be transformed: “Late have 
I loved you, O Beauty ever 
ancient, ever new, late have I 
loved you! You were within me, 
but I was outside, and it was 
there that I searched for you. 

In my unloveliness I plunged 
into the lovely things which 
you created. You were with me, 
but I was not with you. Created 
things kept me from you; yet if 
they had not been in you they 
would have not been at all. You 
called, you shouted, and you 
broke through my deafness. 
You flashed, you shone, and you 
dispelled my blindness. You 
breathed your fragrance on me; 
I drew in breath and now I pant 
for you. I have tasted you, now 
I hunger and thirst for more. 
You touched me, and I burned 
for your peace.” (X, 27.38). 
With these images, the Saint 
of Hippo seeks to describe 
the ineffable mystery of his 
encounter with God, with God’s 
love that transforms all of life.
It is a love that is limitless and 
that precedes us, sustains us 
and calls us along the path of 
life, a love rooted in an abso-
lutely free gift of God. 
 Speaking particularly 
of the ministerial priesthood, 
my predecessor, Blessed John 
Paul II, stated that “every 
ministerial action - while it 
leads to loving and serving the 
Church - provides an incentive 
to grow in ever greater love 
and service of Jesus Christ the 
head, shepherd and spouse 
of the Church, a love which is 
always a response to the free 
and unsolicited love of God in 
Christ” (Pastores Dabo Vobis, 
25). Every specific vocation is 
in fact born of the initiative of 
God; it is a gift of the Love of 
God! He is the One who takes 
the “first step and not because 
he has found something good 
in us, but because of the pres-
ence of his own love “poured 
out into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit” (Rom 5:5). In 
every age, the source of the 
divine call is to be found in the 
initiative of the infinite love of 
God, who reveals himself fully 
in Jesus Christ. As I wrote in 
my first Encyclical, Deus Caritas 
Est, “God is indeed visible in a 
number of ways. In the love-
story recounted by the Bible, 
he comes towards us, he seeks 
to win our hearts, all the way to 
the Last Supper, to the piercing 
of his heart on the Cross, to his 
appearances after the Resur-
rection and to the great deeds 
by which, through the activity 
of the Apostles, he guided the 
nascent Church along its path. 
Nor has the Lord been absent 
from subsequent Church his-
tory: He encounters us ever 
anew, in the men and women 

who reflect his presence, in his 
word, in the sacraments, and 
especially in the Eucharist” 
(No. 17).
 The love of God is 
everlasting; he is faithful to 
himself, to the “word that he 
commanded for a thousand 
generations” (Ps 105:8). Yet 
the appealing beauty of this 
divine love, which precedes 
and accompanies us, needs 
to be proclaimed ever anew, 
especially to younger genera-
tions. This divine love is the 
hidden impulse, the motivation 
which never fails, even in the 
most difficult circumstances. 
Dear brothers and sisters, we 
need to open our lives to this 
love. It is to the perfection of 
the Father’s love (cf. Mt 5:48) 
that Jesus Christ calls us every 
day! The high standard of the 
Christian life consists in loving 
“as” God loves; with a love that 
is shown in the total, faithful 
and fruitful gift of self. Saint 
John of the Cross, writing to 
the Prioress of the Monastery 
of Segovia who was pained 
by the terrible circumstances 
surrounding his suspension, 
responded by urging her to act 
as God does: “Think nothing 
else but that God ordains all, 
and where there is no love, put 
love, and there you will draw 
out love” (Letters, 26).
 It is in this soil of 
self-offering and openness to 
the love of God, and as the fruit 
of that love, that all vocations 
are born and grow. By drawing 
from this wellspring through 
prayer, constant recourse to 
God’s word and to the sacra-
ments, especially the Eucharist, 
it becomes possible to live a 
life of love for our neighbours, 
in whom we come to perceive 
the face of Christ the Lord (cf. 
Mt 25:31-46). To express the 
inseparable bond that links 
these “two loves” – love of God 
and love of neighbour – both 
of which flow from the same 
divine source and return to 
it, Pope Saint Gregory the 
Great uses the metaphor of 
the seedling: “In the soil of our 
heart God first planted the root 
of love for him; from this, like 
the leaf, sprouts love for one 
another.” (Moralium Libri, sive 
expositio in Librum B. Job, Lib. 
VII, Ch. 24, 28; PL 75, 780D). 
 These two expres-
sions of the one divine love 
must be lived with a particular 
intensity and purity of heart 
by those who have decided to 
set out on the path of voca-

tion discernment towards the 
ministerial priesthood and the 
consecrated life; they are its 
distinguishing mark. Love of 
God, which priests and con-
secrated persons are called to 
mirror, however imperfectly, 
is the motivation for answer-
ing the Lord’s call to special 
consecration through priestly 
ordination or the profession 
of the evangelical counsels. 
Saint Peter’s vehement reply to 
the Divine Master: “Yes, Lord, 
you know that I love you” (Jn 
21:15) contains the secret of 
a life fully given and lived out, 
and thus one which is deeply 
joyful. 
 The other practical 
expression of love, that towards 
our neighbour, and especially 
those who suffer and are in 
greatest need, is the decisive 
impulse that leads the priest 
and the consecrated person 
to be a builder of communion 
between people and a sower 
of hope. The relationship of 
consecrated persons, and 
especially of the priest, to the 
Christian community is vital 
and becomes a fundamental 
dimension of their affectivity. 
The Curé of Ars was fond of 
saying: “Priests are not priests 
for themselves, but for you” (Le 
cure d’Ars. Sa pensée – Son cœur, 
Foi Vivante, 1966, p. 100).
 Dear brother bish-
ops, dear priests, deacons, 
consecrated men and women, 
catechists, pastoral workers 
and all of you who are engaged 
in the field of educating young 
people: I fervently exhort you 
to pay close attention to those 
members of parish communi-
ties, associations and ecclesial 
movements who sense a call to 
the priesthood or to a special 
consecration. It is important 
for the Church to create the 
conditions that will permit 
many young people to say “yes” 
in generous response to God’s 
loving call.
 The task of fostering 
vocations will be to provide 
helpful guidance and direction 
along the way. Central to this 
should be love of God’s word 
nourished by a growing famil-
iarity with sacred Scripture, 
and attentive and unceasing 
prayer, both personal and in 
community; this will make it 
possible to hear God’s call amid 
all the voices of daily life. But 
above all, the Eucharist should 
be the heart of every vocational 
journey: It is here that the love 
of God touches us in Christ’s 

sacrifice, the perfect expres-
sion of love, and it is here that 
we learn ever anew how to live 
according to the “high stan-
dard” of God’s love. Scripture, 
prayer and the Eucharist are 
the precious treasure enabling 
us to grasp the beauty of a life 
spent fully in service of the 
Kingdom. It is my hope that the 
local Churches and all the vari-
ous groups within them, will 
become places where vocations 
are carefully discerned and 
their authenticity tested, places 
where young men and women 
are offered wise and strong 
spiritual direction. In this way, 
the Christian community itself 
becomes a manifestation of the 
Love of God in which every call-
ing is contained. 
 As a response to the 
demands of the new com-
mandment of Jesus, this can 
find eloquent and particular 
realization in Christian fami-
lies, whose love is an expres-
sion of the love of Christ who 
gave himself for his Church (cf. 
Eph 5:32). Within the family, 
“a community of life and love” 
(Gaudium et Spes, 48), young 
people can have a wonderful 
experience of this self-giving 
love. Indeed, families are not 
only the privileged place for 
human and Christian forma-
tion; they can also be “the 
primary and most excellent 
seed-bed of vocations to a life 
of consecration to the Kingdom 
of God” (Familiaris Consortio, 
53), by helping their members 
to see, precisely within the fam-
ily, the beauty and the impor-
tance of the priesthood and the 
consecrated life. May pastors 
and all the lay faithful always 
cooperate so that in the Church 
these “homes and schools of 
communion” may multiply, 
modelled on the Holy Family 
of Nazareth, the harmonious 
reflection on earth of the life of 
the Most Holy Trinity.
 With this prayerful 
hope, I cordially impart my 
Apostolic Blessing to all of you: 
My brother bishops, priests, 
deacons, religious men and 
women and all lay faithful, and 
especially those young men 
and women who strive to listen 
with a docile heart to God’s 
voice and are ready to respond 
generously and faithfully.

Sent by: 
Sr. Bernadette Fernando SCC

Executive Secretary CMRS

MESSAGE OF THE HOLY FATHER

For the 49th World Day
of Prayer for Vocations, 
29th April 2012, 
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Theme: Vocations, the Gift of the Love of God
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In the history of world pas-
sion  plays we come across 
the world’s most famous 

Oberammergau passion play 
which was once dramatised 
in the Baroque style. In 1750, 
Ferdinand Rosner, a Benedic-
tine monk from the monas-
tery of Ettal in Bavaria was 
instrumental in revising the 
traditional text of the Ober-
ammergau Passion Play. He 
introduced the Sacred Baroque 
theatre in the 8,457 verses of 
his passion nova which became 
very popular in Bavaria as a 
new model for passion plays. 
Though Rosner’s innovation 
did not last long due to the op-
position of the traditionalists in 
the Community of Oberammer-
gau his experiment in changing 
the Content and especially the  
Form of the traditional passion 
play model paved the way for 
the search of new models. 
 For the first time in 
four hundred years of Sri-Lank-
an passion play history we are 
going to witness an entirely in-
novative change concerning the 
Biblical Content and the Form 
of the  passion play tradition 
with the intense preparation 
in Negombo for a passion play 
performance in  Ballet style 
titled “Tharakayano" on 29th 
Sunday April at Kadolkele 
grounds around 6.30 p.m.
 Ballet is known as a 
kind of performance dance 
which has its birth place in the 
Italian  Renaissance courts of 
the 15th century.  It is impor-
tant to find out whether a pas-
sion play had been  dramatised 
in ballet style in the world. We 
know Oberammergau passion 
Play in Baroque theatre but not 
in Ballet.
 "Tharakayano" is the 
true Sinhala name given to 
Jesus Christ (For this see the 
Passion play script written by 
an erudite scholar, Sri Charles 
De Silva in pure ‘Hela’ Sinhala, 
‘Parama Puda’ or Supreme Sac-
ri�ice). 

The  Biblical Content and the 
Symbols of “Tharakayano” 
 In keeping with the, 
age old passion play tradition, 
“Tharakayano” ‘begins with 
the Creation Story and the Fall 
of Adam and Eve as depicted 
in the book of Genesis in the 
Bible. But much emphasis is 
given to the story of the  Exo-
dus which is the real Passion 
Story of the Bible. It is Jesus,  
the new Moses who liberates 
the oppressed people of the 
world as God YAHWEH brought 
freedom to the slaves of Israel 
through Moses, by releasing 
them from the  fetters of the 
oppressor, the Egyptian King, 
Pharaoh. The ‘Crossing of the 
Red Sea’ is the Passover from 

slavery to freedom (Exodus, 14: 
5-31). The liberated Israelites 
sang a song in praising YAH-
WEH which ends in a convinc-
ing praise ‘YAHWEH will-reign 
forever' (Exodus 15:18), the 
fundamental profession of 
Israel’s faith . 
 The Serpent, the crafti-
est of all the wild creatures is 
symbolized as the inner craving 
of  humanity’s greed for Power, 
Wealth and Prestige. The true 
biblical meaning of this sym-
bolism is identified with the 
depiction of this Serpent again 
when the disgusted Israelites 
who  were marching  arduously 
towards YAHWEH's promised 
land refuses to eat tasteless 
Manna. The people who com-
plained against God and Moses 
were bitten by fiery Serpents 
sent by YAHWEH. Then Mo-
ses as instructed by YAHWEH 
made a bronze Serpent and set 
it on a standard. The Israel-
ites who looked towards this 
bronze Serpent 
were cured and 
lived as they agreed 
not to be deceived 
again by the Serpent 
which symbolizes 
the unlimited desire 
for  want of power, 
wealth and prestige 
(The book of Num-
bers, 21: 4-9). 
 When Jesus 
is baptized by John 
the Baptist at the 
River Jordan, YAH-
WEH’s proclamation 
in accepting Jesus 
as his Beloved and 
Chosen Son is  in-
termingled with the 
fundamental pro-
fession of  Israel's  
faith, ‘YAHWEH will 
reign for ever.’ 
 Jesus is 
tempted in the wil-
derness  just after 
his  Baptism. The 
Cross on the Mount 
of Calvary is depict-
ed with the Serpent.  
Jesus  who struggles 
agianst  the tempta-
tions  of Satan which 
were in contrary  to 
the values of God’s 
Kingdom, convinc-
ingly defeats them 
with total renounc-
ing of Power, Wealth 
and Prestige that 
caused the Fall of 
Adam and Eve. At 
the end of the scene 
the Cross on Calvary 
is depicted without 
the Serpent. 
 The Serpent 
is again depicted 
when Judas is given 
the thirty pieces of 
silver by the chief  
priests of Sanhedrin 
for the betrayal of 
Jesus. After Jesus 
was arrested by the 
Roman battalion  
and the Temple 
police and all his 
disciples fled, Judas 
comes and opens 

the purse of the thirty  silver 
from which the Serpent comes 
and strangled his neck. 
 Three women, Jesus’ 
mother,  mother’s sister Mary 
and Mary of Magdala are seen 
with the beloved disciples at 
the foot of the cross after the 
death of Jesus (John 19: 25). 
An Angel  lights a candle  from 
a star that shines on the cross 
and shares that light with Mary 
and others. The audience also 
participates in lighting their 
candles with all the artists. The 
lighting of candles symbolizes 
the birth of the first Christian 
Community at foot of the Cross. 
 Finally ‘Tharakayano’ 
ends with the scene on the 
‘Road to Emmaus’ which de-
picts the  Resurrection and the 
Ascension of Lord Jesus. 

The Artists involved in 
Tharakayano 
 Nearly two hundred 
young boys and girls perform 

various characters 
in ‘Tharakayano’, the 
first ever Sri-Lankan  
passion play in bal-
let style. 
 Namal 
Weveldeaiya, the 
choreographer, is 
a  professional in 
choreography and a 
teacher of a leading 
schools in Colombo. 
 Dr. Prabath 
Aloka is the  Direc-
tor and the Music 
composer of "Thara-
kayano." He was also 
the producer of the 
drama on Jacome 
Gonsalvez. Aloka is 
a medical officer presently at-
tached to the General Hospital 
of Negombo.
 Ranil Fernando, the 
versatile sculpture of Christian 
statues is the stage director 
and costume designer.
 Wijith Rohan, a senior 

lecturer attached to the depart-
ment of Christian Culture of the 
Faculty of Humanities in the 
University of Kelaniya, scripted 
"Tharakayano."

Wijith Rohan

"Tharakayano" - Negombo Ready for Passion Play in Ballet

 Today the universal 
Church celebrates the 49th World 
Day of Prayer for Vocations. Pope 
Paul VI instituted the World Day of 
Prayer for Vocations on 9th April, 
1964. In the years since, successive 
Pontiffs have called on the Church 
to focus and pray for vocations in a 
very special manner on the Fourth 
Sunday of Easter, the Good Shep-
herd Sunday. This year the theme 
for the World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations is: Vocations, the Gift of 
the Love of God. 
 The Good Shepherd 
Sunday is the most appropriate day 
to celebrate the Vocations Sunday 
because the image of the good 
shepherd is the most suitable im-
age that we can think of to express 
the love of God. The image of God 
as the shepherd of His people ap-
pears several times in the Bible. It 
is one that would be immediately 
understood by people of that time. 
 God promised that he will 
never leave His people without 
shepherds to look after them and 
guide them: “I will set shepherds 
over them who will care for them, 
and they shall fear no more” (Jer. 
23:4). This promise of God was 
fulfilled in its supreme sense in 
Jesus Christ” I am the Good Shep-
herd” (In. 10: 11). Before ascending 
to His Father, Jesus entrusted to the 
Apostles and their successors the 
ministry of shepherding God’s flock 
(cf. In.21:15ff.). The Church contin-
ues the mission of Jesus through 
the successors of His apostles. 
 Therefore concern for 
vocations is an essential dimension 
of the Church’s pastoral work for 
the continuation of the mission of 
Jesus. The Church must never cease 
to pray to the Lord of the Harvest 
that he send labourers into the har-
vest (cf. Mt.9:35). “She must pro-
pose clearly and courageously to 
each new generation the vocational 
call, help young people to discern 
their call from God and respond to 
it generously”(Pastores Dabo Vobis 
2). 
 But we need to remember 
that the call is a free gift from God. 

As the Holy Father states in his 
message for this year’s World Day 
of Prayer for Vocations that “Every 
specific vocation is in fact born 
of the initiative of God; it is a gift 
of love of God. He is the One who 
takes the ‘first step’.  "The Holy Fa-
ther speaking further, say that “the 
source of the divine call is to be 
found in the initiative of the infinite 
love of God.” 
 Though every vocation is 
a free gift of the love of God and a 
fathomless mystery, this does not 
eliminate the role played by the 
human instruments which cooper-
ate with God in this endeavour. In 
this regard we have Andrew, one of 
the first two disciples who set out 
to follow Jesus. After his meeting 
with Jesus, the scriptures tell us 
that he opened the way to another 
meeting: “He brought Simon to 
Jesus” (In. 1:42). It was Jesus who 
called but Andrew also acted with 
initiative. He arranged his brother’s 
meeting with Jesus (cf. P.D.V. 38). 
Like Andrew we all need to play 
our role for the birth and growth of 
vocations, making use of the gifts 
and opportunities given to us. 
 The essential and primary 
stage of our work for vocations is 
prayer and the celebration of the 
liturgy. The power of prayer is im-
measurable, for prayer creates an 
ideal environment for each indi-
vidual to discover his own calling 
and to respond to it generously. 
Therefore we need to take up the 
demanding invitation of Jesus to 
“pray the Lord of the harvest to 
send out labourers into his har-
vest” (Mt. 9:38). This is the heart of 
our work on behalf of vocations. 
 A very special responsibil-
ity falls upon the Christian family. 
The Christian family offers favour-
able conditions for the birth of 
vocations. Usually the idea of voca-
tion germinates in the family and 
is later nurtured by others in the 
society. Parental influences are the 
most important and often deter-
mining factor for growth of voca-
tions. Family is the first seminary 
in which children can acquire piety 

and love of God. 
 How can the family pro-
mote vocations? The family can 
pray together and make ‘’voca-
tions’’ one of your daily intentions. 
Parents can attend Holy Mass with 
their children. This creates a strong 
family bond. A strong praying 
family is the seed-bed for voca-
tions. Parents should be generous 
and courageous enough to suggest 
a vocation to the priesthood or 
religious life to their child. Speak-
ing positively in the family about 
Priests, Brothers and Nuns can 
make a big impression on children. 
If your child shows an interest in 
priesthood or religious life, support 
and encourage him or her. Noth-
ing nourishes a vocation like the 
Sacred Scriptures. 
Encourage your children to read 
the Bible. 
 It is also the responsibil-
ity of whole the Christian family to 
collaborate with God in fostering 
vocations. The lay faithful, par-
ticularly Catechists, teachers and 
all those involved in the education 
of children, each with his or her 
resources and capabilities must 
contribute for the promotion of 
vocations (cf. P.D.V. 41) 
 God calls someone be-
cause He has a bigger plan to be 
unfolded in his life. Therefore we 
all need to corporate with God to 
bring His plan to fulfillment. Let 
us support and encourage in every 
way possible those who show signs 
of profound love of God and want 
to dedicate their lives to Him totally 
as Priests or Consecrated people. 
 Today and everyday, let 
us pray for vocations, that many 
will be inspired to show true love 
of God to the point of sacrificing 
many other “attractive” options 
to become Priests of Jesus and to 
follow Him in Religious life. May 
our Mother Mary who responded 
to God’s call with total love and 
dedication be the inspiring model 
for each one who hears the voice of 
God: “Follow Me”. 

Rev. Fr. J. D. Anthony Jayakody
 Vocations Director Archdiocese of 

Colombo 

Priesthood and Religious Life: God's gift 
of love to those whom he wanted
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Book 
Review

Even though the medical profes-
sion brings the professional into 

very close contact with the realities of 
human suffering, not everyone in the 
profession comes close to the suffer-
ing human being. Physical contact with 
the patient treated is not always that 
which brings the patient in touch with 
the doctor. That brief encounter could 
well mean nothing if dispensed very 
mechanically and as a routine. The large 
number of patients to be treated in the 
hospitals, and the lack of time, can make 
consultation and care a matter of rou-
tine, transforming the sick and suffering 
human being into a material object.
 In spite of these disadvantages 
and the ‘open economy tendency’ to 
seek material gain, there are many doc-
tors whose profession goes far beyond 
this realm. For them, every patient is a 
human being with dignity and rights, 
and with this conviction they relate to 
their patients with love, respect and 
concern.
 The book authored by Dr. 
Gamini Goonetilleke clearly indicates 
that he is a person of this latter category 
for whom every single patient is a human 
being with dignity. Besides his dexter-
ity as a surgeon, his ability to empathize 
with his clients is very remarkably 
demonstrated in the different incidents 
related in the book. His personal ap-
proach to them and their pain manifests 
very clearly his belief that the surgeon’s 
heart is as important as his knife. All 
these indicate that for Gamini, surgery is 
not simply a profession but a vocation – a 
call from God to serve the sick placed in 
the most distressing situations.
 The personal interest in the 
welfare of the patients, often under 
trying circumstances described in the 
book, is very inspiring. So is it with the 
risks taken when no alternative is avail-
able. A golden principle of leadership is 
the ability to take risks. Risk is neces-
sarily linked with incertitude. The result 
could very well be either success or 
failure. It is prudence and courage that 
will count in such circumstances. When  

faced with 
a dilemma, 
it is only a 
person who 
is sure of 
himself who 
could act. 
Courage and 
determina-
tion become 
imperative 
in such cir-
cumstances. 
For us Christians, these virtues are gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, and the deep faith of 
Gamini has clearly stood in good stead 
for him in his profession when placed in 
such predicaments.  
 The book, written in simple lan-
guage and attractive style, shows that it 
is not only the lack of facilities and per-
sonnel that impedes a professional from 
the efficient discharge of his duties in  
serving his clients to the best of his abil-
ity. There are also several extraneous 
forces that have to be surmounted, and 
certainly not the least among these is 
the unjust pressure of peer groups and 
trade unions. The book shows that the 
strength needed to resist public pres-
sure and private greed is by no means 
something light. One has to stand virtu-
ally alone in such situations and this is 
possible in the field of medicine only 
for persons who are prepared to accept 
being ostracized and persecuted rather 
than betray the oath of Hippocrates.
Much as he does not hold grudges 
against persons, Gamini does not refrain 
from having a few digs at those who act 
unethically, especially in matters con-
cerning their profession and in politics. 
His satire is remarkable and makes 
reading very interesting. Another im-
portant feature is the lesson he derives 
for the reader from his personal experi-
ences. The make-believe loyalty and 
the callous concern of some politicians 
towards their supporters and aides are 
made very evident in the incident of 
Upali, described in detail here.
 Incident after incident clearly 

demonstrates for the reader 
the immense dedication with 
which a medical doctor has to 
work if he is to be really true to 
his profession. The examples 
he gives are captivating and 
provide food for thought to 
those who want to embrace 
this profession. It further 
shows that such dedication is 
not possible unless a person is 
really motivated by higher con-
victions. In the case of Gamini, 
it is Christianity that remains 
his guiding force, and he makes 
no secret of this in his book. 
Even his repeated quotations 
from the Bible bear testimony 
to this. This fact deserves 
special mention and commen-
dation, taking into account the 
contemporary socio-religious 
background of Sri Lanka. The 
overwhelming pressures on 
the minority religions make 
many, especially in the profes-
sions, to keep their religious 
affiliations often secret and hidden. In 
his book, the good doctor makes no 
secret of the fact that his inspiration and 
dedication come from the Christian faith 
which he strictly adheres to. Gamini 
makes no secret of his religion and af-
firms the fact that he is a Christian and 
practices his profession well for that 
same reason. 
 His assistance in the building of 
a church in Polonnaruwa and his other 
involvements with his faith community 
is not ‘hide and seek’. He is very honest 
and vocal about it. He is clear in affirm-
ing that this has not impeded his work 
nor has it prevented him from showing 
equal concern for all his patients with 
love and dedication. His religious con-
victions, on the contrary, have spurred 
him to greater dedicated service and his 
dedication has been an edification to his 
patients who do not share his faith.
 While incidents connected with 
Gamini’s childhood and school life nar-
rated herein reflect great humility and 

candor, some incidents connected with 
the medical profession often betray the 
author’s hidden sense of humour. His 
encounters with different patients show 
both what the people demand of a doc-
tor, and at the same time, the difficulties 
encountered when dealing with simple, 
uneducated village folk. Their ignorance 
contributes so much to enhance their 
own suffering and for this reason they 
also become very demanding. These 
encounters provide interesting reading 
and provide food for thought, especially 
for our aspirants to the medical profes-
sion. Though essentially it is a journal 
of a medical doctor, it provides lessons 
for all professionals if they care to make 
their lives what these should be – lives 
of service where men earn to live and 
not live to earn.

+ Archbishop Emeritus, 
Most Rev. Dr. Oswald Gomis
Chancellor, University of Colombo  

The Book is available at – Vijitha Yapa 

 Herman Steur 
a great philanthropist 
passed away after a brief 
illness on March 25, 2012. 
He was laid to rest on 
April 9, 2012. He was 82. 
He  was born with a twin 
sister to well-to-do par-
ents in Holland on April 
26, 1930. Herman was a 
successful entrepreneur 

over 3000 families and the aged numbering 2000. 
 Herman visited many parishes in the country 
in the early 1980s to form “Local Committees” to sus-
tain his F.H.P. 
 I met him in 1982, when he visited St. James 
Church, Mutwal. Herman addressed the newly elected 
committee and enlightened us about helping the ‘poor-
est of the poor’. I was very impressed at the gentle 
qualities of this foreigner. 
 He built the local office at  St. Joseph’s Church 
premises, Pamunugama. His scheme to offer monthly 
financial aid for widows, deserted mothers with 
children under 21 years of age, those over 60 years 
unmarried or with no children. The scheme has been in 
operation for the past 32 years. 
 Herman Steur was awarded the national honour 
as Sri Lanka Ramaya, in appreciation of his invaluable ser-
vice to poor by then President Ranasinghe Premadasa on 
May 22, 1993. The Board of Directors’ felicitated him with 
a dinner at ‘Villa Palma’ Hendala on 22 May 1993. Three 
Bishops participated. The then Archbishop Dr. Nicho-
las Marcus Fernando, then Auxiliary Bishop Dr. Oswald 
Gomis and His Lordship Reman Peiris. 
 The Archbishop described Herman as an 
“Apostle of Christ” who was sent to serve Sri Lanka’s 
poor, aged and feeble destitutes. Bishop Oswald Gomis 
described Herman as a “Big white man with a large 
heart for the poor.” 
 In addition to helping the poorest of the poor 
financially F.H.P helps in material for many  homes for 
aged, water supply projects, funding to construct com-
munity Halls, pre-schools, vocational training centres, 
libraries and computer projects for poor university 
students in many parts of Sri Lanka.

Bertram Fernando

Herman Steur - His heart was with the poor

In the Line of Duty – Life and Times of a Surgeon in War and Peace

Although my 
Dexa Scan said 
the report was 
normal, the Dr. 
who treated me 
said that I am 
having osteopo-
rosis and put me 
on medication 
and wanted me to 
see her, after one 

Thanksgiving

month.
 While taking 
this medicine, I had a 
severe sinus problem 
and as such I saw a 
Consultant Physician, to 
whom I showed my Dexa 
Scan report too, going 
through my report, he 
confirmed that I did not 
have osteoporosis and 
was shocked as to why 
she put me on that medi-
cation.

 I thank and praise 
my Lord Jesus for reveal-
ing this to me, very early 
as I was able to discon-
tinue the medication for 
osteoporosis.
 I also thank God 
the Father, Lord Jesus, Holy 
Spirit, Mother Mary  for 
all the numerous favours 
granted in the past and for 
being my pillar of strength 
in times of trouble.

Christine

Personal Testimony

Book Shops, Jeya Book Shop, Lakpahana, 
and at No 22 Sulaiman Avenue, 
Colombo 05 (Tel 2503938)

in Holland. He arrived in Sri Lanka in 1979 to establish 
a shrimp exporting company in the “Greater Colombo 
Economic Commission” (BOI) 
 On an evening in early 1980 a poor fisherman 
residing in Uswetakeiyawa passed away. Mr. Steur bore 
the funeral expenses. Thereafter he thought it is fit to 
help the poor and the needy in Sri Lanka rather than 
investing in export oriented  “Steur Products.” Rev. 
Fr. Lucien Dep the then parish priest of St. Joseph’s 
Church, Pamunugama, told Mr. Steur that it was more 
prudent to offer financial assistance to the needy after 
a proper investigation. 
 Herman implored his friendly businessmen 
to obtain funds from Holland. The proposed pro-
gramme was called “Holland Sri Lanka Family Help 
Programme.” Herman was founder president and Rev. 
Fr. Lucien Dep was the chairman. Fr. Dep and Herman 
drew up a constitution to implement this programme 
efficiently  Islandwide. At present this programme is 
funded not only by the Netherlands but also by Bel-
gium and the USA. 
 The first beneficiary of the programme was 
Nasnan Pattige Mary Margret, the widow of the de-
ceased fisherman. Today Herman Steur has adopted 
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 Lord Jesus Christ 
has told us that every bap-
tised Christian is a temple 
of God and therefore God 
lives with us. "For you are 
the temple of the living 
God; I will dwell in them; 
and walk in them; and I 
will be their God, and they 
shall be my people (2 Cor 
6:16). The words of God 
are very clear and God 
is truth. If therefore God 
lived in us what is our re-

sponse to him our Creator. 
We have the sole respon-
sibility of maintaining this 
body of ours as his holy 
temple. God wants to be 
with us always even if we 
forget him or stray away 
from him. How faithful are 
we to this word of God? Do 
we really allow him to live 
within us? Are we trying 
our best to maintain this 
holy temple despite all 
our  human frailties and 

shortcomings. Lord God 
knows that we are feeble 
and fallible. 
 "Now if I do that 
I would not, it is no more 
that I do it, but sin that 
dwelled in me. I find then 
a law in my members 
warring against the law 
of my mind, and bringing 
me into captivity to the 
law of sin which is in my 
members.... I thank God 
through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. So then with the 
mind I myself serve the 
law of God; but with the 
flesh the law of sin. "(Rom 
7:20; 21; 23; 25;) 
 These tell us how 
we are but still God is will-
ing to be with us to help us 
overcome all our failures. 
God is there to strength-
en us and fight against 
evil. Unfortunately we 
have failed to realise this 
great and loving goodness 
within us. He lives and 
continues living with us 
because we are his loving 
children.
 "The Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are chil-

dren of God; and if chil-
dren then heirs; heirs of 
God and joint heirs with 
Christ; if so be that we 
suffer with him, that we 
may be also glorified with 
him" (Rom: 8: 16,17).
 These words 
quoted above shows how 
God almighty is living with 
us within our soul in the 
temple of  God our body. 
Lord God is therefore con-
tinuously reminding us 
through Jesus Christ his 
Only Beloved Son to join 
with him in the father and 
experience and  share in 
the goodness of God's love 
which is within us. Our 
conscience is the voice of 
God always reminding us 
and guiding us to be good 
and move away from evil. 
He is there within us in a 
loving manner  as a father 
eternally ready to help us 
and make us Holy as his 
beloved children.
 Let us therefore 
listen to his voice, always, 
rather than telling him 
what we want. He tells 
us what we should do in 
order to experience his 

loving and caring good-
ness. If we have been un-
fortunate up to now to 
heed to his request let us 
tell him, "Lord speak to 
me your loving servant 
is listening." He would be 
really happy to hear these 
words from us. He is wait-
ing always to speak to us 
and tell us what he wants. 
Instead we  go on telling 

God what we want and 
we become the speakers 
and God is only a listener. 
Lord  God knows what we 
need. Let us therefore lis-
ten to God and allow him 
to speak to us through our 
conscience then we would  
really be able to realise 
and grasp the goodness of 
God within us.

R.V.A Navaratne

God's goodness is within us

CRUCIFIED
C - Crucified Jesus of Nazareth, have mercy on me

R - Rudely spat upon and mocked by the Jews

U - Upon the cross on Mount Calvary

C - Carried the heavy Cross without complain

I - Innocent Blood not shed in vain

F - For the salvation of mankind

I - In this world of cruelty and hatred

E - Every drop of Blood shed for you and me

D - Destined to die a shameful death

  Iris Perera
 

(Q12N0366)
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Happiness is a strong feeling which comes from our mind
We can't borrow it,
We can't buy it,
It has to be sought 
happiness is different from
Person to person 
from the young, to the old,

A pot of gold
Can't give happiness
There will be luxuries
But, sans these some can't be happy
We know what gives happiness
Chase after it
Grab it when it comes
Enjoy it while it lasts try to make
yourself happy every moment 
you spend on earth.....
                                                   Umeshi Nishadani
                                                 

 Kiddies Day pre-
sented by the students of 
Grades 1 and 2 of St. Law-
rence's Convent, Colombo 
6, was held on 20th March 
2012, in the school per-
mises. The chief guest was 
Dr. Asanga Wijayaratne, a 
specialist in Human Kinet-
ics and Sports Science.
 The day's events 
comprised sports and 
some fun items including 
a colourful drill display 
by the students of Grades 
1 and 2. The winners re-
ceived their respective 

prizes while all the other 
students were presented 
with gifts as an encour-
agement for their partici-
pation.
 The chief guest 
who was a specialist 
in Human Kinetics and 
Sports Science in his ad-
dress touched on the im-
portance of maintaining 
good health for the well 
- being of a person, which 
he said was useful both for 
the elders and the young.

Sherline

Kiddies Day 
at St. Lawrence's 

Convent

Young chess 
champions of 

St. Peter's College, 
Colombo 04.

 Three young Pe-
terites' won Gold at the 
Western Province Individ-
ual Chess Championship, 
held last month at Rat-
navali Balika Vidyalaya, 
Borella.
 G i m a n t h a 
Gayasha  Kiriella was 

placed Equal First in the 
Under - 8 Boy's Champion-
ship while Raveen Nimesh 
Askey and Nimesha She-
linda Kiriella were placed 
equal first in the Under-
10 and Under 12 Boy's 
Championships, respect-
ably, winning Gold.

(Next week)

The Sri Lanka
Centenary

Scouts' Jamboree

 The Sri Lanka Cen-
tenary Scouts' Jamboree was 
held from 31st March to 7th 
April, this year at Kanadulla, 
Dambulla. The President as 
the  Chief Scout presided at 
the opening ceremony, and 
gave a valuable talk to the 
scouts, to help in their forma-
tion.
 Over 8,000 scouts 
from 36 countries participat-
ed in the Jamboree.
 Diluk Jayasuriya, 
a Grade 9 student of Maris 
Stella College, Negombo is 
a Senior Scout who distin-
guished himself in the Scout-
ing sector went on to win 

the bronze, silver and gold 
awards. He was adjudged the 
Best Cub scout in 2009.
 The GoldStar 
Award was   awarded to 
him in   December 2008, by the 
Chief Scout Commissioner and 
is the highest award made my 
the great world-wide Brother-
hood of Scouts to cub scouts, 
who show special competence 
in a number of specified life 
skills."
 In addition to this, 
Diluk also won a Jamboree 
Award for coming 5th in Asia 
in the manifold activities of 
the Jamboree.

Joe

Programme on 
writing skills for 

Daham Pasal 
Students

 Children from 
Grades 6 to 11, attending 
St. Anne's Church, 
Kurunegala, Daham Pasala
and Our Lady of Fatima, Daham 
Pasala, Malkaduwawa, followed 
a programme on "Enhanced 
Writing Skills," recently.

 The programme 
was conducted by Kumara 
Nayanajith of the Lama 
Pradeepaya and Gnanartha 
Pradeepaya.

Pic : Shanaka Chrishantha 
          Muhandiram
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SUN:     FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
 WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR  
 VOCATIONS
 Acts.  4: 8-12, 1 Jn. 3: 1-2, Jn. 10: 11-18

Mon:   Memorial of St. Pius V. Pope

 Act. 11: 1-18, Jn. 10: 1-10

Tue: Memorial of St. Joseph the Worker 

 Act 11: 19-26, Jn. 10: 22-30

Wed:  Memorial of St. Athanasius, Bishop &  

 Doctor

 Act. 12: 24--13,5, Jn. 12: 44-50

Thu:   Feast of SS. Philip and James, Apostes 
 1 Cor. 15: 1-8, Jn. 14: 6-14

Fri:     Acts.  13: 26-33, Jn. 14: 1-6

Sat:   Act. 13: 44-52, Jn. 14: 7-1-4

Sun:  FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
 LAITY SUNDAY
 Acts.  9:26-31,1 Jn. 3: 18-24, Jn.  15: 1-8

The Fourth  Sunday of Easter
      

What  it  says  .....   in   
       the  Readings

I am  the good shepherd, says the 
Lord; I know my own sheep and my 
own know me.          (Jn. 10:14)  

LITURGICAL  CALENDAR  YEAR  B 
29th April  - 6th May 2012

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

Response : Christ our Good Shepherd, hear our 
prayer.

 For all the leaders of the Church: That Christ 
may give them warm and caring hearts so that they can 
be true shepherds to his flock. We pray in faith.
Response: Christ our Good Shepherd, hear our 
prayer.

 For those who make our laws and who apply 
them: That the Lord may guide them with his wisdom 
and discernment. We pray  in faith.
Response: Christ our Good Shepherd, hear our 
prayer.

 For the sick and the hungry, for prisoners and 
all those who are cut off from society and who feel that 
nobody cares about them. We pray in faith.
Response: Christ our Good Shepherd, hear our 
prayer.

 That wherever we are and whatever we do, we 
may be people who care about those around us and so 
imitate the love of the Good Shepherd. 
We pray in faith.
Response: Christ our Good Shepherd, hear our 
prayer.

Theme: Christ as Good Shepherd 
and our only means of Salvation.

First Reading: Acts 4: 8-12.
 Peter addressing the Jew-
ish Council in Jerusalem, in reply 
to his being questioned regarding 
the healing of the lame man, said 
that it was Jesus risen from the 
dead who had brought about the 
healing, and affirms to them that 
salvation comes solely through 
Jesus, already risen from the dead.

Second Reading: 1 John 3: 1-2.
 The Apostle affirms that 
we are God's children because of 
the unfathomable love God has 
towards us. This is a pledge that 
we shall one day see God face to 
face and be united with Him. This 

adoption as sons of God comes 
through Jesus, the only  begotten 
Son of God.

Gospel: John 10: 11-18.
 The image of the shepherd 
involves three functions namely, to 
feed, guide and protect the sheep. 
In addition to these functions Jesus 
as ideal shepherd, declares himself 
as knowing his sheep in the mea-
sure he knows God, his Father and 
that his sheep too know him and 
are related to him.  Committed to 
bring into his fold other sheep that 
are outside, for various reasons, he 
is prepared to sacrifice himself for 
all his sheep.

reflections 
           Are we prepared to bear 

witness to Jesus, who is now risen 
from the dead and still active in the 
present world, as he was during 
his earthly ministry? Have we ever 
had some sort of experience of the 
Risen Lord who is able to trans-
form our lives?
 It is through Faith, Bap-
tism and the Eucharist, that we are 
absorbed into the person of Christ 
who is the only begotten Son of 
God. Hence our sonship in God has 
to be tested in relation to what is 
mentioned above.
 All of us playing the role 
of the shepherd, in some way, have 
examined ourselves whether we 
are prepared to carry out at least 
the threefold functions mentioned 
above as regards those who are in 
our charge. 

 The Catholic Church our Lord himself found-
ed on the seat of St. Peter the Apostle is his mystical 
body - “Thou art Peter and upon this rock I will build 
my church, to you I shall give the keys of the Kingdom 
of heaven. The gates of hades shall not prevail against 
it. (Mt. 16:18 -19). 
 Jesus kingdom of earth is manifest in the 
Church - that is the church militant and we are His 
witnesses. Jesus commanded us to be the ‘salt of the 
earth and the light of the world’. This is his great com-
mission to us, our call to holiness and sainthood. The 
church suffering are the souls in purgatory and the 
church triumphant is Heaven. 
 Jesus calls all of us the members of His mysti-
cal body to be perfect. Our Divine Lord says to us “Be 
perfect as you. Heavenly Father is perfect”  Mt. 5:48. 
In this we are called to have pure hearts as in the 
Sermon, on the Mount: Mt. 5 Blessed are the pure in 
heart for they shall see God.”
 The committed Christian life is a comfortable 
one, a journey to Heaven to be enjoyed each day. Also 
a heroic one. 
 With the grandeur and grace of the sacra-
mental life of the Church available to us to develop, 
nurture and cultivate our relationship with our Divine 
Saviour by living our moments to the full, making this 
a wonderful experience; in joy and in pain, Jesus you 
can be sure is with us every step of the way. In receiv-
ing the Holy Eucharist worthily we begin our commu-
nion on earth and realize the joy and peace our Lord 
came to give us and the fullness of life He promised. 
“I came that you may have life and have life to the full 
(John 10:10) For that which he died for us. 
 In the mystical Body of Christ therefore we 
are the true vine and branches of Jesus. As St. Paul 
says, "It is no longer I that liveth, but Christ who liveth 
in me" Gal 2:20. We the Church, the Body of Christ is 
resplendently beautiful. Thus in  manifesting Jesus' 
kingdom on earth we are witnesses to the communion 
of saints. 
 I would not wish to dwell on the souls in 
purgatory as saints in the making. To live a holy life is 

better than spending time in purgatory. As Jesus says, 
"My grace is sufficient for you." 
 This would enable us to avoid purgatory as 
we are called upon to be saints from the first moment 
of our Baptism. 
 If we live sloppy lives this would indeed be 
a shortsighted joyless sojourn missing out all the 
blessings our Heavenly Father has destined for us on 
our way to eternal life. Our Saviour also said, "In my 
Father’s house there are many mansions and I go to 
prepare a place for you." 
 Our communion with the Church suffering is 
our prayers and sacrifices and alms offered on their 
account to aid them on their entry into eternal life. 
 There is an unbreakable connection between 
the Church militant, the Church suffering and the 
Church triumphant. It is as our Saviour meant it to be, 
the Communion of Saints. 
 In imitating at least in some small measure 
the virtues of the canonized saints we are partakers of 
the Communion of Saints. When we pray to the Saints 
in intercession we are communing with them on high. 
We have each a patron saint in our baptismal names 
which indeed is an honour. Perhaps the Holy Church 
requires that we pray to our patron saints each day 
asking them to guide us on our way which they surely 
will do, It is great having a saint friend! 
 When we do whatever we do to honour God 
in our daily life including our good works we are in 
communion with the saints. 
 We in the Catholic Church, the Mystical Body 
of Christ have a Divine vocation, complete joy is our 
inheritance and the fullness of life is our heritage. 
 This is the beauty of the Church our Lord 
founded on the throne St. Peter the Apostle. This is 
profound in the one true church. The Communion of 
Saints. 
 We have the privilege of the graces and gifts 
given to us. So let us grow  towards the stars of our 
greater destiny.

Jeanne Sittampalam

The Communion of Saints 

May 2  
St. Athanasius 

Bishop Confessor; Father 
and Doctor of the Church 
(c.295-373) 
 
 A native of Al-
exandria (Egypt), St 
Athanasius was proba-
bly the son of prominent 
Christians. He received 
a brilliant education in 
this city. When still only 
a Deacon, he was chosen 
by Bishop Alexander, the 
Patriarch of Alexandria, 
as his secretary and theo-
logical adviser, and in 325 
taken to the great Coun-
cil of Nicaea (Turkey) in 
Bithynia (Asia Minor), 
which condemned Arius 

as a heretic and reaf-
firmed Christ’s divinity. 
 At only 33 years 
of age he was made Arch-
bishop. During his 46-
year reign, the Arian fac-
tion came to gain such 
high political influence 
through its intrigues at 
the imperial court that 
the saintly Patriarch had 
to spend a total of 17 

years in banishment, be-
ing exiled from Alexan-
dria on five occasions. 
 The most famous 
of his many writings are 
on the Incarnation, which 
he composed in his early 
twenties while still a Dea-
con, and the History of 
the Arians written during 
his third exile among the 
Egyptian desert monks. 
His Life of St Anthony 
made an enormous ap-
peal to men everywhere 
to lead the asceticallife. 

reflection: “Justice does 
not consist merely in not 
doing anything evil; for 
not to do good is also evil. 
The law may be trans-
gressed in either way”

 (St Athanasius).

 Hers was a great 
longing for the lonely, the 
down- trodden persons of 
our world. She embraced 
each one with the zeal of 
Jesus the Good Shepherd 
who went round search-
ing for the lost one. 
 Following her 

Sisters of the Good Shepherd celebrate the feast  
of their Foundress - St. Mary Euphrasia

example the Sisters seek 
out the persons wounded 
by sin and its consequenc-
es, specially women and 
children whose condition 
in life cries for healing and 
salvation. 
 St. Mary Euphra-
sia had a great love for the 
Church and she would say 
when the Church spoke, 
she believed Christ Him 
self was speaking. She 
calls upon her daughters 
to be always obedient to 
the teaching of the Holy 
Father and the Bishops. 
 Saint Mary 
Euphrasia said that our 
congregation is founded 
on love for souls only 

that would sustain it. She 
called on us to live with 
sisterly love one for the 
other so that we would be 
witnesses to a wounded 
world crying out for com-
passion and healing. 
 Saint Mary Eu-
phrasia said she will travel 
the whole world to do the 
will of God. She calls on 
her daughters to be filled 
with apostolic and mis-
sionary zeal. 
 Before dying 
Saint Mary Euphrasia said 
“oh how beautiful heaven 
is”, I see our Lord in the 
midst of all His elect re-
freshing them with all his 
delights."


